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editoRiAl

Dear	Readers,

Crises	without	end.	In	2011	and,	as	it	seems,	even	more	in	
2012,	«crises»	have	many	countries,	especially	those	in	south-
ern	Europe,	in	their	grip.	What	began	as	a	banking,	financial	
and,	in	part,	housing	crisis,	has	long	since	become	a	social	cri-
sis	and	is	increasingly	developing	into	a	crisis	of	democratic	
institutions.
With	hardly	another	publication	in	recent	years	has	the	Ro-
sa	Luxemburg	Foundation	received	such	resonance	as	it	has	
with	its	argument	brochure	«‹Sell	Your	Islands,	You	Bankrupt	
Greeks›.	Twenty	Popular	Mistakes	in	the	Debt	Crisis».	Many	
new	editions	and	updated	versions	of	the	brochure	have	since	
appeared	(«‹Cheating	Greeks	Are	Destroying	the	Euro›	–	The	
Best-Loved	Misconceptions	of	the	Debt	Crisis»)	and	English	
and	Greek	translations,	audio	versions,	etc.	have	also	been	
published.	With	this	new	format	of	the	«luxemburg	argu-
ments»,	the	Foundation	pursues	the	goal	of	providing	Leftist	
interpretations	of	current	topics	that	are	the	subject	of	wide	
media	coverage	–	which	we	regard	as	too	one-sided	–	in	a	
more	compact	form.	Prevailing	arguments	serve	as	our	point	
of	departure,	and	these	are	then	commented	on	and	correc-
ted.
The	multiple,	interconnected	crises	that	go	far	beyond	the	
economic	sphere	endanger	the	development	of	a	democratic	
and	social	Europe	in	a	way	that	has	not	existed	since	the	cre-
ation	of	the	European	unification	process.	Nationalism	and	
racism	–	let	us	just	remember	the	series	of	murders	by	the	ter-
rorist	«National	Socialist	Underground»	–	but	also	less	overt,	
yet	growing	prejudices	challenge	a	Leftist	educational	and	an-
alytic	institution	like	the	Rosa	Luxemburg	Foundation.	For	us,	
the	issue	here	is	to	provide	alternative	interpretations	of	cri-
ses,	as	well	as	to	search	for	transformational	alternatives	to	an	
increasingly	unstable	capitalist	model.
Since	2011,	the	Rosa	Luxemburg	Foundation	has	had	more	
funds	available	to	support	both	its	national	and	international	
work.	Based	on	this	situation,	in	2011	the	Foundation’s	man-
aging	board	decided	to	open	new	offices	in	Egypt	–	to	serve	
North	Africa	–	and	in	Turkey.	Preparations	for	offices	in	Tuni-
sia	–	to	serve	East	Africa	–	and	in	North	America,	as	well	as	at	
the	UN,	are	progressing,	so	that	these	offices	can	officially	
open	next	year.	Thanks	to	extra	funding	from	the	Foreign	Of-
fice,	the	Rosa	Luxemburg	Foundation	can	now	expand	its	ef-
forts	in	Greece,	and,	in	particular,	cooperate	there	with	trade	
unions,	local	politicians	and	Leftist	actors	in	the	civilian	popu-
lation.	
The	analytical	and	educational	work	of	the	Foundation	and	the	
foundations	of	the	federal	states	also	experienced	a	quantita-
tive	and	thematic	expansion.	In	2011,	the	foundations	within	
the	Rosa	Luxemburg	Foundation	staged	nearly	2,500	events	
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in	Germany,	attracting	close	to	100,000	participants.	On	the	
following	pages,	these	events	and	projects	will	be	presented;	
the	focus	will	be	on	events	and	projects	that	deal	with	ques-
tions	of	history	and	the	politics	of	remembrance,	as	well	as	
the	field	of	historical	and	biographical	education,	which	the	
Foundation	has	been	intensely	pursuing	for	the	last	decade.	In	
2011,	the	Foundation	was	able	to	expand	and	systematize	its	
work	in	three	further	fields	–	migration,	labor	and	trade	unions,	
and	gender	relations	–	that	will	be	explored	at	the	Academy	
for	Political	Education	and	at	the	Institute	for	Critical	Social	
Analysis	in	cooperation	with	the	state	foundations,	discussion	
groups,	academic	tutors	and	scholarship	holders.	Like	other	
sponsors	of	political	education,	the	Rosa	Luxemburg	Founda-
tion	is	also	faced	with	the	challenge	of	appealing	to	various	
target	groups	in	an	increasingly	differentiated	society	with,	
at	times,	divergent	worlds.	We	are	now	also	exploring	educa-
tional	and	networking	efforts	appropriate	to	a	digital	world,	as	
well	as	experimenting	with	more	services	for	and	with	people	
who	have	not	undergone	classical	academic	or	organization-
related	political	education	and	experiences,	since	we	already	
provide	consistently	compelling	forms	of	these.	As	the	foun-
dation	affiliated	with	the	political	party	DIE	LINKE,	the	Rosa	
Luxemburg	Foundation	is	dedicated	to	a	pluralistic,	democra-
tic,	and	«mosaic	Left».	In	addition,	it	is	now	a	fully	equal	part-
ner	in	the	circle	of	other	party-affiliated	foundations.	This	is	
also	evident	in	the	common	positions	of	the	political	founda-
tions	regarding	questions	of	national	and	international	edu-
cational	activities.	The	work	of	all	German	political	founda-
tions	–	be	they	publicly	supported,	dedicated	to	common	rules	
of	play,	publicly	controlled	with	regard	to	the	use	of	funds	but	
politically	independent,	or	politically	independent	with	regard	
to	government	and	party	actions	–	remains	a	model	for	a	plu-
ralistic	democracy	that	is	not	glued	to	existing	political	de-
bates,	but	which,	through	education	and	analysis,	objectifies	
these	and	allows	divergent	but	equally	valid	opinions	within	
the	democratic	spectrum	to	be	expressed.	
In	this	spirit,	in	July	2011,	the	chairmen	of	the	political	foun-
dations	presented	a	position	paper	to	Interior	Minister	Hans-

Peter	Friedrich	on	the	political	education	activities	in	Germa-
ny	that	have	been	developed	jointly	by	the	relevant	sections	
of	the	foundations,	whereby	the	main	responsibility	lay	with	
the	director	of	the	Rosa	Luxemburg	Foundation’s	Academy	
for	Political	Education,	Evelin	Wittich.	The	foundations	unani-
mously	formulated	the	following	principle:	
«The	aim	of	the	educational	work	of	the	political	foundations	
is	to	provide	citizens	with	values	and	an	orientation	frame-
work	based	on	the	political	movements	in	Germany,	and	with	
basic	information	about	political	topics	and	the	decision-mak-
ing	process,	as	well	as	to	communicate	political	tools,	and,	
above	all,	to	enable	and	encourage	citizens	to	assume	socio-
political	responsibility.	The	political	foundations	base	this	on	
a	comprehensive	understanding	of	education:	Professional,	
continuing	and	political	education	should	be	equally	promot-
ed	by	the	government,	because	a	democracy	needs	politically	
educated	citizens!»
In	light	of	recent	developments	in	Egypt,	in	February	2012,	
the	German	Bundestag	unanimously	adopted	a	motion	which	
states	the	following:
«Political	influence	on	the	projects	of	the	foundations	by	the	
federal	government	does	not	take	place.	The	work	of	German	
foundations	is	independent	and	subject	only	to	the	law	and	
the	foundations’	own	guidelines.»	
The	need	for	such	independent	and	transparent	foundation	
work	exists,	especially	in	Germany	and	Europe,	because	of	
the	declining	voter	turnout	and	a	general	«crisis	of	representa-
tion»,	sometimes	described	as	«post-democracy»,	which	also	
affect,	to	an	increasing	extent,	the	Federal	Republic	of	Germa-
ny	and	the	EU.	What	is	needed	is	not	less	democracy	in	favor	
of	a	more	expedient	decision-making	process,	but	rather	more	
democracy	in	the	context	of	social	justice	and	international	sol-
idarity	in	Germany,	in	Europe	and	globally	–	this	remains	a	key	
challenge	for	the	future	work	of	the	Rosa	Luxemburg	Founda-
tion.

Heinz Vietze Dr. Florian Weis
Chairman of the Executive Board  Executive Director
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140 YeARs  
of RosA luxembuRg

On	March	5,	1871,	Rosa	Luxemburg	was	born	as	Rozalia	Luk-
senburg	in	the	Russian	town	of	Zamość,	now	part	of	Poland.	On	
the	140th	anniversary	of	her	birth,	the	first	volume	of	the	Eng-
lish	edition	of	her	work	«The	Letters	of	Rosa	Luxemburg»	was	
published.	In	March	2010,	Verso	Books,	the	largest	English-lan-
guage	Leftist	publishing	house,	presented,	together	with	the	
Rosa	Luxemburg	Foundation	and	other	cooperation	partners,	
this	volume	of	letters	at	events	in	London	and	New	York.

enthusiAstiC ReCeption in london

At	the	Swedenborg	Foundation	in	London,	the	famous	Bri-
tish	playwright	David	Edgar,	together	with	the	actress	Harriet	
Walter,	the	feminist	Susie	Orbach	and	the	co-publisher	Lea	
Hero,	presented	the	new	volume.	Although	the	event	attrac-
ted	considerable	interest,	it	was	surpassed	on	March	8th	in	the	
London	Review	Bookshop,	a	meeting	place	for	intellectuals	
and	authors.	On	International	Women’s	Day,	inside	the	packed	
bookshop,	Nina	Power,	a	renowned	feminist	in	the	1980s,	and	
Lisa	Appignasi,	a	prominent	representative	of	the	younger	
generation	of	feminists,	debated	from	their	different	perspec-
tives	on	Rosa	Luxemburg.	Excerpts	from	Luxemburg‘s	letters	
were	read,	the	relationship	between	the	British	and	German	
labor	movements	was	discussed,	as	were	Luxemburg’s	sig-
nificance	for	today’s	Left	in	Europe	and	solidarity	in	light	of	the	
current	financial	and	economic	crisis.
On	March	9,	the	Birds	Eye	View	Film	Festival,	which	only	pre-
sents	works	by	women,	opened	with	Margarethe	von	Trotta’s	
film	about	Rosa	Luxemburg;	the	filmmaker’s	comments	on	
her	work	were	sympathetically	received	by	the	public.	The	di-
rector	of	the	film	festival	referred	to	the	first	volume	of	the	
English	edition	of	the	work	at	the	event.	These	three	events	in	
London	were	covered	by	the	press	in	detailed	articles.	The Ob-
server	named	one	article	«Red	Rosa,	a	thinker	for	our	troubled	
times»,	and	the	Guardian	dedicated	a	major	article,	«The	revo-
lutionary	Rosa	Luxemburg»,	to	her	life	and	political	work.	Even	
The Times	reported	on	Luxemburg‘s	140th	birthday.

events in neW YoRk

The	English	edition	of	the	book	was	presented	again	on	March	
14	at	the	event	«The	Life,	Letters	and	Legacy	of	Rosa	Luxem-
burg»	at	New	York	University.	More	than	100	people	listened	
to	contributions	given	by	Vivek	Chibber,	Joshua	Clover,	Bar-
bara	Ehrenreich,	Katrina	vanden	Heuvel,	Peter	Hudis,	Annelies	
Laschitza,	Paul	Le	Blanc,	Katha	Pollitt	and	Helen	C.	Scott.	The	
event	was	sponsored	by	Verso	Books,	the	Rosa	Luxemburg	
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The	works	of	Rosa	Luxemburg	were	honored	in	book	presentations	in	London	(photo)	and	New	York	on	the	140th	anniversary	of	her	birth

In	April	2011,	an	exhibition	dedicated	to	Rosa	Luxemburg,	
which	had	previously	been	presented	in	Moscow,	Warsaw,	
Brussels,	Luxemburg,	Mexico,	São	Paulo	and	Beijing,	was	
shown	in	Salzwedel’s	Citizens’	Center.	The	Rosa	Luxemburg	
Foundation	presented	the	exhibition	together	with	the	local	
group	«Jenny	Marx».

Foundation,	NYU’s	department	of	sociology	and	the	German	
Book	Office	in	New	York.
Also	in	New	York	and	shortly	thereafter,	the	Left	Forum	took	
place,	which	also	focused	on	Rosa	Luxemburg	in	a	panel	dis-
cussion	on	March	16.	«Rosa	Luxemburg’s	Legacy»	was	the	
topic	of	the	podium	discussion	that	included	Suzi	Weissman	

(chairwoman),	Stephen	Eric	Bronner,	Scott	McLemee	and	
Paul	Le	Blanc.
Judging	by	the	reception	of	the	events	in	London	and	New	
York,	«The	Letters	of	Rosa	Luxemburg»	and	the	subsequent	
volumes	of	the	English	edition	will	find	an	interested	reader-
ship.
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foCus: the politiCs  
of histoRY And Remem-
bRAnCe

ReAding touRs: politiCs of RemembRAnCe

The	examination	of	the	German	past	and	the	responsibility	of	
the	Germans,	as	well	as	of	the	German	Left,	has	been	one	of	
the	most	important	topics	to	attract	significant	public	interest	
since	the	establishment	of	the	Rosa	Luxemburg	Foundation.	
In	2010,	at	the	Foundation’s	General	Assembly,	an	explicit	de-
mand	was	made	for	the	continued,	steady	and	responsible	
historical-political	examination	of	such	issues.	To	this	end,	the	
Rosa	Luxemburg	Foundation	organized	two	national	reading	
tours	in	2011,	during	which	two	historical	studies,	«The	For-
eign	Office	and	the	Past»	and	«The	Death	Marches	1944/45»,	
were	presented	and	discussed.	Thanks	to	the	exceptional	in-
volvement	of	many	state	foundations,	it	was	possible	to	ob-
tain	several	important	local	partners	to	help	with	the	prepara-
tion	and	implementation	of	the	reading	tours.
The	Buchenwald	survivor	Jorge	Semprun	has	remarked,	with	
reference	to	the	book	«The	Kindly	Ones»	by	Jonathan	Littell,	
that	in	50	years	collective	remembrance	of	the	Holocaust	
will	no	longer	be	based	on	the	works	of	historians,	but	rather	
on	literature.	This	may	be	true	in	general,	but	the	discussion	
about	the	book	«The	Foreign	Office	and	the	Past.	German	Di-
plomats	in	the	Third	Reich	and	in	the	Federal	Republic»	allows	
for	another	conclusion:	The	book	by	the	four	historians	Eck-
art	Conze,	Norbert	Frei,	Peter	Hayes	and	Moshe	Zimmermann	
will	most	likely	not	have	been	forgotten	in	50	years.

the foReign offiCe duRing the nAzi eRA

Since	its	publication	in	late	October	2010,	the	final	report	by	
the	Historical	Commission	on	the	Foreign	Office’s	involve-
ment	in	Nazi	policies	of	violence	and	destruction	has	been	
causing	considerable	waves.	The	weekly	newspaper	Die Zeit 
had	the	following	to	say	about	the	controversy	over	the	book:
«One	aspect	of	this	dispute	will	not	change.	‹The	Foreign	Of-
fice	and	the	Past›	has	achieved	a	great	deal	with	regard	to	his-
torical-political	enlightenment.	The	critical	view	of	the	com-
mission,	therefore,	was	necessary	because	it	was	only	in	this	
way	that	the	interpretative	routine,	which	inevitably	affects	
research	on	the	subject,	could	be	overcome.	On	this	basis,	
the	future	comprehensive	history	of	the	Foreign	Office	and	of	
20th	century	German	foreign	policy	will	have	to	describe	the	
complex	constellation	between	dictatorship	and	democracy:	
not	just	as	the	history	of	diplomacy,	but	also	as	part	of	a	men-
tal	and	social	history	of	the	German	elite.	Conze,	Frei,	Hayes	
and	Zimmermann	should,	therefore,	once	again	react,	within	
an	academic	framework,	to	the	detailed	review,	thereby	fur-
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Moshe	Zimmermann,	born	1943,	professor	of	modern	history		
at	the	Hebrew	University	of	Jerusalem	and	director	of	the		
Koebner	Center	for	German	History,	is	a	cooperation	partner	
of	the	Rosa	Luxemburg	Foundation	in	Germany	and	Israel.	The	
Foundation	organized	readings	of	his	book	«Deutsche	gegen	
Deutsche.	Das	Schicksal	der	Juden	1938–1945»	(Germans	
against	Germans.	The	Fate	of	the	Jews	1938–1945),	published	
in	2008.	In	addition,	the	Koebner	Center	and	the	regional	office	
of	the	Rosa	Luxemburg	Foundation	in	Tel	Aviv	organized		
a	joint	symposium	in	November	2010	on	the	occasion	of	the		
20th	anniversary	of	German	unification.

Daniel	Blatman,	born	in	Israel	in	1953,	is	the	director	of	the	
Avraham	Harman	Institute	of	Contemporary	Jewry	at	the	He-
brew	University	of	Jerusalem.	He	has	published	numerous	
works	on	the	history	of	Polish	Jews	and	the	Shoah.	

thering	the	work	–	also	as	an	impulse	for	other	historical	com-
missions	on	the	Nazi	past,	as	in	the	case	of	the	Federal	Intel-
ligence	Service,	the	Ministry	of	Finance,	and,	it	is	to	be	hoped,	
more	such	institutions	as	soon	as	possible.»
The	Rosa	Luxemburg	Foundation	was	able	to	get	one	of	the	
book’s	authors	and	publishers,	Professor	Moshe	Zimmer-
mann,	to	participate	in	the	readings	and	discussions.	In	coop-
eration	with	the	Karl	Blessing	Verlag	in	Munich,	publishers	of	
«The	Foreign	Office	and	the	Past»,	the	Rosa	Luxemburg	Foun-
dation	organized	a	reading	tour,	which	took	place	in	two	sta-
ges	in	January	and	February	2011,	and	in	nine	events	in	Berlin,	
Erfurt,	Hamburg,	Hannover,	Kassel,	Kiel,	Leipzig,	Magdeburg	
and	Potsdam,	reaching	a	total	of	1,100	listeners.

deAth mARChes

In	October	2011,	the	Rosa	Luxemburg	Foundation	and	the	Ro-
wohlt	Verlag	organized	a	reading	tour	with	the	author	of	the	
book	«The	Death	Marches	1944/45.	The	Last	Chapter	of	Nazi	
Mass	Murder»,	published	in	early	2011.	For	his	study,	the	his-
torian	Daniel	Blatman	of	Jerusalem’s	Hebrew	University	re-
viewed	material	about	the	death	marches	for	a	decade.	He	
waded	through	SS,	Wehrmacht,	and	police	documents	and	
studied	deportation	lists,	court	records	and	newspapers	in	ar-
chives	from	Warsaw	to	Washington.	The	findings	are	impres-
sively	clear:	«The	closer	the	war	came	to	a	close	and	the	more	
conspicuous	the	presence	of	the	prisoners	became	among	
the	German	population,	the	more	German	civilians	participa-
ted	in	it	[mass	murder]».
Approximately	a	quarter	of	a	million	concentration	camp	in-
mates	died	on	the	death	marches	in	the	last	months	of	the	
war.	It	was	not	just	members	of	the	SS	or	Wehrmacht	soldiers	
who	were	responsible	for	these	acts	of	barbarism.	It	was,	for	
example,	a	pure	manhunt;	members	of	the	Volkssturm	and	
Hitler	Youth	worked	hand	in	hand	with	«respectable	[German]	
citizens»	who,	on	April	8,	1945,	four	days	before	the	arrival	of	
the	Allies,	in	the	North	German	town	of	Celle	mobbed,	shot	

and	killed	about	300	concentration	camp	prisoners	who	were	
exhausted	and	demoralized	by	weeks	of	forced	marches	in	the	
freezing	cold.	Following	American	bomb	attacks,	the	prison-
ers	had	fled	from	burning	freight	cars	into	a	wooded	area.	It	
was	here	that	they	were	executed.	A	similar	action	took	place	
three	days	later	in	Lüneburg.
In	Gardelegen	near	Magdeburg,	hundreds	of	prisoners	from	
various	camps	also	came	to	a	horrific	end.	In	addition	to	po-
licemen,	members	of	the	Volkssturm	and	guard	units,	many	
civilians	armed	with	hunting	rifles	were	used	to	guard	the	pris-
oners	as	they	entered	the	town.	As	allied	troops	were	advan-
cing	on	Gardelegen,	the	prisoners	were	herded	into	a	barn,	
which	was	then	set	on	fire;	only	25	prisoners	survived	the	in-
ferno,	while	more	than	1,000	of	them	were	burned	alive.	
The	topic	of	death	marches	is	relevant	both	from	an	acade-
mic	and	a	collective-remembrance,	political	point	of	view	be-
cause	it	permits	differences	of	opinion,	particularly	with	re-
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Festive	tribute	to	the	director	of	the	Rosa	Luxemburg	Foundation	office	on	April	17,	2011	in	Warsaw

gard	to	comparative	genocide	research	that	examines	which	
factors	influence	mass	murder	and	genocide	and	which	pre-
vent	or	enable	it.	Daniel	Blatman,	for	instance,	regards	the	an-
ti-Semitism	in	the	German	population	as	merely	a	motive	for	
the	crime	of	the	death	marches,	while	for	Daniel	Goldhagen,	
author	of	«Hitler’s	Willing	Executioners»,	the	death	marches	
are	a	central	piece	of	evidence	for	his	thesis	of	«eliminationist	
anti-Semitism»	in	the	German	population.
Nearly	500	people	came	to	the	book	presentations	in	October	
2011	in	Berlin,	Bonn,	Bremen,	Bremervörde,	Celle,	Dresden,	
Halle/Saale,	Hamburg,	Lübeck,	Oranienburg,	Saarbrücken	
and	Weimar.	The	events	were	received	with	special	interest	
when	the	politics	of	remembrance	or	disputes	about	the	re-
membrance	of	state	crimes	committed	during	the	Nazi	pe-
riod	met	with	specific	local	experiences	or	particularities.	The	
readings	were	most	successful	in	places	where	active	and	ex-
perienced	partners	in	the	field	of	remembrance	policy	were	
already	established.	This	was	especially	the	case	in	Lower	
Saxony	and	Oranienburg,	where	the	readings	took	place	in	co-
operation	with	the	memorial	sites	Bergen-Belsen,	Sandbostel	
and	Sachsenhausen.
The	active	cooperation	with	a	series	of	state	foundations	and	
project	partners	on	site	proved	especially	beneficial.	The	exist-
ing	or	newly	established	contacts	should	definitely	be	main-
tained	by	the	Rosa	Luxemburg	Foundation	and	the	state	struc-
tures.	Several	state	foundations	had	published	their	own	flyers	
and	event	posters	for	their	reading	station,	as	was	the	case	in	
the	Saarland,	North	Rhine-Westphalia	and	Lower	Saxony.

distinCtions in polAnd 

In	April	2011,	in	the	Jewish	Theater	in	Warsaw,	Joanna	Gwi-
azdecka,	the	director	of	the	Rosa	Luxemburg	Foundation’s	
Warsaw	office,	was	awarded	the	«Warsaw	Ghetto	Uprising»	
Medal	of	Honor.	The	occasion	was	the	68th	anniversary	of	the	
Warsaw	Ghetto	Uprising,	which	began	on	April	19,	1943,	and	
was	brutally	suppressed	only	after	weeks	of	fighting.

The	award	is	presented	by	the	Jewish	Resistance	Fighters	and	
Victims	Federation	to	people	who	stand	up	–	in	speech	and	
writing	–	against	manifestations	of	xenophobia,	nationalism,	
and	anti-Semitism.

Roll CAll toWARds CitY hAll

Two	hundred	forced	laborers	died	during	the	Nazi	era	in	the	
Röchling	Works	in	Völklingen	in	the	Saarland.	In	December	
2011,	the	victims’	names	were	called	out	in	the	direction	of	
the	city’s	town	hall.	The	Peter	Imandt	Society	and	cooperation	
partners	called	for	this	unusual	form	of	remembrance.	The	ac-
tion	was	explained	on	a	poster:	«In	remembrance	of	the	men	
and	women	buried	in	the	Völklingen	Cemetery	who,	upon	or-
ders	of	the	industrialist	Hermann	Röchling,	were	kidnapped	
from	their	hometowns	and	died	at	Röchling’s	iron	and	steel	
factory	through	excessive	work,	hunger,	abuse	and	typhus».
Black	balloons,	each	bearing	the	name	of	a	victim,	were	also	
released	as	a	sign	of	mourning.	With	this	commemorative	act,	
the	city	council	was	asked	to	rename	a	district	in	the	city	that	
has	been	named	after	the	convicted	war	criminal	Hermann	
Röchling	since	1956.	In	2012,	the	city	council	will	make	a	fi-
nal	decision	regarding	this	case,	but	it	is	not	certain	that	the	
majority	of	the	council	will	vote	in	favor	of	this.	Many	older	
residents	of	Hermann	Röchling	Heights	retain	the	traditional	
view	that	Röchling	was	not	an	industrialist	like	the	others,	but	
popular	and	socially-minded.	Additional	educational	work	re-
garding	the	fascist	period	is	necessary.
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With	black	balloons,	the	citizens	of	Völklingen	remember	the	slave	laborers		
who	died	in	their	city	during	World	War	Two

pRojeCt funding With  A foCus on the  

politiCs of histoRY And RemembRAnCe 

As part of project funding, in 2011 the Foundation funded 
46 projects related to history, contemporary history and 
the politics of remembrance.

n		Conference	«Before	the	Memory	is	Lost.	Special	Oppor-
tunities	for	Survivor	Organizations	to	Preserve	and	Pass	
on	the	Memories	of	Concentration	Camp	Survivors»,		
Lagergemeinschaft	Ravensbrück/Freundeskreis	e.V.,	
750	Euros

n		Traveling	exhibition	«The	Third	World	in	the	Second	
World	War»,	recherche	international	e.V.,	5,000	Euros

n		Editorial	work	on	selected	letters	of	Clara	Zetkin,	Marga	
Voigt,	5,000	Euros

n		Book	publication	«Social	Democrats	and	Communists		
in	Thuringia,	1918	to	1949»,	Stefan	Kachel,	1,000	Euros

n		Book	publication	«The	Finally	Discovered	Political	Form.	
Factory	Councils	and	Self-Management	from	the		
Russian	Revolution	to	the	Present»,	Dario	N.	Azzellini,	
3,000	Euros

n		Documentary	film	«‹Le	Chaim!	–	To	Life›.	A	Portrait	of	
Eva	Vater»,	Frank	Olias,	1,000	Euros

n		Anti-fascist	festival	on	the	occasion	of	the	66th	anniver-
sary	of	the	liberation	from	fascism,	VVN-BdA	Berlin,		
500	Euros

n		«DHM	Post-Colonial»,	critical	audio	guide	about	the		
history	of	German	colonialism	in	the	German	Historical	
Museum,	Dörte	Lerp,	initiative	«Colonialism	in	the	Box»,	
500	Euros

n		«Involvement	for	a	Just	World	and	for	the	Dignity	of	the	
Victims	of	the	Nazi	Military	Justice	System»,	a	confer-
ence	on	the	occasion	of	Ludwig	Baumann’s	90th	birth-
day,	National	Association	of	Victims	of	Nazi	Military		
Justice,	2,500	Euros

n		«Witness	of	the	Genocide»,	panel	discussion	and	press	
conference	with	representatives	of	the	Herero	and	Na-

ma	on	the	occasion	of	the	return	of	Namibian	remains	
by	Berlin’s	Charité,	Berlin	Postcolonial,	500	Euros

n		Book	publication	«Political	Violence	and	Justice	at		
the	End	of	the	Weimar	Republic»,	Johannes	Fülberth,	
500	Euros

n		Research	work	«Hugo	Geissler,	Arno	Weser	and		
Friedrich	Dachsel.	Gestapo	Officials	from	Dresden»,	
Siegfried	Grundmann,	500	Euros

n		Digital	interactive	commemorative	book	on	the	victims	
of	Nazism	in	Wuppertal,	Association	for	the	Promotion	
of	Research	on	Social	Movements	in	Wuppertal	e.V.,	
750	Euros

n		Resetting	of	the	manuscript	«The	End	of	the	SED.	The	
Final	Days	of	the	Central	Committee»,	Christoph	Links	
Verlag,	2,500	Euros

n		Transcription,	processing	and	final	editing	of	an	inter-
view	with	Reinhard	Strecker	about	coming	to	terms	
with	the	Nazi	past	in	the	Federal	Republic	of	Germany,	
Gottfried	Oy,	3,500	Euros

n		Research	for	the	exhibition	«German	Anti-Fascists	in	So-
viet	Exile»,	Anja	Schindler	and	Ingeborg	Münz-Koenen,	
9,000	Euros

n		Brochure	on	resistance	against	the	Nazi	regime	in	
the	Berlin	armament	factory	Askania,	Bärbel	Schindler-	
Saefkow,	1,500	Euros

n		Brochure	«70	Years	Ago:	The	Invasion	of	the	Soviet	Union	
by	Hitler’s	Germany.	The	Beginning	of	the	Great	Patriotic	
War.	Facts	–	Events	–	Evaluations»,	Berlin	Society	for		
Fascism	and	World	War	Two	Research,	750	Euros

n		Documentary	film	«Audre	Lorde	–	The	Berlin	Years,	
1984	to	1992.	The	Wonderful	Arithmetic	of	Differen-
ces»,	Dagmar	Schultz,	1,000	Euros

n		Book	publication	«Perpetual	Beginning»,	an	auto-
biography	by	Ralf	Schröder,	Edition	Schwarzdruck,	
1,000	Euros

n		Book	publication	«Memories	of	and	for	Germany.		
Dresden	and	February	13th,	1945	in	the	Remembrance	
of	the	Berlin	Republic»,	Henning	Fischer,	500	Euros

n		Work	on	the	publication	of	the	correspondence	between	
Käte	and	Hermann	Duncker,	Heinz	Deutschland,		
2,000	Euros

n		Translations	for	the	conference	association	«European	
Protest	Movements	of	the	1980s»,	Mieke	Roscher,		
500	Euros

n		Texts	from	the	estate	of	Hans-Jürgen	Krahl,	transcrip-
tion	and	online	publication,	Helge	Buttkereit,	500	Euros

n		Research	work	on	the	resistance	activities	of	Ilse	Stöbe	
in	the	Foreign	Office	during	the	«Third	Reich»,		
Sabine	Kebir,	3,000	Euros

n		Conference	«Berlin	as	a	Place	of	Action	and	Remem-
brance	in	the	Life	and	Words	of	Klaus	Schlesinger»,		
Jan	Kostka,	1,000	Euros

n		Biography	of	the	gay	musician	and	concentration	camp	
victim	Willi	Heckmann,	Klaus	Stanjek,	1,000	Euros
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Visit	to	the	Mauthausen	Concentration	Camp	as	part	of	the	promotion	of	memorial	work

n		New	edition	of	Richard	Müller’s	«A	History	of	the		
November	Revolution»,	Ralf	Hoffrogge,	1,450	Euros

n		Book	publication	«The	Early	Shift.	The	History	of		
Leftist	Factory	Intervention	after	1968»,	Jan	Ole	Arps,	
700	Euros

n		Book	publication	«Lea	Grundig	as	President	of	the		
Association	of	Fine	Artists	in	Germany	(1964–1970)»,	
Oliver	Sukrow,	500	Euros

n		Day	of	Remembrance	and	Commemoration	–	In	Re-
membrance	of	Hiroshima	2011,	Friedensglockengesell-
schaft	Berlin	e.V.,	410	Euros

n		Exhibition	«Work	Does	not	End	at	Closing	Time.	Work-
ing	Writers	in	the	Cultural	Houses	of	the	GDR»,		
Schreibart	e.V.,	750	Euros

n		Radio	play	«Levitan	–	The	Voice	of	Russia»,		
Günter	Kotte,	500	Euros

n		Research	and	concept	development	for	the	book		
publication	«Shalom	and	Alefbet.	The	History	of	Berlin’s	
Jewish	Secondary	School»,	Dirk	Külow,	1,000	Euros

n		Editing	of	the	manuscript	«Mass	Strike	and	the	Order	to	
Shoot.	General	Strike	and	the	March	Struggle	in	Berlin	
1919»,	Dietmar	Lange,	1,000	Euros

n		Exhibition	concept	«Willi	Münzenberg	–	Communist	
Politician	and	Publisher	in	Turbulent	Times»,		
Uwe	Sonneberg,	3,000	Euros

n		Development	of	the	archival	holdings	on	the	«Aryaniza-
tion»	in	Lower	and	Upper	Silesia,	Wolfgang	Dreßen,	
1,000	Euros

n		Translation	of	the	German	edition	of	«Anti-Fascist		
Germans	in	Barcelona	(1933–1939)»,Dieter	Nelles,	
1,000	Euros

n		The	Golden	Book	of	Committed	Progressive	German	
Athletes	on	the	Internet,	Verein	Sport	und	Gesellschaft,	
500	Euros

n		Conception	for	a	travelling	exhibition	«The	Children	of	
Golzow»,	Verein	Golzower	für	Golzow	e.V.,	3,000	Euros

n		Manuscript	preparation	«The	Academy	of	the	Agricul-
tural	Sciences	of	the	GDR.	Chronicles	and	Documents»,	
Siegfried	Kuntsche,	3,000	Euros

n		Research	and	documentation	on	Hermann	Fiebing,		
District	President	of	Stade	(1924–1964),	Anja	Röhl,	
1,000	Euros

n		Translation	from	the	French	of	«Hugo	Geissler.	From	
Dresden	Storm	Trooper	to	Commander	of	the	Security	
Police	in	Vichy»,	Siegfried	Grundmann,	1,700	Euros

n		Documentary	film	«To	Remember	Means	to	Live»,		
Heidi	Munck,	1,000	Euros

focus: the PoLitics of histoRy and RemembRance

biogRAphiCAl And histoRiCAl  

eduCAtionAl pRogRAms 

The	discussion	group	«History	for	the	Future»	at	the	Rosa	Lux-
emburg	Foundation	has	set	out	to	promote	continuing	edu-
cation	in	the	field	of	remembrance	teaching.	In	2011,	follow-
ing	related	courses	for	teachers	and	multiplicators	of	youth	
education	in	Poland	and	the	Czech	Republic,	an	educational	
seminar	took	place	–	in	cooperation	with	the	German	Maut-
hausen	Committee	East	(DMK	Ost)	and	the	«Association	of	
Social	Democrat	Freedom	Fighters,	Victims	of	Fascism	and	
Active	Anti-Fascists	of	Upper	Austria»	–	at	the	Mauthausen	
Concentration	Camp.
The	focus	of	advanced	training	in	the	field	of	«Holocaust	edu-
cation»	and	memorial	education	in	international	comparison	
is	the	question	of	how	the	remembrance	of	history	and	re-
sponsibility	for	the	future	can	be	taught	to	the	young	genera-
tion	without	being	able	to	rely	on	conversations	with	historical	
witnesses.	
An	important	role	will	be	played	by	history	projects	at	schools.	
In	2008	and	2010,	students	from	Germany	and	Poland	worked	
together	on	the	exhibition	«Alive	in	Death.	Remembering	
Means	Taking	Action».	The	exhibition	sees	itself	as	an	«ex-
hibition	in	progress».	A	new,	nationwide	project	is	based	on	
this:	In	cooperation	with	the	Rosa	Luxemburg	Foundation	and	
DMK	Ost,	until	fall	2013,	students	will	be	conducting	research	
on	the	biographies	of	former	Mauthausen	prisoners	from	their	
area,	with	each	student	researching	one	victim.
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RosA luxembuRg foundAtion publiCAtions 

on the politiCs of histoRY And RemembRAnCe 

Foundation series 

Gerhard	Engel
johAnn knief – ein unvollendetes leben

Geschichte	des	Kommunismus	und	Linkssozialismus,	Bd.	XV
(Johann	Knief	–	An	Unfinished	Life.	The	History	of	Commu-
nism	and	Leftist	Socialism,	Vol.	XV)

Hans	Coppi,	Stefan	Heinz	(eds.)
deR veRgessene WideRstAnd deR ARbeiteR

GewerkschaFter, kommunisten, sozialdemokraten, 

trotzkisten, anarchisten und zwanGsarbeiter

Geschichte	des	Kommunismus	und	Linkssozialismus,	Bd.	XVI
(The	Forgotten	Resistance	of	the	Workers.	Trade	Union	Mem-
bers,	Communists,	Social	Democrats,	Trotskyites,	Anarchists	
and	Forced	Laborers.	The	History	of	Communism	and	Left	
Socialism,	Vol.	XVI)

Lydia	Hermann
in deR veRbAnnung

kindheit und JuGend einer wolGadeutschen

(In	Exile.	The	Childhood	and	Youth	of	a	Volga	German)
Text	No.	69,	Rosa	Luxemburg	Foundation

Klaus	Kinner	(ed.)
linke zWisChen den oRthodoxien

Von haVemann bis dutschke

(The	Left	between	the	Orthodoxies.		
From	Havemann	to	Dutschke)
Text	No.	71,	Rosa	Luxemburg	Foundation

Klaus-Detlef	Haas,	Dieter	Wolf	
soziAlistisChe filmkunst. eine dokumentation

(Socialist	Cinema.	A	Documentation)
Manuscript	No.	9,	Rosa	Luxemburg	Foundation

Eva	Schäfer,	Bärbel	Klässner,	Helga	Adler,		
Astrid	Landero	(eds.)
fRAuenAufbRuCh ’89 

was wir wollten – was wir wurden	
(The	Women’s	Departure	’89.		
What	We	Wanted	–	What	We	Became)
Manuscript	No.	92,	Rosa	Luxemburg	Foundation

sponsored publications

RosA luxembuRg – die liebesbRiefe

(rosa luxemburG – the loVe letters)

Edited	by	Jörn	Schütrumpf

Moritz	Krawinkel
die sChlACht Am jARAmA

zwischen Geschichte und Gedächtnis

(The	Battle	at	Jarama.	Between	History	and	Remembrance)
With	an	introduction	by	Arno	Lustiger

Jan	Korte,	Dominic	Heilig	(eds.)
kRiegsveRRAt 

veRgAngenheitspolitik in deutsChlAnd

analysen, kommentare and dokumente einer debatte

(Wartime	Treason.	The	Politics	of	Remembrance	in	Germany.	
Analysis,	Commentaries	and	Documents	of	a	Debate)	

Wladislaw	Hedeler	(ed.)	
jossif stAlin odeR: Revolution  

Als veRbReChen

(Jossif	Stalin	or:	Revolution	as	a	Crime)

Helmut	Seidel	
voRlesungen zuR gesChiChte  

deR philosophie

(Lectures	on	the	History	of	Philosophy)
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the left in CRisis:  
WhAt does it mAke of it?

«Without	a	story,	every	battle	is	lost».	With	this	quote	by	the	
Italian	writers’	collective,	Wu	Ming,	Dieter	Klein	began	his	lec-
ture	at	the	first	transformation	conference	of	the	Rosa	Luxem-
burg	Foundation’s	Institute	for	Critical	Social	Analysis	in	Oc-
tober	2011.	His	vision:	«Imagine	that	the	Left	finds	its	story	of	
a	better	world	and	the	way	to	it	–	and	people	listen.	Imagine,	
people	feel:	This	is	our	story.	Imagine,	they	are	able	to	make	it	
come	true!»
Dieter	Klein’s	lecture	is	one	of	few	attempts	to	link	together	
the	many	stories	of	the	Left	in	a	novel	way.	Social	change	that	
comes	from	«below»,	from	within	society,	liberating	and	uni-
ting,	does	not	take	place	from	without;	from	the	many	move-
ments	against	the	injustices	and	humiliations,	the	futility	and	
absurdity	of	modern	capitalism,	its	obvious	and	gradual	de-
struction	of	the	world	and	people,	one	story	of	these	stories	
emerges.	Society	must	give	space	to	the	oppressed	and	re-
pressed,	it	must	connect	the	possible	with	what	is	not	yet	pos-
sible,	and	it	must	liberate	energy	for	organization.	

CompRehensive AnAlYsis of soCietY

At	the	Rosa	Luxemburg	Foundation’s	General	Assembly,	the	
Institute	for	Critical	Social	Analysis	was	given	the	task	of	con-
ducting	socialist	transformation	research	under	the	condi-
tions	of	the	extensive	social	crisis	caused	by	financial	market	
capitalism.	
The	research	has	many	aspects;	above	all,	however,	it	is	a	con-
tribution	of	critical,	Marxist,	feminist,	Leftist-inspired	social	
analysis	that	goes	uncompromisingly	to	the	root	of	things.	It	
begins	with	the	analysis	of	many	individual	struggles,	many	
concrete	projects,	many	efforts	to	organize	and	reorganize.	
To	this	end,	in	2011	the	Institute	initiated	the	project	«Let’s	
Talk	about	Alternatives	...	In	the	Spirit	of	Solidarity	and	Jus-
tice	–	for	Democratic	Socialism».	This	took	place	in	coopera-
tion	with	people	and	organizations	that	advocate	a	publicly	
funded	employment	sector,	free	local	public	transportation,	
energy	cooperatives	and	making	seeds	a	common	good	(«fair	
trade»).	Discussion	partners	also	included	proponents	of	the	
concept	of	«energy	democracy»,	a	fair	transition	to	alternative	
energy	sources,	and	a	new,	largely	public	financial	system.	
Other	partners	were	representatives	of	a	new	and	more	social	
approach	to	architecture	and	construction	in	a	diverse	and	li-
vable	«city	for	all»,	and	groups	that	campaign	for	the	renewal	
of	the	foundations	of	common	property	and	its	expansion.
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Discussion	about	socialist	change	at	the	first	International		
Transformation	Conference	in	Berlin

«Future	work	for	the	Left	is	substantial»,	Rainer	Rilling	of	the	Rosa	Luxemburg	Foundation

CRisis sCenARios

Efforts	last	year	also	focused	on	a	detailed	analysis	of	the	
crisis’	concrete	progression.	Many	are	still	paying	for	a	cri-
sis	that	is	not	«theirs».	They	neither	caused	nor	profited	from	
neo-liberal	policies	–	from	the	privatization,	deregulation	and	
destruction	of	the	welfare	state’s	principles	of	security	–	but,	
rather,	were	their	victims.	The	state	of	the	education	system	
and	the	social	security	system,	the	divisions	in	the	labor	mar-
ket,	the	divergence	of	stagnant	wages	and	the	rising	wealth	of	
the	upper	classes	are	all	evidence	of	these	policies.	The	Insti-
tute	for	Critical	Social	Analysis	developed	a	series	of	additional	
scenarios	of	the	further	course	of	the	crisis	and	put	these	up	
for	discussion.	We	assume	that	the	dominant	block	is	split	
mainly	between	the	proponents	of	a	restrictive	authoritarian	
neo-liberalism	and	green	capitalism	based	on	neo-liberalism.	
We	compared	the	potentials	of	both	options.	Dangerous	tran-
sitions	to	another	de-civilization	of	capitalism	are	just	as	likely	
as	a	social-libertarian	«Green	New	Deal».	Based	on	these	op-
tions,	the	Left	must	develop	an	independent	and	radical	real-
politik	of	social-ecological	transformation,	and	must	continue	
to	oppose	militarization,	authoritarianism,	social	division,	fur-
ther	environmental	degradation	and	global	warming	while	al-
ways	looking	for	allies	and	being	open	with	them	should	the	
opportunity	for	a	change	of	political	direction	arise.

ConfeRenCe «tRAnsfoRmAtion in  

CApitAlism And beYond»

At	the	international	conference	«Transformation	in	Capitalism	
and	Beyond»	in	October	2011,	the	Institute	for	Critical	Social	
Analysis	posed	itself	the	task	of	developing	the	foundations	
for	socialist	transformation	research.	At	the	beginning	of	the	
conference,	Rainer	Rilling	of	the	Institute	for	Critical	Social	
Analysis	explained:	«Future	work	for	the	Left	is	substantial.	
Its	key	political	role	is	to	unite	a	sense	of	reality	with	a	sense	of	
the	possible	(Musil)	and	to	find	the	real	in	the	possible	and	the	

realistic	in	the	possible	without	losing	the	realistic	in	the	pos-
sible	and	the	possible	in	the	realistic».
At	the	conference,	more	than	200	participants	discussed	a	
«second	great	transformation»	(Rolf	Reißig)	and	a	critical	
concept	of	transformation	(Ulrich	Brand),	the	role	of	decisive	
events	(Alex	Demirović),	the	positioning	of	Leftist	policies	on	
the	sensitive	«ruling	nodes»	(Frigga	Haug),	as	well	as	the	role	
of	communist	socialism	in	capitalism	(Michael	Brie).	Based	on	
the	capitalist	financial	market	crisis,	the	scenarios	of	how	to	
handle	this	crisis	were	discussed	(in	contributions	by	Radhika	
Desai,	Mario	Candeias	and	Richard	Rosen),	and	these	became	
the	basis	of	a	debate	about	Leftist	policies	of	redistribution,	
transformation,	democratization	and	solidarity,	with	contri-
butions	by	Richard	Detje,	Gabriele	Winker,	Michael	Thomas,	
Christina	Kaindl,	Lutz	Brangsch,	Judith	Dellheim	and	others.	
In	conclusion,	Beverly	Silver,	Wolfgang	Küttler	and	Erhard	
Crome	discussed	the	period	between	the	genesis	of	capital-
ism	and	its	transformations	throughout	the	20th	century.	
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The	congress	«Beyond	Growth?!»	was	met	with	great	interest

let’s tAlk About AlteRnAtives

Dictators	thrive	on	fear	and	the	lack	of	alternatives.	Margaret	
Thatcher	got	to	the	heart	of	this	when	she	said:	«There	is	no	al-
ternative».	Yet	talk	of	a	lack	of	alternatives	lost	its	persuasive-
ness	in	the	global	economic	and	financial	crisis.	A	new	global	
culture	of	protest	emerged	–	in	Tunisia	and	Cairo,	Athens	and	
Madrid,	New	York	and	Santiago	de	Chile,	Frankfurt	and	Berlin.
The	discussion	about	alternatives	has	reopened.	The	Foun-
dation	participates	in	this	discussion	and	the	message	of	its	
project	is	«Let’s	Talk	about	Alternatives	…».	This	debate	about	
alternatives	is	based	on	four	cornerstones:
n			Alternatives	begin	with	redistribution	–	of	work,		

money	and	power,	property	and	time;
n			Redistribution	is	the	prerequisite	for	a	social	and		

ecological	restructuring	of	production	methods	and	life	
in	society.

n			Changing	course	in	the	interest	of	the	99	percent		
can	only	take	place	through	democratic	means,		
regardless	of	whether	this	concerns	the	Euro	crisis		
or	the	supply	of	energy.	Policies	can	no	longer	be	negoti-
ated	behind	closed	doors,	but	must	become	more	
transparent.

n			The	principal	of	solidarity	applies	to	all	of	this:	We	have	
to	solve	our	problems	in	such	a	way	that	the	problems	
can	also	be	solved	by	the	weakest	members	of	society,	
the	global	south	and	subsequent	generations.

Equitable	redistribution,	social-ecological	transformation,	
democratic	redirection,	comprehensive	solidarity	–	together,	
these	four	cornerstones	constitute	a	real	U-turn	in	the	politi-
cal	dictates	of	the	global	economy.	They	constitute	the	real	
chance	of	which	the	protests	from	Cairo	to	New	York	spoke:	
the	possibility	of	a	self-determined	life	led	in	dignity	and	soli-
darity	for	everyone.	The	Rosa	Luxemburg	Foundation	has	an-
nounced	its	own	contribution	to	a	new	narrative	of	the	Left	in	
2011.

beYond gRoWth

Organized	by	Attac	with	the	Rosa	Luxemburg,	Friedrich	Ebert,	
Heinrich	Böll	and	Otto	Brenner	Foundations,	the	2,500	visitors	
of	the	congress	«Beyond	Growth?!»	held	in	Berlin	in	May	2011	
agreed:	We	can	no	longer	continue	with	business	as	usual	if	
our	planet	is	to	remain	inhabitable.	This	is	the	reason	for	the	
many	global	protests	against	the	projects	for	growth	by	those	
in	power.	Alberto	Acosta,	a	prominent	guest	of	the	Founda-
tion,	reported	on	Latin	American	experiences.	His	statement	
prompted	a	sharp	yet	productive	debate	on	the	criticism	of	the	
«neodesarrolismo»	(a	re-launched	development	paradigm)	
and	«extractivismo»	(focusing	on	the	exploitation	of	natural	
resources).
There	was	agreement	that	a	fundamental	socio-ecological	
transformation	is	needed,	but	there	were	significant	differ-
ences	regarding	the	steps	people	believed	were	needed	to	
achieve	this.	This	demonstrated	how	quickly	deep	rifts	can	
form	between	ecologically	oriented	movements	and	organi-
zations	like	trade	unions,	and	how	the	mutual	attribution	of	

Positions 34/2011

Dieter	Klein
the fouR pillARs – ContemplAtions on  

A ContempoRARY nARRAtive foR the left 

About	the	possible	benefits	of	the	term	narrative	for	an	alter-
native	social	project	by	the	Left

Positions 38/2011

Institute	for	Critical	Social	Analysis
An open histoRiCAl situAtion

Conflict	lines	–	scenarios	–	intervention	possibilities
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John	Holloway	at	the	Humboldt	University	in	Berlin	as	part	of	the	«Luxemburg	Lecture»

Perspectives	of	emancipation	were	passionately	debated	in	the	Literature	Forum		
of	the	Brecht	House	in	Berlin

sweeping	generalizations	can	inhibit	understanding.	The	Rosa	
Luxemburg	Foundation	participated	in	the	organization	of	the	
event	with	30	employees,	presented	more	than	25	speakers,	
42	program	contributions	and	contributed	a	large	portion	of	
the	funding.	The	congress	was	given	broad	media	coverage,	
which	ranged	from	TV	news	and	the	Frankfurter Allgemeine	
Zeitung to	alternative	media	projects.	The	largely	positive	re-
sponse,	both	among	the	participants	and	in	the	media,	dem-
onstrates	the	continuing	explosiveness	in	Germany	of	this	
important	debate	concerning	the	future,	and	possible	end,	
of	growth.	The	Foundation	will	address	these	issues	more	in-
tensely	in	the	future	and,	in	so	doing,	place	the	role	of	specific	
alternatives	at	the	forefront.	

«luxembuRg leCtuRes»

«Luxemburg	Lecture»	is	a	format	of	the	Institute	for	Critical	
Social	Analysis	and	the	Cultural	Forum	of	the	Rosa	Luxem-
burg	Foundation.	The	«Luxemburg	Lecture»	series	gives	in-
ternationally	renowned	left-wing	personalities	in	academia,	
politics,	culture	and	art,	as	well	as	civil	society,	the	opportunity	
to	present	their	positions	on	basic	contemporary	questions.	In	
2011,	five	events	in	this	series	were	held.

may 17, 2011 

envisioning ReAl utopiAs – in CApitAlism 

And beYond

«Luxemburg	Lecture»	with	the	sociologist		
Erik	Olin	Wright	
	
JuLy 4, 2011 

AfteR CApitAlism? 

PeRsPectives of emanciPation 

thinking diffeRentLy about the PRoJect communism

«Luxemburg	Lecture»	with	Raul	Zelikin	in	discussion		
with	Gregor	Gysi	and	Wolfgang	Engler

octobeR 19, 2011 

the pAin mAkeR

«Luxemburg	Lecture»	with	Marlene	Streeruwitz
	
decembeR 7, 2011 

CRACk CApitAlism! hoW to Widen the splits 

in, AgAinst And beYond CApitAlism

«Luxemburg	Lecture»	with	the	political	scientist		
John	Holloway

decembeR 12, 2011 

WhAt to do With A CRisis

«Luxemburg	Lecture»	with	the	literary	theorist	Michael	Hardt
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the ACAdemY  
foR politiCAl eduCAtion

Within	the	Rosa	Luxemburg	Foundation,	the	Academy	for	Po-
litical	Education	is	a	growing	department,	also	dedicated	to	
learning:	17	people	now	work	there,	in	addition	to	numerous	
interns,	in	twelve	main	areas.	They	develop	training	programs	
that	aim	to	meet	the	diverse	and	demanding	requirements	of	
our	target	groups.
Particular	emphasis	is	placed	on	networking.	Collegial	con-
sultation	and	joint	internal	seminars	serve	the	development	
of	new	educational	materials	and	formats	for	interested	indi-
viduals	in	the	party,	Foundation	and	Leftist	movement.	About	
12,000	people	participate	in	our	educational	programs	each	
year.	A	diversity	of	methods,	a	freedom	from	hierarchy	that	
is	liberating	in	approach,	radical	criticism	of	prevailing	con-
ditions,	critical	evaluation	and	solidarity	are	the	parameters	
of	our	work	and	that	by	which	we	wish	to	be	measured.	Al-
though	we	are	already	successful,	we	wish	to	do	better	still.
Based	on	five	examples	from	2011,	the	Academy’s		spectrum	
of	activities	is	outlined	below.	These	constitute	a	small	part	of	
the	Academy’s	rich	and	diverse	offerings,	which	are	realized	in	
close	cooperation	with	other	areas	of	the	Foundation.	

zoom!

Projects	conducted	at	the	intersection	of	art,	culture	and	po-
litical	education	can	open	up	surprising	perspectives.	They	
create	unexpected	approaches	to	political	issues	and	appeal	
to	new	audiences.	But	how	can	art	and	culture	influence	in-
grained	ways	of	thinking,	and	what	can	we	learn	from	this?	
These	questions	were	posed	by	the	Foundation-wide	cooper-
ative	project	«Wide	Angle:	Art.Culture.Politics».	In	September	
2011,	more	than	450	people	participated	in	the	unusual	and	
diverse	activities	of	this	thematic	week.	
An	exhibition	of	the	work	of	international	artists	in	the	rooms,	
halls,	paternoster,	and	courtyard	of	the	neues deutschland 
printing	and	publishing	house	on	Franz	Mehring	Platz	provi-
ded	the	opportunity	to	engage	with	different	forms	of	art	and	
culture	in	the	context	of	political	education.	A	day	of	continu-
ing	education	allowed	people	to	see	the	foundation	as	a	spon-
soring	and	educational	institution	for	innovative	project	ideas	
in	the	field	of	tension	between	art,	education	and	politics	and	
animated	participants	to	develop	new	criteria	for	their	own	
practices.	In	cooperation	with	partners	from	Friedrichshain,	
current	debates	concerning	urban	development,	instability	
and	the	struggle	for	cultural	freedoms	were	addressed	as	part	
of	the	program.	«Wide	Angle»	was	based	on	the	results	of	
platforma11,	an	international	workshop	week	held	in	Leipzig	
in	September	2011	that	was	dedicated	to	artistic	presentation	
as	a	political	field	of	action.
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Twenty	years	ago,	attacks	on	migrants	happened	almost	daily.		
Those	affected	by	the	pogrom	in	Hoyerswerda	spoke	about	the	event	in	Berlin

	Art	performance	as	part	of	«Wide	Angle:	Art.Culture.Politics»

feminism And the CRitique of CApitAlism

ROSA’S	SALON	is	the	name	of	a	new	series	of	events	devel-
oped	by	the	Gender	Relations	Department	and	the	Founda-
tion’s	discussion	group	«Women	and	Politics».	In	2011,	as	
part	of	this	series,	three	events	took	place	under	the	heading	
«Precarious	Movements.	Feminism	and	the	Critique	of	Capi-
talism».	In	ROSA’S	SALONS	both	established	discourses	and	
current	facets	of	the	(queer-)	feminist	critique	of	capitalism	will	
be	explored.	In	doing	this,	the	Salons	consciously	overstep	the	
boundaries	between	politics,	science	and	movements,	high	
culture	and	pop	action.	Using	interactive	methods,	the	par-
ticipants	come	to	discuss	practical	and	everyday	topics.	The	
special	feature	of	the	series	is	not	just	its	venue,	which	is	the	
hall	of	the	Magnus	Building	in	Berlin-Mitte;	its	casual	salon	
atmosphere	also	allows	guests	to	become	acquainted	with	
each	other	while	discussing	ideas	over	wine	and	appetizers	
after	the	official	program.	For	example,	one	might	meet	well-
known	speakers	such	as	Isabell	Lorey	at	artistic	performan-
ces	like	the	«Pussy	Ballet»,	where	capitalistic	turmoil	was	pas-
sionately	discussed	from	the	feminist	perspective.	Nearly	300,	
mostly	young	people	of	both	sexes	attended	this	successful	
evening.	

Video	footage	on	the	Youtube	channel	of	the	Rosa	Luxemburg	
Foundation	documents	the	event	series	that	is	made	possible	
only	through	the	voluntary	engagement	of	many	gender	acti-
vists	and	doctoral	scholarship	holders.	

A (non-)RetuRn: hoYeRsWeRdA Revisited

Another	of	the	Academy’s	major	events	focused	on	an	un-
pleasant	event:	the	20th	anniversary	of	the	racist	pogroms	in	
Hoyerswerda.	In	September	1991,	organized	neo-Nazis	and	
ordinary	residents	of	Hoyerswerda	besieged	the	apartment	
building	housing	refugees	and	former	East	German	contract	
workers,	finally	attacking	these	to	the	applause	of	as	many	as	
500	spectators.	Reason	enough	to	reflect	on	the	monstrous	
events	and	to	recall	the	time	when	there	were	almost	daily	at-
tacks	on	migrants	and	people	of	color,	and	to	illuminate	the	
developments	in	a	reunified	Germany	since	then.	At	events	
organized	collectively	with	affiliated	initiatives	(apabiz	e.V.,	
argumente	e.V.,	autofocus	e.V.,	Pogrom91	Hoyerswerda),	
Manuel	Nhacutou,	Emmanuel	Gärtner	and	Emmanuel	Agye-
man,	victims	of	those	racist	pogroms,	spoke.	More	than	300	
interested	people	came	to	the	location	Südblock	in	Kreuzberg	
to	demonstrate	their	respect	for	those	affected	back	then	and	
listened	to	these	men’s	current	experiences	in	Hoyerswerda.	
The	three	aforementioned	Africans	were	again	attacked	and	
insulted	by	a	Nazi	mob	while	visiting	the	town	on	the	occa-
sion	of	the	anniversary.	



20

the academy foR PoLiticaL education

Rural	development	was	the	focus	of	a	conference	on	May	13–14,	2011	in	Berlin

In	addition,	the	presentation	of	the	anthology	«Kaltland»	(Cold	
Land),	which	included	a	reading	and	podium	discussion	in	the	
Kreuzberg	Ballroom	in	December	2011,	attracted	a	large	audi-
ence	of	120.	There	is	great	interest	in	the	topic	of	racism	and	
Nazi	violence	and	this	interest	has	increased	since	the	revela-
tions	concerning	the	incredible	murders	of	the	Zwickau	terror	
cell.

ConfeRenCe «A netWoRk foR eveRYone»

Jointly	organized	by	the	Rosa	Luxemburg	Foundation	and	the	
party	faction	of	DIE	LINKE	in	the	federal	parliament,	a	net-
work-political	conference	took	place	on	September	3,	2011	
in	Berlin’s	Beta	House,	addressing	those	active	in	the	field	as	
well	as	a	generally	interested	public.	It	was	conceived	of	as	
a	critical	exchange	and	attracted	nearly	140	people	who	dis-
cussed	various	topics,	including	surveillance	and	data	reten-
tion,	the	significance	of	digital	communication	in	the	Arab	
revolutions,	the	demand	for	full	transparency	and	the	perspec-
tives	of	the	WikiLeaks	project.	
Also	addressed	were	the	neutrality	of	the	Net	and	property	
and	power	relationships	related	to	the	Internet	–	specifically	
the	DSL	service	in	sparsely	populated	regions	and	opportu-
nities	for	communal	self-organization.	A	number	of	«virtual»	
participants	followed	the	events	and	communicated	via	live	
streaming.	Feedback	was	extremely	positive:	particular	praise	
was	given	to	the	networking	and	cooperation	between	often	
very	different	participants.	

www.netzfueralle.blog.rosalux.de.

villAge euRope 

In	mid-May	2011,	the	Association	of	Rural	Movements	in	Eu-
rope	(ERCA)	and	the	Rosa	Luxemburg	Foundation	held	a	two-
day	international	conference	in	Berlin.	More	than	200	people	
from	all	over	Germany,	as	well	as	40	guests	from	other	Euro-
pean	countries,	participated.	
The	extensive	development	of	rural	space	is	an	important	
theme	in	all	of	Europe.	In	light	of	the	ongoing	migration	in	ma-
ny	places	of	populations	into	the	cities,	one	of	the	most	urgent	
tasks	is	to	improve	the	quality	of	life	in	rural	towns	and	villages	
and	to	preserve	their	local	identity,	particularly	because	of	the	
trend	to	create	larger	communities.	This	can	only	be	achieved	
by	strengthening	civil	society	structures	and	by	expanding	
forms	of	direct	democracy.	
In	his	opening	speech,	Staffan	Bond,	an	ERCA	board	mem-
ber,	described	the	activities	and	achievements	of	the	Swed-
ish	Village	Action	Movement.	For	some	time	now,	5,000	ac-
tion	groups	have	worked	together	on	the	initiative	«Sweden	
Should	Live».	Nathalie	Franzen	of	the	University	of	Mainz	
spoke	about	the	future	of	rural	development	from	the	public’s	
viewpoint,	based	on	examples	in	Hesse,	North	Rhine-West-
phalia	and	Rhineland-Palatinate.	The	lecture	by	Franz	Nahra-
da	of	the	«GIVE	Research	Society	–	Labor	for	Global	Villages»	
in	Vienna	was	presented	via	video	and	focused	on	the	chal-
lenge	of	global	cooperation	and	the	networking	of	rural	habi-
tats	around	the	world.
Experiences	of	practical	rural	development	and	the	Europe-
an	rural	movement	were	shared	in	six	work	groups	at	seven	
tables	in	a	«World	Café».	The	atmosphere	was	perceived	as	
creative	and	friendly.	Spontaneous	suggestions	were	made	to	
organize	such	meetings	regularly,	on	the	model	of	the	biennial	
«rural	parliament»	in	Sweden,	where	rural	movement	players	
from	the	entire	country	meet	on	an	equal	footing	with	politi-
cians	and	policy	makers.
The	conference	ended	with	a	new	beginning:	the	establish-
ment	of	an	initiative	group	for	the	creation	of	a	«German	Rural	
Movement»	made	up	of	local	activists,	men	and	women	from	
the	rural	and	regional	planning	agencies,	academia	and	poli-
tics.	
In	preparation	for	this	conference	and	under	the	direction	of	
Professor	Kurt	Krambach,	the	discussion	group	«Rural	Areas»	
of	the	Rosa	Luxemburg	Foundation	had	visited	a	number	of	
«rural	parliaments»	and	published	two	studies	on	rural	move-
ments.
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Wide Angle: ARt. CultuRe. politiCs.

1	 Thematic	week	poster
2	 Street	theater	as	part	of	the	theme	week	
3	 	Installations	by	international	artists	in	the		

neues deutschland	building
4	 Various	forms	of	art	and	culture	were	presented

1

3

4

2
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eduCAtionAl pRogRAms in 
the fedeRAl stAtes

The	Rosa	Luxemburg	Foundation	has	been	active	for	many	
years	in	all	16	German	states.	An	important	part	of	political	
education	there	takes	place	in	the	form	of	events,	publications	
and	other	projects.	This	work	is	conducted	in	close	coopera-
tion	with	the	legally	independent	state	foundations:	the	Rosa	
Luxemburg	Foundation	Baden-	Württemberg,	the	Kurt	Eis-
ner	Foundation	in	Bavaria,	the	Helle	Panke	Association	–	Rosa	
Luxemburg	Foundation	Berlin,	the	Rosa	Luxemburg	Founda-
tion	Brandenburg,	the	Rosa	Luxemburg	Initiative	Bremen,	the	
Rosa	Luxemburg	Foundation	Hamburg,	the	Forum	for	Educa-
tion	and	Analysis	–	Rosa	Luxemburg	Foundation	Hesse,	the	
Rosa	Luxemburg	Foundation	Mecklenburg-Western	Pome-
rania,	the	Rosa	Luxemburg	Foundation	Lower	Saxony,	the	
Rosa	Luxemburg	Foundation	North	Rhine-Westphalia,	the	
Jenny	Marx	Society	Rhineland-Palatinate,	the	Peter	Imandt	
Society	Saarland,	the	Rosa	Luxemburg	Foundation	Saxony,	
the	Rosa	Luxemburg	Foundation	Saxony-Anhalt,	the	associa-
tion	workshop	utopia	&	memory	–	Rosa	Luxemburg	Founda-
tion	Schleswig-Holstein	and	the	Rosa	Luxemburg	Foundation	
Thuringia.	In	the	16	German	states,	the	Foundation’s	regional	
offices	can	be	found	in	the	following	cities:	Stuttgart,	Munich,	
Berlin,	Potsdam,	Bremen,	Hamburg,	Frankfurt	on	the	Main,	
Rostock,	Hannover,	Duisburg	(located	in	a	new,	impressive,	
centrally	located	office	since	December	2011),	Mainz,	Saar-
brücken,	Leipzig,	Magdeburg,	Kiel,	Erfurt	and	Jena.
The	balance	sheet	for	2011	is	impressive.	Nearly	2,200	events	
with	80,000	participants	were	staged	in	the	German	states,	in	
close	cooperation	with	the	state	foundations.	Compared	to	
the	previous	year,	this	is	a	significant	increase.	With	its	offer	
of	sound	and	innovative	education	programs,	the	Foundation	
appealed	both	to	the	milieu	surrounding	the	party	DIE	LINKE	
and	to	a	broad	and	interested	public.	The	regional	offices	and	
the	state	foundations	developed	into	the	contact	partners	of	
a	pluralistic	Left	in	Germany	beyond	DIE	LINKE.	They	cooper-
ate	with	a	large	number	of	initiatives,	social	movements,	trade	
unions,	educational	institutions	and	various	local	politicians.	
At	the	local	level,	so-called	Rosa	Luxemburg	clubs	exist	in	Ba-
varia,	Lower	Saxony,	North	Rhine-Westphalia	and	Saxony;	
elsewhere,	often	in	small	communities,	there	are	circles	of	
friends	(Mecklenburg-Western	Pomerania),	contact	points	
(Brandenburg,	Hesse	and	Saxony-	Anhalt),	and	education	cir-
cles	that	have	also	emerged	as	important	cooperation	part-
ners.	Educational	work	is	realized	«on	site»	by	these	groups,	
above	all	in	the	form	of	evening	lectures	and	discussions,	and	
increasingly	as	workshops,	day	and	weekend	seminars,	con-
ferences,	exhibitions	and	excursions.	
The	majority	of	the	extensive	work	in	the	German	states	is	
done	by	volunteers.	The	work	of	the	state	foundations	is	fi-
nanced	in	part	by	the	Rosa	Luxemburg	Foundation	(i.e.	with	
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An	impressive	balance	sheet:	In	close	cooperation		
with	the	state	foundations,	in	2011	nearly	2,200	events		
with	80,000	participants	took	place.

Employees	of	the	regional	offices	and	the	branches	in	a	closed	meeting	in	Brussels

federal	funds),	and	with	individual	funds	(i.e.	donations	and	
membership	dues).	In	a	number	of	German	states,	state	funds	
can	also	be	used;	this	is	currently	the	case	in	Brandenburg,	
Berlin,	Bremen,	Hamburg,	Hesse,	Mecklenburg-Western	
Pomerania,	Lower	Saxony,	North	Rhine-Westphalia,	Saxony,	
Saxony-Anhalt	and	Thuringia.	The	amount	of	available	state	
funds	varies	widely,	based	on	state-specific	regulations.
Based	on	this	material	and	organizational	foundation,	educa-
tional	activities	will	be	further	developed	in	the	states	in	the	
future.	The	forms	of	the	political	educational	work	will	remain	
diverse,	and	will	include	printed	and	internet	publications,	dis-
cussion	and	work	groups	and	research	activities,	as	well	as	
the	aforementioned	event	selections.
In	2011,	the	thematic	offerings	in	the	areas	of	anti-fascism,	
anti-racism	and	international	politics	were	very	popular	in	all	
German	states.	Events	focusing	on	gender	relations	and	femi-
nism,	as	well	as	economic,	labor	and	social	policies,	were	also	
very	popular.	The	highest	number	of	events	–	as	in	previous	
years	–	was	on	questions	of	history	and	contemporary	history	
politics.
In	Baden-	Württemberg,	Bremen,	Mecklenburg-Western	
Pomerania,	Lower	Saxony,	Schleswig-Holstein	and	Thuringia			
anti-fascism	and	anti-racism	were	given	special	emphasis.	
In	states	such	as	Brandenburg,	North	Rhine-Westphalia	and	
Saarland	the	majority	of	activities	focused	on	education	and	
scientific	and	academic	policy.	In	addition,	several	states	or-
ganized	a	range	of	local	government	training	programs.	Many	
of	the	events	will	be	organized	with	other,	very	different	part-
ners,	including	private	agencies,	libraries,	museums,	theaters	
and	other	cultural	institutions.	Fortunately,	in	recent	years,	
the	proportion	of	women	participating	in	these	events	has	in-
creased	to	around	40	percent.	The	proportion	of	younger	par-
ticipants	has	also	increased.	About	30	percent	of	those	who	
participate	in	our	training	courses	are	under	30.	Quite	a	few	
events	of	the	state	foundations	saw	themselves	as	part	of	
cross-collaboration	projects.	In	this	context,	in	2011,	in	col-
laboration	with	the	Rosa	Luxemburg	Foundation	and	the	state	
foundations,	the	15th	«Potsdam	Colloquium	on	Foreign	and	

Germany	Policy»,	the	«Women’s	Summer	Academy	2011»,	
the	conference	«Scrap	Nuclear	Weapons	–	Shut	Down	Nu-
clear	Power	Plants	–	End	the	War	Immediately»	and	the	«8th	

Academy	of	Journalism,	Citizens’	Media,	Public	Relations	and	
Media	Skills	BORDERless»	all	took	place.
In	January	2011,	the	sector	«Nationwide	Work»	was	estab-
lished	in	the	Rosa	Luxemburg	Foundation.	Its	mission	is	to	
coordinate	the	cooperation	of	all	Foundation	sectors	with	the	
regional	offices	and	state	foundations,	as	well	as	their	coop-
eration	with	each	other.	This	structural	change	has	already	
proven	its	worth	in	the	first	year.

At	the	end	of	2011,	a	closed	meeting	of	all	employees	of	the	
regional	offices	and	branches	was	held	in	the	Foundation’s	
Brussels	office.	The	foci	of	this	meeting	were	an	analysis	of	
the	educational	work	carried	out	in	2011,	plans	for	2012	and	
subsequent	years	and	the	«European	Politics	Educational	
Building	Blocks»	that	were	developed	by	the	Brussels	office	
and	are	to	be	implemented	in	close	cooperation	with	the	sec-
tor	«Nationwide	Work».
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A	two-day	seminar	explores	the	topic	of	transitions	in	North	Africa	«Stuttgart	21»:	the	beginning	of	a	new	democracy	movement?

baden-WüRttembeRg

the pRotests AgAinst «stuttgARt 21»

Did	a	new	democracy	movement	evolve	in	Germany	as	a	re-
sult	of	the	protests	against	the	rail	project	in	Stuttgart?	The	
answer	to	this	question	was	sought	by	the	Rosa	Luxemburg	
Foundation	Baden-Württemberg	last	year	in	a	series	of	public	
events	that	pursued	the	nationally	followed	conflict	in	its	dem-
ocratical-theoretical	and	practical	aspects.	What	is	beyond	
dispute	is	that	the	train	station	and	real	estate	project	«Stutt-
gart	21»	mobilized	and	politicized	the	citizens	in	Stuttgart	in	a	
way	that	would	have	been	unthinkable	just	a	few	years	ago.	
Photographs	and	statements	of	the	documentary	«Stuttgart	
Stands	Up.	Portrait	of	a	New	Democracy	Movement»	by	the	
Stuttgart	film	maker	Hermann	G.	Abmayr,	which	opened	sev-
eral	of	the	Foundation’s	events,	were	an	impressive	depiction	
of	the	movement.	
What	was	the	main	reason	for	the	protest?	Discontent	with	
the	practiced	models	of	deliberation	and	decision	making	on	
political	issues	is	probably	the	most	frequently	cited	reason.	
From	this	perspective,	the	conflict	surrounding	«Stuttgart	21»	
represents	a	struggle	over	political	form	and	the	self-concep-
tion	of	political	actors.	It	is	a	conflict	that	is	concerned	with	
the	renewal	of	democracy	and	the	redefinition	of	the	relation-
ship	between	constituent	sovereignty	of	the	people	and	the	
constituted	constitutional	state.	Thus,	the	protest	movement	
against	the	new	railway	station	in	Stuttgart	went	beyond	the	
content	of	the	discussion.	It	shows	that	the	demands	for	«true	
democracy»	(«Democracia	real»)	and	social	justice	(«We	are	
the	99	percent»)	presuppose	and	justify	one	another.	
Through	its	political	educational	work,	the	Rosa	Luxemburg	
Foundation	Baden-Württemberg	wishes	to	accompany	Left-
ist	discourse	and	provide	impulses	for	the	self-understanding	
of	Leftist	social	and	political	actors.	Due	to	the	protest	move-
ment	against	«Stuttgart	21»,	new	demands	have	arisen	that	
the	Foundation	will	have	to	meet	in	the	future.

bavaRia

the ARAb spRing And euRope 

The	events	of	the	Arab	Spring	radiated	throughout	the	world.	
First	in	Tunisia,	then	in	Egypt,	and	finally	in	Yemen,	Jordan,	
Bahrain,	Libya	and	Syria,	people	took	to	the	streets	en	masse.	
These	unexpected	uprisings	and	revolutions	posed	new	chal-
lenges	for	the	EU	countries.	On	the	one	hand,	they	lost	long-
time	trading	partners,	while	on	the	other	hand,	more	and	more	
people	from	Arab	countries	took	advantage	of	the	situation	
and	came	to	Europe.	For	this	reason,	in	early	2011,	the	Foun-
dation’s	Brussels	office	–	in	cooperation	with	the	Rosa	Lux-
emburg	Foundation	of	Bavaria	–	held	a	two-day	seminar	in	
Innsbruck	entitled	«Lost	Opportunities	at	the	Dawn	of	a	Gold-
en	Future?	Europe,	North	Africa,	and	the	Arab	Spring».	The	
seminar	was	a	pilot	project	of	the	Brussels	office	as	part	of	
the	«European	Politics	Educational	Building	Blocks».	An	initial	
overview	of	the	social	aspects	and	the	role	of	youth	in	the	Arab	
Spring	was	provided	by	the	lawyer	Bernard	Schmid.	The	so-
cial	scientist	Stefanie	Fischbach	addressed	the	importance	of	
the	new	media	and	of	trade	unions	in	Egypt.	The	Middle	East	
expert	Fritz	Balke	presented	the	current	situation	in	Yemen,	
and	Daniela	Gagla	reported	from	personal	experience	on	the	
protests	in	Syria.
In	the	second	part	of	the	seminar	Bernard	Schmid	and	Chris-
toph	Marischka	from	the	«Information	Center	Militarization»	
explored	free	trade	agreements	and	measures	of	«democrati-
zation	aid».	The	European	migration	policy	and,	in	particular,	
the	European	Frontex	agency	were	the	focus	of	the	contribu-
tions	by	Lorenz	Kramer,	domestic	assistant	to	the	European	
representatives	of	DIE	LINKE	Cornelia	Ernst,	and	Miriam	Ed-
ding	from	the	«Foundation	:do».	Erhard	Crome,	consultant	for	
peace	and	security	policy	and	European	policy	at	the	Institute	
for	Critical	Social	Analysis	at	the	Rosa	Luxemburg	Foundation,	
analyzed	the	behavior	of	the	EU	in	Libya.	In	conclusion,	nearly	
50	participants	from	all	over	Bavaria	discussed	links	to	their	
own	political	work.
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Brandenburg’s	Minister	of	Justice,	Volkmar	Schöneburg,	at	the	ceremony	in	Potsdam

«The	Foundation	honored	its	name	with	the	presentation		
of	many	interesting	personalities	from	politics,	art,	science	

and	sport	and	has	defended	socialist	ideas	in		
conjunction	with	individual	rights.»

Volkmar	Schöneburg	on	the	occasion	of	the	20th	anniversary		
of	the	Rosa	Luxemburg	Foundation	Brandenburg

beRLin

AfteR the silenCe

The	international	conference	«After	the	Silence»	resulted	from	
the	idea	of	a	work	group	at	the	Berlin	VVN	BdA	(Society	of	
People	Persecuted	by	the	Nazi	Regime	–	Federation	of	Anti-
Fascists)	to	commemorate	the	anti-fascist	Germans	living	in	
Soviet	exile	who	were	persecuted,	deported	and	murdered.	
This	built	on	the	conference	«The	Prescribed	Silence.	German	
Anti-Fascists	in	Soviet	Exile»,	held	in	June	2010.
In	October	2011,	in	Berlin’s	House	of	Democracy,	German	
and	Russian	historians	gave	lectures	and	chaired	discussion	
groups	in	which	they	provided	information	about	their	search	
for	the	unknown	or	missing	persons	still	remaining	in	prison	
records,	death	lists,	secret	dossiers	and	cemetery	books.	They	
reported	on	their	investigative	legwork	in	the	archives	of	still	
secret	holdings,	and	on	the	reward	of	successful	endeavors,	
of	being	able	to	give	back	the	names	and	biographies	to	the	
dead.
«After	the	Silence»	does	not	mean	that	the	time	of	silence	is	
over.	«Remembrance	work»	shifts,	rather,	the	emphasis	onto	
the	present.	In	addition	to	the	arduous	search	for	the	forgot-
ten	victims,	it	is	also	about	«Stalinism	as	a	system»,	i.e.	about	
carrying	out	research	into	the	causes	of	crime	in	dictatorial	
power	structures	and	their	executors.	In	addition,	questions	
are	asked	about	what	the	period	of	mass	terror	in	the	Soviet	
Union,	from	the	1930s	to	the	1950s,	had	to	do	with	the	strate-
gies	of	deliberate	silence	on	the	former	socialist	countries.	For	
this	reason,	too,	this	is	a	joint	German-Russian	project.
At	the	conclusion	of	the	Berlin	conference	in	October	2011,	at-
tention	was	given	to	the	issue	of	mounting	a	memorial	plaque	
on	the	Karl	Liebknecht	House	in	Berlin	in	commemoration	of	
the	thousands	of	German	communists	and	anti-fascists	who	
were	victims	of	Stalinist	terror	in	the	1930s	and	1950s.

bRandenbuRg

dediCAted to politiCAl eduCAtion 

On	July	2,	2011,	the	Rosa	Luxemburg	Foundation	Branden-
burg	celebrated	its	20th	anniversary.	About	170	people	partici-
pated	in	the	festive	event	in	Potsdam.	Most	of	these	were	from	
Brandenburg,	but	well-wishers	from	other	German	states	also	
found	their	way	into	the	cabaret	Obelisk	in	Potsdam.
Almost	to	the	day,	20	years	later,	on	July	6,	1991,	the	Founda-
tion	was	founded	by	about	30	individuals	interested	in	politi-
cal	education	in	the	new	state	of	Brandenburg	and	named	the	
«Brandenburg	Association	for	Civic	Education	‹Rosa	Luxem-
burg›».	Today,	the	Foundation	has	98	members.	In	its	20	years	
of	existence,	it	has	organized	2,700	events	in	81	cities	and	
towns	around	the	country,	reaching	more	than	90,000	people.
A	review	of	the	first	two	decades	attracted	the	CEO	of	the	
Foundation,	Professor	Siegfried	Prokop.	The	Attorney	General	
of	the	State	of	Brandenburg,	Volkmar	Schöneburg,	praised	
the	performance	of	the	Brandenburg	Foundation	in	the	ar-
ea	of	Leftist	political	education.	Schöneburg	is	also	a	mem-
ber	of	the	Foundation’s	management	board	in	Brandenburg.	
Words	of	praise	were	also	given	to	the	manager	of	DIE	LINKE	
in	the	German	Bundestag	and	to	the	deputy	chairwoman	of	
the	federal	Foundation,	Dagmar	Enkelmann,	as	well	as	to	Ker-
stin	Kaiser,	head	of	the	DIE	LINKE	fraction	in	the	Brandenburg	
state	parliament.	Other	short	introductions	were	given	by	the	
Deputy	Prime	Minister	and	Finance	Minister	of	Brandenburg,	
Helmuth	Markov,	and	the	former	East	German	Minister	Presi-
dent,	Hans	Modrow.
In	closing,	the	Filmmuseum	Potsdam,	the	Brecht-Weigel	
House	in	Buckow	and	the	Association	for	International	Poli-
cy	and	International	Law	spoke	of	their	experiences	with	the	
Rosa	Luxemburg	Foundation	Brandenburg.	The	Brandenburg	
Foundation	can	look	back	on	a	year	that	included	166	events	
at	34	locations	in	Brandenburg.	These	events	attracted	some	
11,000	people.
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The	practical	and	theoretical	topic	of	an	event	in	Dortmund:	civil	disobedience	against	Nazi	processions

educationaL PRogRams in the fedeRaL states

LoWeR saxony

soCiAl mediA poliCY 

How	WikiLeaks,	Facebook,	Twitter,	etc.	can	be	used	for	po-
litical	public	relations	was	discussed	on	June	25,	2011	at	a	
meeting	of	the	Rosa	Luxemburg	Foundation	of	Lower	Sax-
ony	in	Hannover.	It	is	well	known	that	the	diverse	possibilities	
of	Web	2.0	have	greatly	changed	political	communications	
for	both	journalists	and	political	activists.	Following	an	intro-
duction	by	Caja	Thimm,	professor	of	media	studies	and	inter-
media	at	the	University	of	Bonn,	detailed	discussions	were	
conducted	in	four	workshops.	The	social	media	coach	Heiko	
Idensen	explained	how	politically	active	people	can	use	the	In-
ternet	for	their	own	initiatives.	Julia	Seeliger,	technology	jour-
nalist	and	online	editor	of	the	taz	newspaper,	also	discussed	
different	forms	of	journalism	in	times	of	WikiLeaks	and	Web	
2.0.	The	question	of	what	new	dimensions	of	power	and	con-
trol	are	being	developed	on	the	Internet	was	pursued	by	the	
participants	in	a	workshop	with	Jürgen	Kuri,	deputy	chief	edi-
tor	of	the	c’t magazine	for	computer	technology.	Kathrin	Ganz,	
blogger	and	researcher	in	the	group	«Digital	Media	in	Educa-
tion»	at	the	University	of	Bremen,	chaired	a	workshop	on	how	
women,	lesbians	and	transgender	individuals	can	navigate	
and	are	perceived	in	the	digital	world.
Social	development	scenarios	related	to	the	Internet	were	at	
the	center	of	discussion	in	the	final	podium.	Lively	debates	
took	place	about	whether	the	current	development	leads	to	
more	repression,	more	transparency,	more	control	or	more	
freedom	of	information.	In	addition	to	the	Rosa	Luxemburg	
Foundation	Lower	Saxony	and	the	Cultural	and	Communica-
tions	Center	Pavilion,	the	conference	on	social	media	policy	
was	also	organized	by	the	Foundation	of	Life	and	Environ-
ment/Heinrich	Böll	Foundation	in	Lower	Saxony.

noRth Rhine-WestPhaLia

Civil disobedienCe AgAinst nAzis

Dortmund	was	and	still	is	considered	a	stronghold	of	the	«Au-
tonomous	Nationalists».	For	over	ten	years,	neo-Nazis	have	
called	for	the	«National	Anti-War	Day»	to	be	celebrated	around	
the	first	of	September.	Resistance	to	this	continues	to	in-
crease.	Against	this	background,	the	Rosa	Luxemburg	Foun-
dation	of	North	Rhine-Westphalia	organized	an	action	con-
ference	on	July	16,	2011	in	the	ver.di	building	in	Dortmund.	
Together	with	the	alliance	«Dortmund	Resists»,	representa-
tives	of	the	Green	Party,	Young	Socialists	and	trade	unions	dis-
cussed	forms	of	civil	disobedience.	At	the	end	of	the	debate	it	
was	clear:	Everyone	was	in	favor	of	non-violent	resistance	to	
Nazis.	Blocking	a	Nazi	rally	by	one’s	presence	was	recognized	
as	a	legitimate	means	of	protest.
No	sooner	said	than	done.	First,	in	the	rooms	of	the	union	
building,	the	participants	practiced	in	a	sit-in;	later	they	went	
to	the	field	for	action	training.	The	Dortmund	police	watched	
the	blockade	training	with	suspicion,	and	video	cameras	were	
used.	Even	before	the	action	conference	took	place,	the	Dort-
mund	police	made	it	clear	that	public	blockade	training	consti-
tutes	a	public	invitation	to	commit	a	criminal	offense	and	will	
be	punished	accordingly.
The	media	reported	extensively	on	the	action	conference,	
in	particular	on	the	action	training.	The	chief	prosecutor	of	
Dortmund	was	quoted	in	the	press.	«It’s	only	practice»,	was	
her	comment.	Rarely	had	an	event	of	the	Rosa	Luxemburg	
Foundation	of	North	Rhine-Westphalia	caused	such	a	stir.	On	
September	3,	several	thousand	people,	including	the	mayor	
of	Dortmund	and	the	former	State	Labor	Minister	Guntram	
Schneider,	blocked	the	Nazi	demonstration	in	Dortmund.	
Such	political	education	can	have	direct	beneficial	effects.
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Right-wing	populists	marching:	the	subject	of	a	conference	at	the	community	center		
in	Mainz-Kastel

Gerhard	Besier	and	Wolfgang	Wippermann	in	discussion	with	Eckhard	Jesse		
in	Frankenberg’s	town	hall

educationaL PRogRams in the fedeRaL states

RhineLand-PaLatinate

euRope’s neW Right

Over	the	past	decade,	right-wing	populist	parties	have	be-
come	increasingly	popular	in	Europe.	What	is	new	for	these	
parties	and	politicians	is	their	ostentatiously	bourgeois	poli-
tical	style.	They	are	not	openly	neo-fascist,	but	they	do	pick	
up,	argumentatively	speaking,	on	fascist	ideologies	regarding	
the	inequality	of	different	«peoples»	and	groups	of	people.	Be-
cause	of	this	recent	trend,	the	Jenny	Marx	Society	for	Political	
Education	and	the	Rosa	Luxemburg	Foundation	Rhineland-
Palatinate	invited	approximately	100	interested	individuals	to	
meet	on	November	1,	2011	to	discuss	the	phenomenon	of	
right-wing	populism	from	different	perspectives.
Is	it	the	neo-liberalism	of	the	prevailing	economic	and	political	
elites	that	creates	a	breeding	ground	for	right-wing	populism	
and	right-wing	extremism?	How	can	we	explain	the	different	
manifestations	of	the	New	Right	in	Europe?	How	can	right-
wing	populism	be	effectively	countered?	These	and	other	
questions	were	the	focus	of	the	meeting.
Possible	answers	were	provided	by	the	social	scientists	Katrin	
Reimer,	Sven	Schönfelder	and	Christoph	Butterwegge.	They	
analyzed	similarities	and	differences,	causes	and	effects,	and	
the	power	of	neo-liberalism	as	a	framework	for	different	vari-
ants	of	right-wing	populism.	Political	scientist	and	author	Gerd	
Wiegel	addressed	the	«advance	of	right-wing	populists»	in	Eu-
rope.	Psychologist	and	journalist	Michael	Zander	presented	a	
lecture	on	the	«social	breeding	grounds	for	right-wing	move-
ments».	Historian	Helmut	Kellersohn	reflected	on	«right-wing	
populism	as	the	medial	reproduction	of	racist	sentiment».	Al-
exander	Häusler	and	Hans-Peter	Killgus	discussed	the	Ger-
man	right-wing	populists’	hostility	to	Muslims,	and	Karin	
Priester	and	Sergio	Muzzupappa	reflected	on	the	role	of	Silvio	
Berlusconi.	The	conclusion	of	the	event	was	a	panel	discus-
sion	on	the	issue	of	Leftist	counter-strategies	against	right-
wing	populism.

saxony

the theoRY of extRemism put to the test

In	Saxony,	the	theory	of	extremism	is	particularly	effective	and	
powerful.	Protests	against	Nazi	demonstrations	are	criminal-
ized	using	the	theory.	In	the	Saxon	press,	even	members	of	the	
SPD	have	been	suspected	of	being	«extremist»	because	they	
have	called	for	peaceful	blockades	against	Nazis.	In	February	
2011,	without	a	search	warrant,	offices	of	the	party	DIE	LINKE	
in	Dresden	were	raided	by	police	and	searched,	and	millions	
of	cell	phone	data	items	were	stored	in	the	context	of	the	anti-
Nazi	protests	in	Dresden.
Just	how	controversial	the	theory	of	extremism	is	was	demon-
strated	on	October	4,	2011	in	Frankenberg’s	town	hall,	where	
supporters	and	opponents	argued	with	each	other	in	a	panel	
discussion.	Eckhard	Jesse,	a	true	advocate	of	the	theory	of	
extremism,	emphasized	that	it	was	not	right	to	ban	all	extre-
mism.	Instead,	moderate	forms	of	extremism	would	certainly	
promote	democracy.	Wolfgang	Wippermann,	however,	said	
that,	from	a	seat	in	parliament,	one	cannot	recognize	politi-
cal	viewpoints	up	close	and	infer	a	relationship	to	democracy.	
Historically	speaking,	the	extremism	theory	is	questionable.	
In	the	history	of	the	Federal	Republic	of	Germany,	the	primary	
anti-communist	totalitarianism-tinged	doctrine	has	developed	
some	very	undemocratic	characteristics.	Gerhard	Besier,	for-
mer	director	of	the	Hannah	Arendt	Institute	for	Research	on	
Totalitarianism,	saw	the	causes	of	violence	on	the	side	lines	of	
demonstrations,	football	matches	and	festivals	less	in	terms	
of	political	beliefs.	The	event	character	and	socio-psychologi-
cal	factors	are	often	important	in	outbreaks	of	violence.
Despite	the	aforementioned	shortcomings	and	criticisms,	the	
theory	of	extremism	enjoys	ongoing	popularity	in	the	govern-
ment	and	administration.	The	impact	on	political	practices,	
therefore,	was	a	central	theme	of	the	subsequent	open	round	
of	discussions.
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Practical	approaches	were	the	focus	of	the	conference	«Cities	of	the	Future»,	opened	by		
Dr.	Evelin	Wittich	of	the	sustainability	discussion	group	of	the	Rosa	Luxemburg	Foundation

The	regional	offices	of	the	Rosa	Luxemburg	Foundation		
and	the	federal	state	foundations	have	developed	into		
contact	partners	of	a	pluralistic	Left	in	Germany,	beyond		
DIE	LINKE	party.

educationaL PRogRams in the fedeRaL states

saxony-anhaLt

«Cities of the futuRe»

How	can	urban	life	be	made	more	sustainable?	What	do	ap-
propriate	visions	of	the	future	look	like?	What	demands	do	
they	make	on	energy	and	transportation	policies,	architecture	
and	the	organization	of	social	life?	And	what	innovative	ap-
proaches,	projects	and	practices	already	exist	that	can	bring	
us	closer	to	the	goal	of	sustainable	social	and	urban	develop-
ment?	These	questions	were	the	focus	of	the	conference	«Ci-
ties	of	the	Future»	in	Magdeburg’s	Roncalli	House	in	Novem-
ber	2011,	organized	by	the	Rosa	Luxemburg	Foundation	of	
Saxony-Anhalt	and	the	Foundation’s	sustainability	discussion	
group.	
About	70	interested	people	attended,	including	a	large	num-
ber	of	young	people,	as	well	as	politicians	and	employees	of	
local	governments.	Of	great	value	to	the	municipalities	and	re-
gions	represented	at	the	conference	was	the	discussion	about	
practical	experiences.	There	were	numerous	presentations	of	
various	urban	pilot	projects	in	Germany,	presented	by	experts	
from	the	local	government,	the	Federal	Ministry	of	Transport,	
Construction	and	Urban	Development	and	participating	com-
panies	and	research	institutions,	as	well	as	by	NGOs	and	so-
cial	movements.	Of	particular	interest	were	cities	suffering	
from	a	population	decline	and	tight	budgets,	as	well	as,	for	
example,	the	idea	of			an	energy-efficient	street	lighting	system	
or	an	exchange	of	experiences	about	the	benefits	of	a	tick-
etless	public	transportation	system.	There	was	also	conside-
rable	need	for	discussions	regarding	«energy	in	civil	hands».
The	conference	ended	with	the	awards	ceremony,	in	which	
awards	were	presented	to	students	who	had	participated	
in	the	competition	«City,	State,	Sustainability!	–	Develop-
ing	Visions	Together».	The	first	prize	went	to	a	comprehen-
sive	school	in	Magdeburg,	the	second	to	the	Seelandschule	
School	in	Nachterstedt,	and	the	third	to	a	secondary	school	
in	Tangerhütte.	After	and	between	the	presentations,	there	
was	also	the	opportunity	to	explore	new	technologies	and	pi-
lot	projects	on	site,	including	one	presented	at	the	meeting:	

the	energy	efficient	street	lighting	system	«Dimmlight»	devel-
oped	by	a	company	in	Zerbst.

schLesWig-hoLstein

CommunitY mediA WoRkshop

Often	they	have	to	fight	for	recognition	under	precarious	con-
ditions.	Not	this	weekend.	From	November	11–13,	2011	cre-
ators	and	makers	of	so-called	alternative	and	community	me-
dia	met	in	Hamburg’s	Gängeviertel.	Representatives	from	
some	20	media	initiatives	and	organizations	from	all	over	Ger-
many	came	to	Hamburg	to	learn	from	each	other,	to	strike	up	
conversations	and	to	explore	cooperation	and	plan	joint	ven-
tures.
In	Germany	there	are	many	different	models	of	access	to	and	
participation	in	the	media,	particularly	with	regard	to	the	high-
ly	regulated	broadcasting	sector.	The	recognition	and	support	
of	citizens’	and	alternative	media	often	depend	on	the	indivi-
dual	state’s	media	laws.	While	some	local	initiatives	can	secure	
their	own	licenses,	in	other	places	access	to	existing	services	
is	only	possible	as	a	registered	user.	In	some	states,	participa-
tion	in	independent	initiatives	is	completely	forbidden.	Even	
with	the	financial	support	of	government	agencies,	there	are	
significant	regional	differences.
What	role	do	community	and	alternative	media	play	in	North-
ern	Germany?	This	question	was	discussed	by	Heiko	Hilker	
of	the	Dresden	Institute	for	Education	and	Consulting	and	
Jeffrey	Wimmer	of	the	Technical	University	of	Ilmenau	in	a	
panel	discussion	with	Lars	Juhl	Rathje	of	the	Radio	Initiative	
Schleswig-Holstein	and	Christian	Brandt	from	the	radio	sta-
tion	«Freies	Sender	Kombinat»	in	Hamburg.	The	diversity	of	
community	media	was	reflected	on	the	second	day	of	the	con-
ference,	as	various	initiatives	and	projects	were	introduced	in	
detail.	Subsequently,	work	groups	were	formed.	One	result	
of	the	discussion	was	that,	especially	in	Schleswig-Holstein,	
because	of	the	«open	channel»,	the	danger	of	being	margin-
alized	exists.	It	is	not	possible	to	get	a	broadcasting	license.	
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What	potential	do	civil	and	alternative	media	have	in	the	media	society?	A	discussion	round	at	the	community	media	workshop	in	Hamburg

educationaL PRogRams in the fedeRaL states

In	addition,	when	it	comes	to	uncomfortable	issues	raised	
by	left-wing	groups,	there	is	often	no	air	time	available,	as	in	
spring	2011	with	the	conflicts	regarding	the	news	coverage	
by	Radio	Initiative	Schleswig-Holstein	of	the	neo-Nazi	march	
in	Lübeck.

thuRingia

tRAde unions in 1989/90 And in 2011

A	hitherto	neglected	aspect	was	pursued	by	the	Rosa	Lux-
emburg	Foundation	Thuringia,	the	German	Federation	of	
Trade	Unions	(DGB),	the	Educational	Institute	of	the	DGB	
in	Thuringia	and	the	church	initiative	«Open	Work	Erfurt»	in	
April	2011,	at	a	joint	event	in	Erfurt.	«Works	Councils	and	Free	
Trade	Unions	in	the	GDR	in	1989/90»	was	the	event’s	title.
In	late	1989,	in	the	factories	of	the	disintegrating	GDR,	there	
were	serious	discussions	about	the	structure	and	content	of	
independent	trade	unions	that	resulted	in	the	creation	of	vari-
ous	representative	bodies.	In	the	wake	of	company	restruc-
turing	and	mass	layoffs,	these	initiatives,	however,	lost	their	
base.	After	the	DGB	structures	were	also	established	in	the	
east	of	the	country,	these	approaches	fell	completely	to	the	
side	lines.	To	what	extent	the	experiences	of	self-conceived	
and	self-made,	if	short-lived	operations	can	still	be	used	to	in-

spire	the	debate	about	social	questions	was	one	of	the	issues	
discussed.
Also	in	April,	under	the	title	«Unions	as	Social	Actors	2011»,	
the	same	organizers	explored	the	role	of	the	workers’	orga-
nization	today.	In	2011	almost	one	in	four	workers	in	Germa-
ny	was	working	in	a	low-wage	job.	The	number	of	temporary	
workers	and	employees	has	quadrupled	in	the	last	twelve	
years.	Due	to	this	development,	the	unions	have	lost	their	
mobilization	and	organizational	skills	as	well	as	institutional	
power.	In	particular,	the	industrial	unions	are	in	danger	of	de-
generating	into	a	representation	of	the	particular	interests	of	
the	remaining	core	staff.	The	strengthening	of	unions’	organi-
zational	power	by	involving	more	employees	(including	non-
members)	in	decisions	on	the	political	course	to	be	followed,	
the	struggle	against	the	imposition	of	a	profit-oriented	logic,	
including	in	the	human	services	sector,	and	for	greener	pro-
duction	methods	through	a	dramatic	transformation	of	energy	
systems	may	constitute	the	most	important	policy	areas	for	
trade	unions	today.	
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CenteR foR  
inteRnAtionAl diAlog  
And CoopeRAtion

On	December	17,	2010,	when	the	greengrocer	Mohamed	
Bouazizi	set	himself	on	fire	in	Tunisia	in	protest	against	the	
social	conditions	in	his	country,	no	one	could	have	imagined	
that	this	act	of	desperation	would	trigger	a	chain	reaction	that	
would	irrevocably	change	the	Arab	world	in	just	a	short	pe-
riod.	Following	a	month	of	protests,	the	Tunisian	dictator	Ben	
Ali,	who	had	ruled	the	country	for	23	years,	fled	his	home-
land.	Just	eleven	days	later,	the	revolution	began	in	Egypt,	
and	within	weeks	it	would	take	almost	all	Arab	countries	in	
its	grip.
With	these	events,	the	Foundation’s	work	in	the	region	
changed	dramatically.	Until	then,	the	work	had	focused	main-
ly	on	Israel	and	Palestine,	for	historical	reasons.	In	the	next	few	
years,	it	will	be	expanded	to	include	the	entire	southern	and	
eastern	Mediterranean.	In	summer	2011,	the	decision	was	
made	to	open	an	office	in	Turkey	and	one	in	Cairo,	from	which	
the	work	in	North	Africa	will	be	supervised.

neW pRioRities 

In	Egypt,	the	effects	of	the	revolution	are	especially	appar-
ent	in	the	huge	increase	in	people’s	self-confidence.	No	mat-
ter	how	the	real	conditions	of	life	for	people	develop	in	the	
coming	years,	the	experience	of	having	brought	down	a	dic-
tatorship	will	remain	deeply	rooted	in	the	country’s	collective	
memory.	And	this	mobilizes	the	individual	to	assume	respon-
sibility	for	societal	interests	and	demand	his	rights.
In	this	lively	environment,	many	grassroots	organizations,	
political	initiatives	and	small	groups	have	formed	to	fight	for	
their	concerns	on	different	levels.	They	come	together,	often	
split	again,	and	sometimes	even	disappear	completely	soon	
after.
A	culture	of	protest	had	already	been	created	in	recent	years.	
From	the	beginning,	the	Egyptian	Left	played	an	important	
role	in	demonstrations,	strikes	and	sit-ins	by	the	new	trade	
union	movement	and	pro-democracy	political	forces,	as	Has-
san	Saber	of	the	Kifaya	initiative	described	vividly	in	Berlin	at	
a	February	2011	meeting	of	the	Rosa	Luxemburg	Foundation.	
Even	then	he	was	certain:	the	fall	of	the	Mubarak	regime	was	
only	the	first	part	of	the	revolution,	the	second	would	be	even	
more	difficult:	the	organization	of	the	opposition	and	the	de-
mocratization	of	Egyptian	society.
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The	upheaval	in	the	Arab	region	poses	new	challenges	for	the	Foundation

exChAnge And diAlog 

Yet	the	Egyptian	Left,	which	has	been	suppressed	for	de-
cades,	is	faced	with	the	question	–	given	the	political	opening	
up	–	of	how	to	position	itself.	It	is	evident	in	that	many	Left-
ist	movements,	which	have	lived	in	the	shadows	for	decades,	
are	in	danger	of	orienting	themselves	to	the	past.	Rather	than	
working	concretely	for	social	change	and	doing	ground	work,	
many	hold	fast	to	well-known	theories	and	dogmas.
These	difficulties,	which	also	include	a	generation	gap,	were	
reported	on	by	Egyptian	activists	who	were	in	Berlin	in	June	
2011	at	the	invitation	of	the	Rosa	Luxemburg	Foundation,	the	
parliamentary	group	of	DIE	LINKE	in	the	Bundestag	and	the	
DIE	LINKE	party.	They	represented	the	wide	range	of	Egyptian	
Leftists,	from	young	people	who	became	polarized	primari-
ly	because	of	the	revolution	and	its	predecessors	to	an	older	
member	of	the	Communist	Party.	Thus,	in	their	descriptions	
and	the	subsequent	discussions,	significant	differences	be-
came	clear,	both	in	terms	of	political	socialization	and	in	terms	
of	approaches	to	the	current	state	of	Egyptian	society.	They	
also	revealed	the	challenges	facing	the	players	that	will	arise	
from	the	future	need	for	the	unification	of	the	Leftist	forces.	
Nonetheless,	they	also	showed	the	great	potential	that	exists	
in	Egypt.	
The	development	of	this	potential	is	hindered	to	a	great	ex-
tent	by	an	enormous	legal	uncertainty.	Thus,	many	Egyptian	
NGOs	are	now	afraid	of	being	attacked	by	the	interim	govern-

ment	that	has	threatened	to	ban	them.	The	reason	for	this	is	
that	many	organizations	are	not	licensed	in	accordance	with	
their	function.	Behind	this	formal-legal	argumentation	lies	a	
clear	political	thrust:	civil	forces	are	to	be	silenced.	When	the	
protests	began,	the	military	was	largely	regarded	as	a	guar-
antee	for	stability	and	an	orderly	transition.	In	the	meantime,	
its	role	is	being	viewed	more	and	more	critically.	There	is	even	
talk	of	a	military	coup.	In	March,	the	cabinet	of	the	transitional	
government	passed	a	law	that	can	be	used	to	ban	strikes,	pro-
tests,	demonstrations	and	sit-ins,	in	the	event	that	they	disrupt	
the	operational	activities	of	private	or	state	businesses	or	in-
hibit	the	economy	in	any	way.

inhospitAble enviRonment foR  

foundAtion WoRk 

Within	the	Egyptian	public,	a	fierce	debate	is	going	on	over	the	
scope	and	influence	of	foreign	grants	with	a	focus	on	finan-
cial	support	from	the	West.	The	political	situation	is	expected	
to	be	clarified,	bit	by	bit,	only	after	the	presidential	elections	
and	the	appointment	of	a	new	government	in	the	summer	of	
2012.	The	overwhelming	victory	of	the	Muslim	Brotherhood	
and	the	successful	performance	of	the	Salafi	Nur	party	in	the	
parliamentary	elections	between	November	2011	and	March	
2012	surprised	many	people,	just	as	the	election	forecasts	
over	the	past	year	affected	the	moods	and	hopes	among	civil	
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centeR foR inteRnationaL diaLog and cooPeRation

Jovial	atmosphere	during	the	visit	of	the	Japanese	delegation	led	by	Seiji	MataichThe	Norwegian	Minister	of	Children,	Equality	and	Social	Inclusion,	Audun	Lysbakken,		
and	his	secretary	of	state,	Kirsti		Bergstø	visiting	the	Rosa	Luxemburg	Foundation

society	actors.	After	an	exuberant	early	stage	following	the	fall	
of	Mubarak	in	which	everything	seemed	possible,	disillusion-
ment	quickly	set	in.
The	work	of	the	Rosa	Luxemburg	Foundation	in	Egypt	is	also	
influenced	by	this	emotional	roller	coaster.	The	special	fund	
made	available	by	the	German	Federal	Ministry	for	Economic	
Cooperation	and	Development	for	the	support	of	civil	society	
in	Egypt	could	hardly	be	used	in	this	situation.	Several	rea-
sons	are	responsible	for	this:	in	an	upheavel	as	dramatic	as	
the	one	taking	place	in	Egypt	these	days,	not	all	planned	pro-
grams	can	be	implemented	one	by	one.	Rather,	they	have	to	
be	adapted	to	daily	new	developments,	as	well	as	to	the	many	
newly	established	initiatives	and	movements	and	their	ideas.	
Many	groups	are	changing	and	often	disappear	just	as	quickly	
as	they	emerge.	Watching	these	exciting	developments	and	
identifying	relevant	Leftist	partners	will	be	one	of	the	main	
tasks	of	the	Foundation	in	the	coming	months;	promoting	ex-
changes	and	dialog	between	Leftist	forces	in	Germany	and	
the	region	is	another	important	challenge.	In	fall	2012,	the	
Rosa	Luxemburg	Foundation	is	planning	to	host	a	summer	
school	with	students	from	Egypt,	Tunisia	and	Germany.	The	
social	and	political	movements	in	Egypt	will	continue	to	re-
main	important	sources	of	inspiration	and	trendsetting	fac-
tors	in	the	region.	Therefore,	the	Foundation	will	implement	
the	decision,	taken	in	summer	2011,	to	make	Cairo	a	regional	
office	for	North	Africa,	despite	all	the	uncertainties	of	the	cur-
rent	situation.

guests

Visitors From tHe Far nortH

The	Norwegian	Minister	of	Children,	Equality	and	Social	In-
clusion,	Audun	Lysbakken,	who	is	also	vice	chairman	of	the	
Socialist	People’s	Party	of	Norway,	and	his	secretary	of	state,	
Kirsti	Bergstø,	visited	the	Foundation	on	April	15,	2011.	Top-
ics	of	discussion	included	the	government	of	the	Socialist	
People’s	Party	and	questions	of	domestic	and	legal	policies.	
Thoughts	about	integration	policy	were	also	exchanged.	Lys-
bakken	spoke	in	favor	of	a	non-assimilationist	but	active	inte-
gration	policy.	Immigrants	have	both	rights	and	obligations.	
As	crucial	factors	for	the	successful	integration	of	immigrants,	
he	named	the	triad	of	work,	learning	the	Norwegian	language	
and	gender	equality.

Discussions WitH tHe Japanese Delegation

On	May	2,	2011,	a	Japanese	delegation	led	by	Seiji	Mataichi,	
deputy	of	the	Social	Democratic	Party	in	Japan’s	upper	house	
of	the	federal	parliament,	visited	the	Rosa	Luxemburg	Foun-
dation	in	Berlin.	Talks	there	focused	on	the	political	situation	
in	Japan	after	the	tsunami	disaster	and	the	nuclear	reactor	
accident	in	Fukushima.	Ideas	were	discussed	for	a	new	ener-
gy	policy	without	nuclear	power.	The	delegation	was	particu-
larly	interested	in	changes	in	Germany’s	energy	policy.	They	
stressed	the	need	for	international	solidarity	and	cooperation	
in	order	to	enforce	the	permanent	phasing	out	of	nuclear	pow-
er	internationally.
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From	the	film	festival	to	the	central	meeting	place	of	a	newly	formed	Left	in	the	Balkans

CRoAtiA: the subveRsive film festivAl

For	a	few	days	last	spring,	Zagreb	was	the	venue	of	a	forum	
on	international	Leftist	debates.	With	the	support	of	the	Rosa	
Luxemburg	Foundation,	from	May	15	to	24	the	«Subversive	
Film	Festival»	and	its	extensive	fringe	program	took	place	in	
the	city.	Under	the	motto	«Decolonizations»,	hundreds	of	in-
terested	parties	discussed	the	topic	with	famous	intellectuals,	
including	Samir	Amin,	Zygmunt	Bauman,	Slavoj	Žižek,	David	
Harvey,	Antonio	Negri,	Terry	Eagleton	and	Gayatri	Chakra-
vorty	Spivak.
The	analysis	of	global	crisis	trends	and	the	search	for	political	
emancipation	projects	were	the	focus	of	the	forum	events,	
which	examined	both	historical	and	theoretical	problems	
and	issues.	Samir	Amin	analyzed	the	contradictory	develop-
ment	process	of	the	capitalist	world	system.	Zygmunt	Bau-
man	traced	the	crisis	of	social	democratic	projects	in	Western	
Europe.	The	Marxist	geographer	David	Harvey	demonstrated	
how,	in	global	capitalism,	urban	areas	are	the	new	arenas	of	
class	struggle.	Lectures	by	Antonio	Negri,	Terry	Eagleton	and	
Gayatri	Chakravorty	Spivak	focused	on	the	question	of	how	an	
emancipatory	practice	should	be	structured	today.
As	part	of	the	conference	program,	members	of	the	«Third	
World	Forum»	and	«transform»	also	met	in	Zagreb.	Especially	
controversial	discussions	focused	on	the	role	of	the	European	
Union	and	the	situation	in	the	Middle	East	and	the	Balkans.	
Mamdouh	Habashi	from	Egypt	and	Samir	Amin	emphasized	
the	social	and	potentially	anti-capitalist	orientation	of	many	of	
the	revolts	in	Arab	countries.
The	conference	in	Croatia	was	received	with	great	interest.	A	
major	reason	for	this	may	lie	in	the	difficult	economic	and	po-
litical	situation	in	the	country.	In	the	past	two	years,	a	number	
of	social	movements	have	emerged	there.	In	particular,	the	
protest	movement	of	students	has	become	an	important	fac-
tor	in	the	reconstitution	of	left-wing	politics.

polAnd: soCiAl equAlitY And  

A livAble enviRonment

In	November	2011	in	Warsaw,	the	international	conference	«A	
Dignified	Life	–	Against	Poverty	and	the	Destruction	of	the	En-
vironment»	took	place.	The	conference	was	jointly	organized	
by	the	European	United	Left/Nordic	Green	Left	Group	(GUE/
NGL)	in	the	European	Parliament	and	the	Polish	national	fed-
eration	of	trade	unions	OPZZ.	Representatives	from	NGOs	and	
social	initiatives	in	the	Czech	Republic,	Slovakia,	Lithuania,	
Poland	and	Germany	came	together	in	the	Polish	capital.	The	
meeting	was	opened	by	Gabi	Zimmer,	European	deputy	of	DIE	
LINKE,	Wanda	Nowicka,	vice	president	of	Sejm,	and	Wilfried	
Telkämper,	director	of	the	Center	for	International	Dialog	and	
Cooperation	at	the	Rosa	Luxemburg	Foundation.
The	experience	of	the	countries	that	entered	the	European	
Union	in	2004	was	at	the	forefront	of	the	discussions.	The	con-
tributions	made	it	clear	that	the	situations	in	the	new	EU	states	
differ	greatly	in	terms	of	their	relationships	between	environ-
mental	and	social	developments.	For	example,	the	problem	of	
poverty	in	many	countries	is	extremely	complex.	In	general,	
social	cuts	primarily	affect	those	who	already	constitute	the	
poorest	part	of	the	population.	Such	cuts	are	legitimized	by	
the	current	economic	crisis,	although	there	have	been	ma-
ny	setbacks	in	social	equality	and	justice-oriented	policies.	At	
the	same	time,	social	and	economic	arguments	are	used	to	
circumvent	pre-existing	standards	in	environmental	issues.	
What	is	striking	is	that	in	the	energy	sector,	large	corporations	
act	as	stewards	of	«cheap»	electricity.	At	the	meeting	it	be-
came	quite	clear	how	closely	linked	social	issues	and	aspects	
of	environmental	protection	and	sustainable	development	are.

The	Foundation	in	Poland:	www.rls.pl

www.subversivefestival.com
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01 South AfricA

02 WeSt AfricA

03 eASt AfricA

04 ruSSiA/centrAl ASiA/cAucASuS 

05 eAStern europe/centrAl europe

06 South eASt europe

07 europeAn union

08 SouthAmericA

09 AndeAn countrieS

10 mexico/centrAl AmericA/cubA

11 united nAtionS/north AmericA

12 iSrAel

13 pAleStine

14 SoutheASt ASiA

15 eASt ASiA

16 South ASiA

neW YoRk CitY
(office	under	construction)

mexiCo CitY

As of March 2012

01
Johannesburg/South Africa
Director: Dr. Armin Osmanovic
Rosa Luxemburg Foundation
237 Jan Smuts Avenue
Parktown North
Johannesburg 2193, South Africa
P. O. Box 3156, Parklands 2121
Johannesburg, South Africa
Phone +27 11 4475-222/-224
armin@rosalux.co.za
www.rosalux.co.za

02
dakar/Sénégal
Director: Dr. Claus-Dieter König
Rosa Luxemburg Foundation
Villa No. 43, Sotrac-Mermoz
Dakar, Sénégal
B. P. 25013, Dakar-Fann, Sénégal
Phone +221 33 869-7519
cd.koenig@rosalux.sn
www.rosalux.sn

03
dar es Salaam/tanzania
(office under construction)
Director : Siegfried Schröder
Rosa Luxemburg Foundation
East African Regional Office
47, Ndovu Road, Mikocheni B
Dar es Salaam
P.O. Box 105527, Dar es Salaam
Phone +255 22 2774528
Mobile +255 684 058340
schroeder@rosalux.de

04
moscow/russia
Director: Tiina Fahrni
Filial Fonda Rozy Ljuksemburg v
Rossijskoj Federacii
Prospekt Vernadskogo 84, 2/2003(2)
119606 Moskva, Rossija
Phone +7 495 4360-352
Fax +7 495 4360-122
tf@rosalux.ru, www.rosalux.ru
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dAR es sAlAAm
(office	under	construction)

beijing
(office	under	construction)

mosCoW

WARsAW
bRussels

neW delhi

belgRAde

05
Warsaw/poland
Director: Dr. Joanna Gwiazdecka
Fundacja im. Roz  ̇y Luksemburg
ul. Poznanśka 16/3
00-680 Warszawa, Polonia
Phone +48 22 5023-550
Fax +48 22 5023-555
gwiazdecka@rls.pl
www.rls.pl

06
belgrade/Serbia
Director: Dr. Boris Kanzleiter
Rosa Luxemburg Foundation
Predstavništvo, Beograd
Gospodar Jevremova 47
11000 Beograd, Srbija
Phone +381 11 3038822
Mobile +381 11 3346001
boris.kanzDirector@rosalux.rs
www.rosalux.rs

07
brussels/belgium
Director: Dr. Klaus Sühl
Rosa Luxemburg Foundation
11, Avenue Michel-Ange
1000 Bruxelles
Belgique
Phone +32 2 73876-60
Fax +32 2 73876-69
suehl@rosalux-Europe.info
www.rosalux-Europe.info

08
São paulo/brazil
Director: Kathrin Buhl
Fundação Rosa Luxemburg
Rua Ferreira de Araujo, 36
Alto de Pinheiros
05428-000 Sao Paulo – SP, Brasil
Phone +55 11 37969901
Fax +55 11 30979014
buhl@rls.org.br
www.rls.org.br

09
Quito/ecuador
Director: Dr. Miriam Lang
Fundación Rosa Luxemburg
Calle Miravalle N24-728 y Zaldumbide –
La Floresta
Quito, Ecuador
Phone +593 2 2553771
miriam.lang@rosalux.org.ec
www.rosalux.org.ec

10
mexico city/mexico
Director: Torge Löding
Fundación Rosa Luxemburg
General Pedro Anaya 65
Col. Churubusco, México. D. F.
Col. San Diego Churubusco C. P.
04120, México
Phone 1: +52 55 55445500
Phone 2: +52 55 55443097
torge.loeding@rosalux.org.mx
www.rosalux.org.mx

11
new York/uSA  
(office under construction)
Director: Dr. Stefanie Ehmsen and
Dr. Albert Scharenberg
Rosa Luxemburg Foundation Inc
275 Madison Avenue, Suite 2114
New York, NY 10016 USA

12
tel Aviv/israel
Director: Dr. Angelika Timm
Rosa Luxemburg Foundation
26 Nahmani St
P. O. Box 536, 61004 Tel Aviv, Israel
Phone +972 3 6228291
Fax +972 3 6855632
timmang@rosalux.co.il
www.rosalux.co.il

13
ramallah/palestine
Director: Peter Schäfer
Rosa Luxemburg Foundation
Palestine Office
Mub’adeen St., Ramallah
Palestine
P. O. Box 49205
Jerusalem 91491, Israel
Phone +970 2 2403830
Fax +970 2 2403980
peter.schaefer@rosaluxemburg.ps
www.rosaluxemburg.ps

14
hanoi/Vietnam
Director: Nadja Charaby
Rosa Luxemburg Foundation
72 Xuan Dieu, Tay Ho District
Hanoi, Vietnam
Phone +84 4 371858-36
Fax +84 4 371858-34
Mobile +84 90 2221020
charaby@rosalux.vn

15
beijing/china  
(office under construction)
Director: Dr. Lutz Pohle
Rosa Luxemburg Foundation
Apt. 01-2-11 Sanlitun Diplomatic
Compound (North Yard)
Sanlitun Dongsanjie
Chaoyang District
100600 Beijing, China
Phone +86 10 853246-10
Phone/Fax +86 10 853246-75
Mobile +86 1370 1200475
pohle@rosalux.cn

16
new delhi/india
Director: Dr. Carsten Krinn
Rosa Luxemburg Foundation
Centre for International Co-Operation
C-15, 2nd Floor
Safdarjung Development Area (Market)
110016 New Delhi, India
Phone +91 11 49204670
Mobil +91 99 10629483
krinn@rosalux.de
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funded pRojeCts 2011

Project	funding	in	2011	was	again	an	important	form	of	coop-
eration	between	the	Foundation	and	other	organizations	and	
associations	involved	in	political	education	as	well.	Within	the	
limits	of	its	financial	capabilities,	the	Rosa	Luxemburg	Foun-
dation	funded	a	large	number	of	events,	publications	and	re-
search	projects	and	participated	in	their	contextual	design.	
More	than	750	applications	for	funding	were	submitted	to	the	
Foundation.	189	projects	could	be	supported	with	a	sum	of	
413,500	Euros.

For the following larger projects in 2011, a total of 106,000 
Euros, i.e. 26 percent of the budget, was made available:
n		INKRIT	Association:	publication	of	«Historical	and	Critical	

Dictionary	of	Marxism»	–	editorial	work	on	volume	8/1	
(from	«Crisis	Theory»	to	«Luxemburg-Gramsci	Line»),	
35,000	Euros

n		Rolf	Hecker:	work	on	the	new	edition	of	the	«Marx-	
Engels	Works»,	volumes	13	and	40,	24,000	Euros

n		Achim	Engelberg:	manuscript	«How	the	Things	that	
Move	Us	Work»,	15,000	Euros

n		Andreas	Trunschke:	web	blog	«The	Left	in	Government»,	
12,000	Euros

n		Attac	Germany:	Attac	Academy	training	program,	
10,000	Euros

n		Hans-Jürgen	Arlt:	study	«Political	Communication	
against	the	Tide»,	10,000	Euros

In	addition	to	these	six	projects	with	a	funding	of	more	than	
10,000	Euros,	there	were	also	eleven	projects	given	5,000	to	
9,999	Euros,	109	given	1,000	to	4,999	Euros,	52	given	500	to	
999	Euros	and	eleven	supported	with	less	than	500	Euros.

Differences with regard to the form of project realization 
are as follows: 
n		publication	aid	for	books/booklets/magazines:	57	projects
n		research/studies/papers:	37	projects
n		smaller	events	(evening	events,	etc.):	33	projects
n		larger	events	(conferences,	seminars	lasting	several	

days,	etc.):	29	projects
n		production	of	DVDs,	films,	exhibitions:	24	projects
n		production	of	online	publications/websites:	9	projects

The following themes were the subjects of the projects 
sponsored by the Rosa Luxemburg Foundation:
n		history/contemporary	history:	46	projects	
n		capitalism/globalization:	20	projects
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Long-standing	partnerships	such	as	those	with	the	Federal	Coordination	of		
Internationalism	(BUKO),	the	Association	of	Music	and	Social	Movements,	the	Federal		
Association	of	Precarious	Life	Circumstances	and	the	VVN-BdA	were	continued.

n		anti-fascism	/anti-racism:	19	projects
n		social	theory	and	philosophy:	17	projects
n		art/culture:	17	projects
n		international	politics/peace:	15	projects
n		migration:	12	projects
n		economic	and	social	policy:	12	projects
n		gender	relations/feminism:	8	projects
n		media/communication:	7	projects
n		ecological	transformation/sustainability:	6	projects
n		civil	rights:	6	projects

A seleCtion of funded pRojeCts

gsFp mbH: Discourse proJect «leFt-Wing  

reFormism as a Way out oF tHe crisis?»

Funding:	9,545	Euros

Given	the	environmental,	social	and	cultural	crises,	what	so-
cial	changes	are	on	the	agenda?	Is	it	possible	to	gain	sufficient	
power	through	reform	strategies?	Are	more	freedom,	equality	
and	solidarity	possible?	Can	the	ecological	crisis	be	resolved	
in	a	way	that	enables	both	social	progress	and	the	increased	
participation	of	individuals?
These	and	other	questions	were	asked	in	the	project	«Left-
wing	Reformism	as	a	Way	out	of	the	Crisis?»,	which	was	con-
ceive	of	and	organized	by	the	journal Berliner Debatte INITIAL.	
Funded	by	the	Friedrich	Ebert,	Heinrich	Böll	and	Rosa	Luxem-
burg	Foundations,	a	bipartisan	and	partisan	debate	on	new,	
sustainable	approaches	of	a	Leftist	reformist	policy	was	initi-
ated.	A	kick-off	symposium	in	September	2010	was	followed	
by	a	meeting	in	February	2011	that	provided	the	structure	and	
space	for	intensive	discussions	on	the	topic.	90	participants,	
mainly	from	Germany,	Austria	and	Switzerland,	discussed	
70	submissions.	In	eight	thematic	work	groups,	the	central	
questions	of	the	conference	were	discussed	controversial-
ly.	Many	of	the	positions	put	forward	were	in	dispute.	It	was	
unanimously	stressed	that	reformist	politics	and	policies	in-

creasingly	require	a	multi-voiced	and	multi-layered	open	dis-
course.	Publications	later	appeared	on	www.linksreformis-
mus.de,	Facebook	and	in	the	journal	Berliner Debatte INITIAL,	
22	(2011,	3).

FeDeral coorDination oF internationalism 

(buKo): «rigHt to tHe city. tHe congress»

Funding:	5,000	Euros

The	four-day	congress	in	June	was	organized	by	the	BUKO	
work	group	«StadtRaum»,	together	with	the	Hamburg	net-
work	«Right	to	the	City».	More	than	60	individual	events	took	
place	at	eleven	sites	in	downtown	Hamburg.	About	600	peo-
ple	attended	the	events.	19	international	speakers	from	coun-
tries	such	as	the	United	States,	South	Africa,	Egypt	and	Ven-
ezuela	also	participated.	The	central	themes	of	the	congress	
were	the	crisis	of	the	neo-liberal	city,	housing/other	social	is-
sues/migration,	property	acquisition/squatting/resistance,	
culture/production/precarization,	and	utopia:	a	city	for	all.	Fol-
lowing	workshops	and	panel	discussions,	field	trips	led	to	the	
new	areas	around	the	train	station	and	Hamburg’s	«Free	Stuff	
Store».	Groups	active	in	urban	political	struggles	spoke	out	
against	gentrification	and	for	the	equitable	distribution	of	ur-
ban	resources.	Because	of	the	many	venues,	the	congress’	
presence	in	the	city	was	apparent,	and	media	attention	was	
significant.	Contextually	inspiring	was	the	interweaving	of	
local	experiences	with	the	perspectives	of	the	international	
guests	from	the	southern	hemisphere.

WHistle-bloWer netWorK association:  

exHibition «WHistle-bloWing – bring ligHt into 

tHe DarKness!»

Funding:	1,000	Euros

Presented	in	May	2011	at	the	Tacheles	building	in	Berlin	were	
portraits	of	20	whistle-blowers	from	Germany:	people	who	
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funded PRoJects 2011

The	exhibition	on	whistle-blowers	was	presented	at	the	Berlin	Tacheles	building	in	May	2011

have	provided	important	information	about	illegal	activities,	
including	corruption,	insider	trading	and	violations	of	human	
rights	by	governmental	institutions	or	companies.	The	show	
focused	both	on	shortcomings,	due	to	which	these	people	be-
came	more	active,	and	on	individual	motives	and	methods.	Al-
so	depicted	were	the	reactions	of	affected	organizations	and	
the	changes	that	the	whistle-blowing	brought	about.	These	
testimonies	of	impressive	civil	courage	enjoyed	a	great	re-
sponse,	and	the	exhibition	was	well	visited	throughout	its	run.	
The	aim	is	to	exhibit	the	show	in	the	European	Parliament	and	
the	German	Bundestag	in	2012.	

www.whistleblower-netzwerk.de

FeDeral WorK group oF critical laW stuDents: 

«becoming borDerless» congress

Funding:	1,000	Euros

The	focus	of	the	fall	2011	Berlin	conference	was	German	and	
European	immigration	law.	In	plenary	sessions	and	work-
shops,	120	participants	examined	exclusionary	practices	in	
society,	discussed	alternatives	and	explored	legal	options.	The	
practices	addressed	included	«the	insulation	[of	Europe]	[...]	
and	the	systematic	exclusion	and	control	of	refugees	and	mi-
grants	that	continues	within	the	European	countries:	in	Ger-
man	asylum	and	residence	law,	the	Schengen	Information	
System	and	arbitrary	barriers	to	integration».

www.bakj.de

With 46 funded projects, history/contemporary history  
in 2011 was one of the topics that received the most  
project funding (see pp. 11f.). In the field of capitalism/
globalization, 20 projects were funded by «third parties». 
A few are mentioned below.
n		«COREXIT	–The	Silent	Killer	in	the	Gulf	of	Mexico»:	Docu-

mentary	about	the	oil	spill	of	2010	and	the	consequences	
of	dealing	with	chemicals,	Beatrice	Tillmann,	4,000	Euros

n		Ethecon	conference	2012	and	the	presentation	of		
the	«Blue	Planet	Award»	to	Angela	Davis	and	the	«Black	
Planet	Award»	to	the	management	of	TEPCO/Japan	
Ethecon	–	Foundation	Ethics	and	Economics,		
3,000	Euros

n		Translation	of	the	book	«Plurinational	Democracy.		
Social	and	Political	Transformations	in	Bolivia»,	Ulrich	
Brand,	2,800	Euros

n		Dossier	«Green	Capitalism»,	iz3w,	no.	327,	Aktion	Dritte	
Welt	Association,	1,500	Euros

With 19 funded projects, anti-fascism and anti-racism 
were also a main focus of project funding. A few exam-
ples include:
n		Brochure	«Right-Wing	Populism	in	Berlin.	Racism	as		

a	Link	between	the	‹Middle-Class›	and	Neo-Nazism?»,	
Bündnis	Rechtspopulismus	stoppen,	2,000	Euros

n		Brochure	«Deadly	Realities.	The	Racist	Murder	of	Mar-
wa	El-Sherbini»,	Opferberatung	des	RAA	Sachsen	e.V.,	
1,500	Euros

n		International	conference	«Before	Memory	Disappears»,	
Lagergemeinschaft	Ravensbrück/Freundeskreis,		
750	Euros

n		Anti-racism	workshop	for	employees	of	free	radio		
stations,	Radio	CORAX,	750	Euros

n		Brochure	«Because	it	is	so	vitally	important	to	me.		
Mental	health	care	for	refugees	in	Brandenburg»,	Opfer-
perspektive	Brandenburg	e.V.,	750	Euros

n		Anti-fascist	information	weeks	in	the	Barnim	region,	Ju-
gendbildungs-	und	Freizeitinitiative	Bernau	e.V.,		
500	Euros

n		Anti-fascist	party	for	the	66th	anniversary	of	the	victory	
over	German	fascism,	Berlin	VVN-BdA	e.V.,	500	Euros

n		Book	reading	«...	and	Tomorrow	the	Whole	Country»,		
Initiative	für	ein	weltoffenes	Geithain,	418	Euros
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funded PRoJects 2011

With publishing funding, the publication of the following 
works, among others, was made possible: 
n		Franz	Josef	Degenhardt:	Werkausgabe,	vol.	1		

(Zündschnüre/Fuses)	and	2	(Brandstellen/Burns),		
Kulturmaschinen,	Berlin	2011,	3,000	Euros

n		Pinar	Selek:	Halbierte	Hoffnungen	(Divided	Hopes),		
Orlanda	Frauenverlag,	Berlin	2011,	2,000	Euros

n		Bodo	Ramelow,	Petra	Sitte,	Halina	Wawzyniak,	Christoph	
Nitz	(eds.):	It’s	the	Internet,	Stupid!	DIE	LINKE	und	die	
«Schienennetze»	des	21.	Jahrhunderts	(It‘s	the	Internet,	
Stupid!	The	Party	DIE	LINKE	and	the	21st	Track	Network	
Century),	VSA	Verlag,	Hamburg	2011,	1,500	Euros

n		Mehmet	Ata:	Der	Mohammed-Karikaturenstreit	in	den	
deutschen	und	türkischen	Medien.	Eine	vergleichende	
Diskursanalyse	(The	Muhammad	Caricature	Contro-
versy	in	the	German	and	Turkish	Media.	A	Comparative	
Discourse	Analysis),	Verlag	für	Sozialwissenschaften,	
Wiesbaden	2011,	1,500	Euros

n		Sebastian	Friedrich	(ed.):	Rassismus	in	der	Leistungs-
gesellschaft.	Analysen	und	kritische	Perspektiven	zu	
den	rassistischen	Normalisierungsprozessen	der		
«Sarrazindebatte»	(Racism	in	the	Meritocratic	Society.	
Analysis	and	Critical	Perspectives	on	the	Racist	Norma-
lization	Processes	of	the	«Sarrazin	Debate»),	edition	as-
semblage,	Münster	2011,	1,400	Euros

n		Christian	Brütt:	Workfare	als	Mindestsicherung.	Von	der	
Sozialhilfe	zu	Hartz	IV.	Deutsche	Sozialpolitik	1962	bis	
2005	(Workfare	as	Minimum	Security.	From	Social	As-
sistance	to	Hartz	IV.	German	Social	Policy	1962–2005),	
transcript	Verlag,	Bielefeld	2011,	1,000	Euros

n		Skadi	Jennicke:	Theater	als	soziale	Praxis.	Ostdeutsches	
Theater	nach	dem	Systemumbruch	(Theater	as	a	Social	
Practice.	East	German	Theater	After	the	Change	in		
Systems),	Theater	der	Zeit,	Berlin	2011,	1,000	Euros

n		Benjamin	Opratko,	Oliver	Prausmüller	(Ed.):	Gramsci	
global.	Neogramscianische	Perspektiven	in	der	Inter-
nationalen	Politischen	Ökonomie	(Gramsci	Global.		
Neo-gramscianistic	Perspectives	in	International		
Political	Economy),	Argument	Verlag,	Hamburg	2011,		
1,000	Euros

n		Matthias	Richter-Steinke:	Auswirkungen	von	Privati-
sierungen	auf	Gewerkschaften.	Die	Privatisierung	der	
Europäischen	Eisenbahnen	am	Beispiel	der	Deutschen	
Bahn	im	Kontext	von	Liberalisierung,	Europäisierung	
und	Globalisierung	(The	Impact	of	Privatization	on	Trade	
Unions.	The	Privatization	of	the	European	Railways	
Based	on	the	Example	of	Deutsche	Bahn	in	the	Context	
of	Liberalization,	Europeanization	and	Globalization),	
Verlagshaus	Monsenstein	und	Vannerdat,	Münster	
2011,	1,000	Euros

n		Lutz	Getzschmann:	Indien	und	die	Naxaliten.	Agrar-
revolten	und	kapitalistische	Modernisierung	(India	and	
the	Naxalites.	Agrarian	Revolt	and	Capitalist	Moderni-
zation),	Neuer	ISP	Verlag,	Köln	2011,	500	Euros

Long	term	cooperation	was	continued,	for	example,	with	the	
«Federal	Coordination	of	Internationalism»	(BUKO),	the	«As-
sociation	of	Music	and	Social	Movements»,	the	«Federal	As-
sociation	Precarious	Life	Circumstances»	and	the	VVN	BdA.	In	
addition,	new	contacts,	important	for	the	work	of	the	Founda-
tion,	were	established	and	young	people	involved	with	politi-
cal	education	were	sponsored.	Where	the	possibility	of	direct	
cooperation	on	site	existed,	approved	funds	were	forwarded	
to	the	foundations	of	the	German	states.	The	following,	and	
other,	projects	could	be	funded	with	these	monies:
n		Manuscript	«Träume	und	Albträume.	Dokumentaristen	

über	sich	und	ihr	Studio.	1946–1992»	(Dreams	and	
Nightmares.	Documentarists	on	Themselves	and		
Their	Studios.	1946–1992),	Filmmuseum	Potsdam,	
3,000	Euros

n		Conference	«Atomwaffen	verschrotten	–	Atomkraft-
werke	abschalten	–	Afghanistankrieg	sofort	beenden»	
(Scrap	Nuclear	Weapons	–	Shut	Down	Nuclear	Power	
Plants	–	Stop	the	War	in	Afghanistan	Immediately),	Wi-
esbaden,	2,000	Euros

n		Brochure	«Demokratiebewegung	und	politische	Re-
pression	in	Honduras»	(The	Democracy	Movement	and	
Political	Repression	in	Honduras),	Ökumenisches	Büro	
für	Frieden	und	Gerechtigkeit	München,	1.000	Euros

n		Exhibition	«Haymatloz	–	Jüdisches	Exil	in	der	Türkei	
1933–1945»	(Haymatloz	–	Jewish	Exile	in	Turkey,		
1933–1945),	Hamburg,	Diversity	United	e.V.,	775	Euros

n		Event	series	«Die	extreme	Rechte	in	Europe»	(The	Ex-
treme	Right	in	Europe),	Jugendclub	Courage	Köln	e.V.,	
750	Euros

With	its	project	funding,	the	Rosa	Luxemburg	Foundation	
was	able	to	present	a	broad	spectrum	of	Leftist	topics	to	the	
political	public	in	2011	as	well.	The	funded	projects	compli-
mented	–	thematically,	regionally	and	target	group-specifical-
ly	–	the	Foundation’s	own	selection	of	political	education	of-
ferings.	
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Images	40–45:	Pictures	of	the	exhibition	«Whistle-Blowing	–	Bring	Light	into	the	Darkness!».		
Presented	were	examples	of	courageous	individuals,	who	broke	their	silence	to	draw	attention		
to	crimes	and	misdemeanors.	Sponsored	by	the	Rosa	Luxemburg	Foundation	(see	p.	36).
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finAnCiAl And ConCeptuAl 
suppoRt: the sCholARship 
depARtment

Students	and	PhD	candidates	with	a	scholarship	–	this	is	pos-
sible	thanks	to	the	Foundation’s	scholarship	program.	In	2011,	
a	total	of	895	dedicated	and	talented	students	and	doctoral	
candidates	received	funding.	Following	the	principles	of	the	
Rosa	Luxemburg	Foundation,	half	of	these	were	women.	The	
proportion	of	those	who	come	from	non-academic	families	
was	increased,	and	about	20	percent	of	the	students	funded	
have	a	so-called	immigrant	background.
The	scholarships	are	financed	through	two	funding	pools:	
those	of	the	Federal	Ministry	for	Education	and	Research	
(BMBF)	and	the	Foreign	Office;	the	vast	majority	of	students	
and	doctoral	candidates	are	funded	with	BMBF	grants.
But	the	financial	aspect	is	only	one	thing.	The	scholarship	pro-
gram	also	supports	students	and	doctoral	candidates	with	an	
extensive	conceptual	program.	Highlights	are	the	two	sum-
mer	schools,	held	annually,	each	with	around	100	partici-
pants,	in	which	the	majority	of	the	nearly	30	workshops	are	
designed	by	scholars	themselves.	They	give	insight	into	their	
work	and	discussions.	These	are	complemented	by	two-day	
workshops	that	are	designed	by	employees	of	the	Foundation.	
The	scholarship	program	facilitates	active	student	participa-
tion	in	the	activities	of	the	Rosa	Luxemburg	Foundation,	and	
students	and	doctoral	candidates	have	numerous	opportuni-
ties	to	get	involved.	

pRomoting Young ACAdemiCs

Only	about	one	in	a	hundred	successful	PhDs	manages	to	
become	a	tenured	professor.	The	path	from	becoming	a	PhD	
to	landing	one’s	first	position	at	a	university	proves	to	be	a	
rocky	one,	and	scholars’	careers	are	becoming	increasing-
ly	insecure.	The	desire	to	discuss	the	associated	difficulties	
and	risks	is	growing,	as	is	the	demand	for	tangible	assistance,	
suggestions	and	information	for	the	period	after	graduation.	
Thus,	on	February	10	and	11,	2011,	the	scholarship	depart-
ment,	together	with	the	work	group	of	the	«Doctoral	Candi-
dates	Forum»,	organized	its	first	seminar	dedicated	to	the	job	
prospects	of	young	academics	and	funding	opportunities	for	
postgraduate	students.	In	addition	to	general	information,	for-
mer	fellows	of	the	Foundation	reported	on	their	experiences	
at	universities	and	in	other	professional	fields.	The	so-called	
Bologna	process,	conformity	with	market	demands	of	knowl-
edge	production,	and	the	increasing	precariousness	of	work	
conditions	in	the	academic	sector	greatly	complicate	critical	
and	emancipation-oriented	research.	Participants	discussed	
what	strategies	could	be	developed	to	deal	with	the	prevail-
ing	mentality	of	«the	individual’s	solitary	muddling	through»	
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development of sCholARships
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and	the	performance	logic.	In	this	context	networks	of	(young)	
academics	were	presented.	In	times	in	which	it	is	increasingly	
difficult	for	people	with	a	Leftist	biography	and	critical	theo-
retical	and	methodological	approach	to	pursue	a	university	ca-
reer,	these	networks	are	becoming	increasingly	important,	as	
the	recently	formed	Alumni	Association	of	the	Rosa	Luxem-
burg	Foundation	(ROSAlumni)	demonstrates.
The	event	is	to	become	an	integral	part	of	the	ideological	work	
of	the	scholarship	program.

www.rosalumni.de

pilot pRojeCt «gRAduAte ACAdemY»

The	«Graduate	Academy»	is	part	of	the	alumni	work	and	the	
scholarship	department’s	promotion	of	ideologies.	It	took	
place	as	a	pilot	project	for	the	first	time	in	the	summer	of	2011.	
The	aim	of	this	three-day	series	of	workshops	and	training	is	to	
better	prepare	the	fellows	of	the	Foundation	for	life	after	gra-

duation	or	after	earning	their	PhDs.	It	is	thus	less	concerned	
with	academic	training	than	with	training	opportunities	to	fa-
cilitate	their	career.	The	«Graduate	Academy	2011»	had	three	
priorities:	anti-bias	training,	public	speaking	and	process	
moderation.
It	began	with	an	event	that	allowed	all	participants	to	become	
acquainted	and	exchange	their	views	on	their	expectations	
of	the	«Graduate	Academy».	In	addition,	the	newly	founded	
association	ROSAlumni,	an	association	of	former	Foundation	
fellows	whose	mission	is	to	accompany	and	advise	today’s	
scholars,	was	presented.	Afterwards,	participants	were	able	
to	choose	between	three	concurrent	workshops.
The	anti-bias	workshop	focused	on	participants’	own	pre-
judices	on	the	subject,	in	order	to	better	understand	uncon-
scious	mechanisms	and	forms	of	discrimination.	In	the	rhet-
oric	workshop,	the	highlight	of	the	thematic	debates	was	
clearly	the	clash	between	«government»	and	«opposition».	
This	led	to	the	enthusiastic	participants’	establishing	a	schol-
arship-holders’	work	group,	«Debating»,	in	early	2012.	The	
third	workshop,	subtitled	«Take	Action	or	Leave	It»,	focused	
primarily	on	moderating	groups	and	committee	meetings,	
and	various	talk	and	discussion	processes	were	practiced.	Fol-
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the schoLaRshiP dePaRtment

During	an	evaluation	session	of	the	program	«Lux	Like	Mentoring»The	Scholarship	Department	provides	a	large	number	of	events,		
seminars	and	workshops	to	its	fellows

lowing	the	workshops	was	a	joint	evening	in	a	relaxed	atmo-
sphere	where	there	was	space	and	time	to	eat,	relax	and	chat.
The	workshops	concluded	with	an	evaluation	round	on	Sun-
day	afternoon.	The	33	participants	(17	students,	six	doctoral	
students	and	ten	alumni)	gave	positive	feedback	on	the	con-
textual	focus	of	the	workshops,	as	well	as	a	number	of	sug-
gestions	for	possible	improvements	that	will	be	considered	
when	planning	the	next	event,	scheduled	for	August	16–19,	
2012,	with	a	slightly	expanded	framework.

mentoRing ACtivities of the  

sCholARship depARtment

«Lux	Like	Mentoring»	is	the	monitoring	and	support	program	
within	the	Rosa	Luxemburg	Foundation’s	scholarship	depart-
ment,	designed	for	its	fellows	and	supported	by	so-called	
alumni	or	former	students	and	scholars.
We	assume	that	people	have	different	opportunities	and	re-
sources	in	terms	of	social	participation	and	career	advance-
ment.	These	unequal	conditions	can	also	be	found	among	the	
fellows	of	the	Rosa	Luxemburg	Foundation.	But	new	require-
ments,	resulting	from	the	restructuring	of	universities	as	a	re-
sult	of	the	Bologna	Process,	have	increased	the	consulting	
and	networking	needs	of	our	fellows.

With	the	«Lux	Like	Mentoring»	program,	resources	and	
knowledge	are	made	available	to	as	many	students	as	pos-
sible.	The	focus	is	on	intellectual	exchange	and	networking	
between	students,	which	is	intended	to	strengthen	solidarity	
and	make	a	common	learning	process	possible.

The	mentoring	process	should	be	liberating	in	character	and	
organized	as	freely	as	possible.	This	way,	(former)	scholar-
ship	holders	can	participate	in	the	planning	and	design	of	the	
program.	In	July	2011,	there	was	a	multi-day	workshop	for	
all	those	interested	in	mentoring,	those	who	had	already	ex-
plored	the	topic	of	counseling	and	mentoring,	as	well	as	those	
having	critically	examined	their	own	roles	and	attitudes	as	
mentors.
In	practice,	all	students	funded	by	the	Foundation	will	be	ac-
companied	and	advised	by	current	or	former	scholarship	hold-
ers	throughout	their	time	at	the	university,	as	well	as	in	mat-
ters	related	to	the	Foundation.	However,	nobody	should	feel	
forced	into	something.	The	concept	is	based	on	voluntary	
compliance.
Throughout	the	process	phase,	extending	over	a	period	of	six	
months,	the	mentors	and	mentees	receive	professional	sup-
port	from	and	contact	persons	within	the	scholarship	depart-
ment.	Meetings	and	events	organized	specifically	for	mentors	
are	intended	to	promote	exchange,	networking,	and	content	
development.	The	program	can	be	entered	at	any	time.	To	this	
end,	a	separate	platform	on	the	Intranet	containing	detailed	
information	on	the	«Lux	Like	Mentoring»	program	has	been	
created.
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the schoLaRshiP dePaRtment

«Lux	Like	Studying»	is	the	scholarship	pro-
gram	of	the	Rosa	Luxemburg	Foundation	for	
students	and	prospective	students	without	an	
academic	background.	It	supports	and		
accompanies	these	students	before	and		
during	their	studies.	The	first	scholarship	
holders	began	their	studies	in	October	2011.	
Since	then,	they	have	been	able	to	participate	
in	a	wide	range	of	events	and	benefit	from	
consulting	and	networking	services.	New	
educational	formats	and	thematic	foci	are	
constantly	being	developed	that	also	provide	
young	people	with	access	to	the	Foundation	
and	to	Leftist	political	debates.

«oveRComing mAnY huRdles»

Fellow	Alexander	Steder	on	the	funding	program	«Lux	Like	
Studying»,	the	scholarship	program	of	the	Rosa	Luxemburg	
Foundation.	He	comes	from	the	Wetterau	in	Central	Hesse	
and	studied	history	at	the	University	of	Marburg.

How did you learn about the «Lux Like Studying» pro-
gram?
Steder: Through	my	political	interests,	I	had	already	become	
familiar	with	the	Rosa	Luxemburg	Foundation	several	years	
ago.	The	subject	of	scholarships	did	not	interest	me	when	I	
was	a	student.	Political	texts	were	more	important.	Many	stu-
dent	friends	later	spent	whole	nights	being	poorly	paid	at	gas	
station	jobs	to	finance	their	studies.	I	started	to	think	about	
this	since	I	wanted	to	study	history.	How	could	I	pay	for	my	
studies?	Would	I	have	enough	time	for	my	own	priorities?	Is	
political	commitment	still	possible?	I	learned	about	the	Foun-
dation’s	new	scholarship	program	on	its	website.	The	adver-
tising	slogan	«Freedom	to	think	differently»	and	the	new	pro-
gram	for	people	with	no	academic	educational	background	
promised	exactly	what	I	wanted.

What are the benefits of the scholarship?
Steder:	It	gives	me	the	economic	freedom	to	focus	on	politics	
and	my	studies,	to	even	get	my	studies	in	line	with	my	political	
interests.	What	also	impressed	me,	above	all,	was	the	moral	
support	from	the	Foundation.	I	was	able,	for	example,	to	par-
ticipate	in	a	beginner’s	course	in	Marxism	in	Leipzig,	in	which	
the	participants	were	advised	by	people	who	knew	a	great	
deal	about	Marxism.	Thus	motivated,	I	can	already	announce	
a	new	reading	group	of	the	SDS	in	Marburg,	in	which	I	will	use	
my	knowledge	gained	from	the	seminar.	I	am	looking	forward	
to	more	seminars	and	training	courses.

After your education, what is most important to you?
Steder: Politically,	I	am	involved	in	a	local	anti-fascist	initiative	
and	in	an	Internet	project	against	neo-fascism.	Also,	I	have	
just	decided	to	focus	on	political	education	and	National	So-
cialism.	My	last	big	project	was	a	traveling	exhibition	on	the	
history	of	the	Moringen	concentration	camp	for	children	and	
youths	in	the	city	of	Büdingen.

Is there something you would like to share with the read-
ers?
Steder:	I	can	highly	recommend	the	new	scholarship	program	
to	prospective	students.	Apply	for	it!	I	know	the	problems	new	
students	face	from	my	own	experience	and	I	can	say	that,	with	
the	support	of	the	Foundation,	I	overcame	many	hurdles.
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politiCAl CommuniCAtion

The	central	task	of	the	Political	Communication	Department	
is	to	bring	the	Foundation’s	work	to	the	public	–	an	enormous	
task	in	range	and	diversity.	Outward	communication	requires	
intensive	«inward»	communication:	the	employees	of	the	Po-
litical	Communication	Department	cooperate	with	all	areas	of	
the	Foundation	–	nationally	and	internationally.
In	addition	to	the	Foundation’s	publications	and	its	online	
presence,	the	corporate	design,	the	target	group-oriented	ap-
plications	offline	and	online,	the	corporate	publishing,	pub-
lic	relations,	etc.,	the	department	is	also	responsible	for	give-
away	products,	as	well	as	the	distribution	of	all	materials	and	
the	organization	of	information	tables	at	events.	Ads,	the	
monthly	program	for	Berlin-Brandenburg,	the	maintenance	of	
the	event	database,	the	publication	of	a	monthly	online	news-
letter	and	the	production	of	video	clips	for	the	Foundation’s	
Youtube	channel	(including	documentation	of	events,	inter-
views,	trailers)	are	also	everyday	responsibilities	of	the	de-
partment,	as	is	the	writing	of	texts	on	current	events	and	the	
development	of	communication	strategies	for	major	projects	
central	to	the	Foundation.
The	number	of	Rosa	Luxemburg	Foundation	publications,	par-
ticularly	«policy	papers»,	which	are	of	interest	to	the	authors	
affiliated	with	the	Foundation,	has	more	than	doubled	(from	
20	to	30	«policy	papers»	in	2007	to	2009	to	70	in	2010,	includ-
ing	the	format	«international	positions»,	newly	introduced	in	
2010).
In	2011,	the			Political	Communication	Department	launched	
online	topic	dossiers.	This	new	format	allows	the	Foundation	
to	respond	to	current	political	events	or	anniversaries.	The	
Rosa	Luxemburg	Foundation	has	also	become	more	active	
in	the	social	networks.	New	articles	are	published	every	day	
on	its	Facebook	page	–	a	constant	presence	that	has	led	to	in-
creased	awareness.

netWoRked And heARd

More	and	more	offers	of	the	Rosa	Luxemburg	Foundation	can	
be	found	on	social	networking	sites.	On	the	audio	platform	
SoundCloud,	events	like	the	«Luxemburg	Lectures»	and	pod-
casts	from	publications	such	as	«Will	the	Whole	World	Soon	
Be	Bankrupt?»	can	be	listened	to	and	commented	on.
Image	albums	of	events,	exhibitions	and	celebrity	guests	can	
be	viewed	and	downloaded	at	flickr.com/photos/view	tags/
Luxemburg	Foundation.	The	Foundation	also	has	a	pres-
ence	on	Google+.	Its	Facebook	profile	has	been	befriended	
by	more	than	4,000	users,	and	the	Foundation	is	also	active	
on	Twitter.
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soundCloud  

www.soundcloud.com/rosaluxstiftung		
	
fACebook 

www.facebook.com/rosaluxstiftung	
	
tWitteR	
www.twitter.com/rosaluxstiftung

Youtube  

www.youtube.com/rosaluxemburgstiftung

the RosA luxembuRg foundAtion AdveRtises:  

pRACtiCAl, fAiR And enviRonmentAllY 

fRiendlY

The	appearance	of	a	company’s	public	image	is	denoted	by	
the	term	corporate	identity.	Although	the	Rosa	Luxemburg	
Foundation	is	not	a	company,	a	political	foundation	must	al-
so	present	a	consistent	strategy,	function	and	visual	appear-
ance	and	be	perceived	by	the	public	as	a	social	actor.	This	
is	achieved	mainly	by	an	entity’s	content,	messages,	for-
mats	and	people,	as	well	as	through	its	advertising.	And	why	
shouldn’t	a	left-wing	political	foundation	promote	itself?	The	
Foundation’s	give-away	supplied	by	the	Political	Communica-
tion	Department,	are	always	welcome	and	quickly	gone.	The	
products	the	Foundation	offers	as	give-aways	are	as	diverse	as	
its	educational	services:	bookmarks,	coffee	mugs,	cloth	bags,	
T-shirts	with	Rosa	Luxemburg	quotes,	posters	of	the	Founda-
tion’s	namesake,	etc.
In	2011,	important	steps	were	taken	to	design	a	corporate	
identity	for	the	Foundation	that	was	sustainable,	social	and	
imaginative.	New	products	are	fair-trade	and	organic	prod-
ucts.	Here	are	some	examples:	one	of	the	Foundation’s	new	
giveaways	is	a	30-gram	bag	of	fair-trade	coffee	from	Nicara-
gua	and	Ethiopia/Tanzania.	The	«Coffee	de	Lux»	with	the	sub-
title	«RLS	–	Red	Delicious-Solidarity»	makes	four	cups	of	cof-
fee	and	helps	those	searching	for	«solidarity-like»	alternatives	
to	stay	awake.	It	also	provides	information	about	the	Founda-
tion’s	project	partners	in	Central	America	and	East	Africa	and	
its	international	partners	in	general.
The	Rosa	Luxemburg	Foundation	pens,	which	are	part	of	eve-
ry	event,	were	also	redesigned,	and	are	now	made	of	either	
wood	or	biodegradable	material	from	FSC-certified	sources.	
In	addition,	the	Foundation’s	distributor	also	ensures	that	its	
suppliers	work	in	compliance	with	social	rights	(right	to	orga-
nize,	prohibition	of	forced	labor,	minimum	wages,	etc.).	And	
the	Foundation	has	also	become	more	mobile:	another	new	
product	introduced	in	2011	was	our	seat	covers	for	bicycles.	
Two	models	are	available:	«Power	to	the	wheels»	and	«Wheels	
Republic».	All	products	are	available	through	the	Foundation’s	
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Still	made	of	plastic,	but	to	support	an	ecological	form	of	locomotion:		
Rosa	Luxemburg	Foundation	bike	seat	covers

«LuxembuRg aRguments» seRies

«sell YouR islAnds, You bAnkRupt gReeks» 

(Bild,	27.10.2010)
20	Popular	Fallacies	Concering	the	Debt	Crisis

Will the Whole WoRld soon be bAnkRupt?

National	Debt:	What	It	Is	and	How	It	Works

Political	Communication	Department	and	can	be	distributed	
at	events	free	of	charge.
And	the	rebuilding	of	our	corporate	identity	continues.	Even-
tually,	all	the	Foundation’s	printed	material	will	be	on	FSC-cer-
tified	paper.	One	of	the	Foundation’s	contributions	to	the	re-
sponsible	use	of	our	natural	resources.	

«luxembuRg ARguments»

For	two	years	now,	the	euro	zone	governments	have	been	
fighting	against	the	sovereign	debt	crisis.	More	and	more	new	
loans,	loan	guarantees	and	austerity	programs	have	yet	to	re-
store	the	«confidence	of	the	financial	markets»	in	the	credit-
worthiness	of	the	euro	countries.
As	a	reaction	to	this	political	development,	a	new	format	was	
created	in	the	political	communication	department	in	2011:	
the	«luxemburg	arguments»	series.
In	July,	the	brochure	«‹Sell	Your	Islands,	You	Bankrupt	Greeks!›	
Twenty	Popular	Errors	in	the	Debt	Crisis»,	reached	a	circulation	
of	10,000.	It	was	translated	into	Greek	and	English	and	updat-
ed	and	reprinted	again	in	August	and	October.	Meanwhile,	an	
expanded	new	edition,	«Cheating	Greeks	Are	Destroying	Our	
Euro»,	has	been	published.
Equally	successful	is	the	booklet	«Will	the	Whole	World	Soon	
Be	Bankrupt?	National	Debt:	What	It	Is	and	How	It	Works»,	
which	was	published	together	with	the	Foundation’s	Acad-
emy	for	Political	Education	and	launched	in	November	2011	in	
a	newly	revised	version;	its	circulation	is	now	7,500.
The	success	of	these	educational	pamphlets	results	not	only	
from	the	political	relevance	and	urgency	of	their	subjects,	but	
is	also	due	to	the	mode	of	representation:	the	texts	have	an	
introductory	character,	are	brief	and	present	a	concrete	col-
lection	of	arguments	that	are	factual	and	objective	and	that	
provide	a	counterweight	to	the	prevailing,	politically	loaded	
public	discourse.	The	series	will	continue	and	expand	themati-
cally.	In	2011,	volume	3	was	published	and	is	dedicated	to	
the	theme	«Brave	Green	World.	On	the	Myths	of	the	Green	
Economy».



55

PoLiticaL communication

The	Karl	Dietz	publishing	house	in	Berlin	publishes	many	of	
the	Rosa	Luxemburg	Foundation’s	publications.	There,	Jörn	
Schütrumpf	publishes	the	Marx-Engels	Works	(MEW)	with	
great	enthusiasm.

«We ARe the mARx publishing house»

For several years now, the name of Marx has been on every-
one’s lips. How has this made itself apparent at the Karl 
 Dietz Verlag Berlin?
Schütrumpf: Since	the	crisis,	there	is	an	increasing	need	
to	explore	Marx.	I	thought	it	was	a	fad,	but	I	was	wrong.	In	
2008/09	the	sale	of	«Capital»	rose	rapidly	from	700	to	5,000	
copies.	Today,	we	are	selling	about	2,000	copies	of	the	first	
volume	each	year.	

How do you explain this?
Schütrumpf: This	is,	in	part,	a	consequence	of	courses	on	
«Capital»,	like	the	one	offered	at	the	Foundation,	among	other	
places.

Are the Marx-Engels Works (MEW) once again fully avail-
able?
Schütrumpf:	Yes,	in	most	cases	in	revised	versions.	In	1975,	
when	the	creation	of	a	truly	scholarly	edition	of	all	works	was	
being	addressed,	the	Marx-Engels	Collective	Edition	(MEGA),	
revision	of	the	MEW	volumes	began.	However,	in	2009,	when	
we	wanted	to	make	the	complete	MEW	available	again,	we	
had	to	limit	ourselves	to	only	reprinting	volumes	5	and	32	in	
their	original	version,	because	the	corresponding	MEGA	vol-
umes	were	not	yet	available.

Is the MEW a completed set?
Schütrumpf:	Thanks	to	an	accident,	no.	In	2013,	volume	44	is	
scheduled	to	be	published.	I	found	the	manuscripts	in	a	box	in	
the	coal	cellar	when	we	were	moving	into	the	Karl	Liebknecht	
House.	It	is	the	second	part	of	the	«Economic	Manuscript	of	
1861–63».	The	first	part	was	already	published	in	1990.	At	that	
time,	part	2	was	also	already	finished	in	manuscript	form,	but	
it	had	been	forgotten.	Right	now	we	are	updating	the	anno-
tations.	And	then	everything	must	be	re-set	and,	above	all,	
properly	set.	

What do you mean by that?
Schütrumpf: A	unique	typeset	was	developed	for	the	MEW,	
with	a	beautiful	layout,	citations	in	a	smaller	typeset,	etc.	A	
font	was	even	used	that	no	longer	exists.	Fortunately,	we	have	
found	a	similar	typeface	that	works	in	the	same	way.

Do you find it presumptuous to speak of Karl Dietz Verlag 
Berlin as the Marx publishing house?
Schütrumpf: We	are	the	Marx	publishing	house.	That’s	the	
only	reason	why	we	still	exist	today.

Will you get rich with Marx?
Schütrumpf: Just	recently	the	newspaper	Die Welt	wrote	
that	we	would	get	royalties	for	the	filming	of	«Capital».	What	
nonsense.	The	copyrights	of	Marx’	works	expired	70	years	af-
ter	his	death.

2011 was the 140th birthday of Rosa Luxemburg. How was 
this reflected in your publishing work?
Schütrumpf: We	helped	fund	the	publication	of	the	English	
edition	of	Rosa	Luxemburg’s	writings.	And	we	are	pleased	
that,	since	2008,	her	«Collected	Works»	are	available	again	
in	their	entirety,	and	that	three	new	volumes	are	also	being	
compiled.
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publiCAtions

text seRies
Karl Dietz Verlag Berlin

text 69
Lydia Hermann
in der Verbannung
Kindheit und Jugend einer  
Wolgadeutschen
(In Exile. Childhood and Youth of a  
Volga German)

text 70
Jürgen Leibiger
Zukunft eigentum
Wem gehört die Republik?
(Future Property.  
Who Owns the Republic?)

text 71
Klaus Kinner (ed.)
linke zwischen den orthodoxien
Von Havemann bis Dutschke
(The Left between the Orthodoxies. 
From Havemann to Dutschke)

mAnusCRipt seRies
Karl Dietz Verlag Berlin

mAnuScript 90
Klaus-Detlef Haas, Dieter Wolf (eds.)
Sozialistische filmkunst
Eine Dokumentation
(Socialist Cinema. A Documentation)

mAnuScript 91
Evelin Wittich, Klaus Meier (eds.)
Kritik kapitalistischer naturaneignung
(A Critique of the Capitalist Appropria-
tion of Nature)

mAnuScript 92
Eva Schäfer, Bärbel Klässner, Helga 
Adler, Astrid Landero (eds.)
frauenaufbruch ’89
Was wir wollten – Was wir wurden
(The Women’s Departure. What We 
Wanted. What We Became)

mAnuScript 93
Reiner Zilkenat (ed.)
deutschland im 20. Jahrhundert
Aus dem Nachlass von Rolf Richter
(Germany in the 20th Century.  
From the Estate of Rolf Richter)

mAnuScript 94
Hella Hertzfeldt, Jane Angerjärv (eds.)
Geschlecht – migration – integration
Beiträge zur Debatte unter den Linken
(Gender – Migration – Integration.  
Contributions to the Left-wing Debate)

seRies tWentY-one
Karl Dietz Verlag Berlin

Matthias Ebenau, Stefan Schmalz
Auf dem Sprung – brasilien, indien, china
Zur gesellschaftlichen Transformation  
in der Krise
(On the Go – Brazil, India, China.  
About the Transformation of Society  
in the Crisis)

histoRY of  
Communism And 
leftist soCiAlism 
seRies
Karl Dietz Verlag Berlin

Volume xV
Gerhard Engel
Johann Knief – ein unvollendetes leben
(Johann Knief – An Unfinished Life)

pApeRs seRies 
(A selection)

Erhard Crome
der libysche Krieg des Westens
Ein Zwischenstand
(The Libyan War of the West.  
Interim Findings)

Jane Angerjärv, Hella Hertzfeldt (eds.)
Zur linken Gottes  
oder der Glaube an das Veränderbare
Warum ich Stipendiatin bei der Rosa 
Luxemburg Foundation bin
(To the Left of God or Faith in the Variable. 
Why I Am a Scholarship Holder at the 
Rosa Luxemburg Foundation)

Erhard Crome, Wolfgang Grabowski, 
Achim Wahl
das ende der Geschichte ist  
nicht zu ende
Geostrategische und politische Verän-
derungen am Beginn des  
21. Jahrhunderts
(The End of History Is Not at An End.  
Geostrategic and Political Changes at 
the Beginning of the 21st Century)

Helma Chrenko, Joachim Wahl
lateinamerikas linke in der diskussion
Strategische Überlegungen und  
transformatorische Ansätze
(Latin America’s Left in Discussion.  
Strategic Reflections and  
Transformational Approaches)

Marcel Bois, Bernd Hüttner (eds.)
beiträge zur Geschichte einer  
pluralen linken
Heft 3: Bewegungen, Parteien, Ideen
(Contributions to the History of a  
Pluralist Left. Issue 3: Movements,  
Parties, Ideas)

Andreas Fisahn
re-regulierung der finanzmärkte nach 
der Kernschmelze im finanzsektor?
(Re-regulation of the Financial Markets 
after the Meltdown in the Financial  
Sector?)

Murat Cakir
neo-osmanische träume
Über das Werden einer Regionalmacht
(Neo-Ottoman Dreams. On Becoming a 
Regional Power)

Institute for Critical Social Analysis
organische Krise des finanzmarkt- 
Kapitalismus: Szenarien, Konflikte, 
konkurrierende projekte
(Organic Crisis of Financial Market  
Capitalism: Scenarios, Conflicts,  
Competing Projects)

poliCY pApeR seRies
(English)

Birgit Daiber, Cornelia Hildebrandt
for a continued emancipation  
of the left

Rainer Rilling
the turmoil within the elite,  
the course of the crisis and the left

Cornelia Hildebrandt
die linKe is a Successful party
However, It Is Able to Do Too Little  
with This Success

David Bacon
displaced, unequal and criminalized
Fighting for the Rights of Migrants in 
the United States

Markus Hawel
hegemonialism
On the Current Relevance of Imperialism

Hans Thie
exit instead of exituS
The Red Project for  
a Green Transfomation in 16 Guidelines
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poliCY pApeR seRies 
(German – a selection)

Jochen Weichold
der höhenflug der Grünen – eine her-
ausforderung für die linke?
(The Rise of the Green Party – A Chal-
lenge for the Left?)

Axel Troost
Quo vadis finanzreform?
Die Vorhaben zur Regulierung der  
internationalen Finanzmärkte und was 
daraus geworden ist
(Quo Vadis Financial Reform?  
Plans to Regulate the International  
Financial Markets and What Has  
Become of Them)

Rolf Gössner
im Geist des Kalten Krieges – im 
namen der «streitbaren demokratie»
Bundesverwaltungsgericht:  
Verfassungsschutz-Beobachtung  
Bodo Ramelows (MdB) und der Links-
partei ist rechtmäßig
(In the Spirit of the Cold War – In the 
Name of «Militant Democracy»
Federal Administrative Court:  
Observation of Bodo Ramelow (MP)  
and the Party DIE LINKE by the Domestic 
Intelligence Agency Is Lawful)

Friedrich Burschel
Geld gegen Gesinnung
Bundesförderung gegen alle möglichen 
«Extremismen» gibt es künftig nur noch 
nach einem ideologischen Kotau
(Money Against Ethos. In the Future, 
There Will Only Be Federal Funding 
After an Ideological Kowtow)

Alexandra Manske
die «neu-erfindung»  
der Arbeitsgesellschaft
Erosion und Beharrung in  
den Geschlechterverhältnissen
(The «Reinvention» of the Working 
Socie ty. Erosion and Persistence of  
Gender Relations)

Ulrich Busch
perspektiven der deutsch-deutschen 
Konvergenz bis 2020
(Perspectives of German-German  
Convergence until 2020)

Walter Rösler
eigentum – eine Grundfrage der  
sozialistischen bewegung
(Property – A Basic Question  
in the Socialist Movement)

Tom Stroschneider, Michael Jäger, 
Claudia von Braunmühl, Lutz Brangsch
politiken des (post)Wachstum
(Policies of (Post)Growth)

René Jokisch, Matthias Monroy
Wikileaks – bewegung im fall  
bradley manning
(WikiLeaks – Movement in the  
Bradley Manning Case)

Helmut Matthes
eine vorläufige bilanz der finanzkrise
(A Preliminary Assessment of the  
Financial Crisis)

Lutz Brangsch
Griechische Krisen und deutsche  
exportüberschüsse
(Greek Crises and German Export  
Surpluses)

Andreas Diers
«marxismus und Staat» reloaded
Zum 75. Geburtstag von  
Nicos Poulantzas (1936–1979)
(«Marxism and the State» Reloaded.  
On the 75th Birthday of  
Nicos Poulantzas, 1936–1979)

Institut Solidarische Moderne
Sozialökologischer umbau auf dem 
Weg in eine Solidarische moderne
(Socio-ecological Reorganization on the 
Path to a Solidary Modernity)

inteRnAtionAl  
poliCY pApeR seRies 
(German – a selection)

Martin Glasenapp
die Grammatik der migration
Ressourcenraub und wachsende  
Mobilität im westlichen Afrika
(The Grammar of Migration.  
Predation of Resources and Growing 
Mobility in West Africa)

Benjamin Luig
die Spielregeln des landraubs
Zur politischen Ökonomie des Land-
grabbings in Westafrika
(The Rules of Land Theft. On the Political 
Economy of Land Grabbing in West Africa)

Maguèye Kassé
macht. politik. ressourcen
Ein halbes Jahrhundert (un)abhängige 
Entwicklung in Afrika
(Power, Politics, Resources. Fifty Years 
of (In)dependent Development in Africa)

Anna-Maria Boulnois, Ken Henshaw, 
Claus-Dieter König
Wahlen in nigeria –  
ein erfahrungs bericht
(Elections in Nigeria – A Field Report)

Gregory Wilpert
Zwölf Jahre bolivarische revolution
(Twelve Years of Bolivarian Revolution)

Rainer Schultz
Kuba: Winds of change nach dem  
parteitag?
(Cuba: Winds of Change Following  
the Party Congress?)

Anne Steckner, Corinna Trogisch
parlamentswahlen 2011 in der türkei: 
über Versuche gesellschaftlicher  
Allianzen «von oben» und «von unten»
(2011 Parliamentary Elections in Turkey: 
On Experiments of Social Alliances 
«from Above» and «from Below»)

Stefanie Fischbach
die ägyptische revolution ist noch 
nicht zu ende
(The Egyptian Revolution is Not over Yet)

Heiner Köhnen
umbruch der indischen Automobil-
industrie und die rolle der Gewerk-
schaften
(Shifts in the Indian Automobile  
Industry and the Role of Trade Unions)

Torge Löding
Wahlen in Guatemala 2011:  
präsident colom hat sich verrechnet
(2011 Elections in Guatemala:  
President Colom Miscalculated Things)

Diethelm Weidemann
Krisenprozesse in pakistan und ihre 
Auswirkungen auf die region
(Crisis Processes in Pakistan and  
Their Effects on the Region)

Mai Choucri
die linke in Ägypten nach  
dem 25. Januar
(The Left in Egypt after January 25th)

Corinna Trogisch
Gewerkschaften in der türkei – mit 
kämpfenden frauen voran?
(Trade Unions in Turkey – With Battling 
Women at the Fore?)

Manuela Kropp, Anna Striethorst
europäische romapolitik:  
die neue rahmenstrategie der eu
(European Roma Policies:  
The EU’s New Framework Strategy)

Peter Schäfer
der palästinensische Aufnahmeantrag 
an die Vereinten nationen
Zwischen großer Diplomatie und  
Mangel an Alternativen
(The Palestinian Application for Admis-
sion to the United Nations – Between 
Great Diplomacy and a Lack of Alterna-
tives)

Armin Osmanovic
Südafrikas regierung sucht  
Wege aus der Krise
(South Africa’s Government Looks  
for a Way Out of the Crisis)

CRAsh CouRse 
Commune seRies
VSA Verlag

Volume 5
Wenke Christoph, Patrick Pritscha
Stadt und land
Entwicklungsansätze für eine  
lebenswerte Kommune
(Cities and Countryside. Development 
Strategies for Livable Municipalities)
Ed. by Katharina Weise

luxembuRg
Critical Social Analysis and  
Left-wing Practice
VSA Verlag

Issue 1-2011
Gerechte Übergänge
(Fair Transitions)

Issue 2-2011
rückkehr der Kämpfe?
(Returning Struggles?)

Issue 3-2011
den betrieb übernehmen
(Taking over Business)

Issue 4-2011
re: organisieren
(Re: Organizing)

RosAlux
Journal of the Rosa Luxemburg  
Foundation

Issue 1-2011
ihr Kampf
Europas Rechte gegen die  
Unterschichten
(Their Struggle. Europe’s Right  
Against the Lower Classes)

Issue 2-2011
Globale Kernfrage
Nach der Atomkatastrophe von  
Fukushima
(The Global Nuclear Issue. After the  
Nuclear Disaster at Fukushima)

Issue 3-2011
Grenzen der mobilität
Neue Kämpfe um Migration
(Limits of Mobility. New Struggles  
over Migration)
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In	fall	2011,	the	Archive	Democratic	Socialism	(ADS)	of	the	
Rosa	Luxemburg	Foundation	published	its	tenth	finding	
aid.	This	finding	aid	is	dedicated	to	the	writings	of	Dr.	Stefan	
Doern	berg	(1948	to	2010)	and	includes	the	writings	of	the	his-
torian,	diplomat	and	deputy	chairman	of	the	Council	of	Elders	
of	DIE	LINKE	party.	The	finding	aid	is	available	in	a	printed	ver-
sion,	as	well	as	on	the	Rosa	Luxemburg	Foundation’s	website.	
Thus,	the	documents	written	by	Prof.	Dr.	Stefan	Doernberg	
are	now	accessible	to	the	public	for	study	and	research	and	
have	been	secured	for	posterity.
The	archive	material	contained	in	the	finding	aid	on	Prof.	Dr.	
Doernberg	comprises	approximately	1,5	meters	of	written	
records.	The	ADS	acquired	this	archive	in	June	2011	from		
Doernberg’s	apartment	in	Berlin-Lichtenberg.
The	material	consists	mainly	of	typescripts	of	planned	books	
and	revised	editions	of	book	publications,	position	papers,	es-
says	and	articles.	In	many	cases,	the	typescripts	contain	hand-
written	corrections	and	additions.	Also	included	are	collec-
tions	of	materials	(apparently	for	future	projects)	and	some	
correspondence	and	personal	documents.	The	material	dates	
from	1948	to	2010.
The	themes	that	Stefan	Doernberg	explored	in	the	documents	
range	from	writings	on	German	and	East	German	history	to	
the	history	of	the	labor	movement,	the	Second	World	War	and	
the	fight	against	fascism,	as	well	as	the	history	of	the	SED	and	
issues	of	foreign	policy	and	peaceful	co-existence.	The	mate-
rial	also	includes	proofs	for	the	fifth	edition	of	Doernberg’s	«A	
Short	History	of	the	GDR»,	which	could	no	longer	appear	after	
the	Eighth	Congress	of	the	SED,	because,	as	Prof.	Dr.	Harald	
Neubert	explained	in	his	speech	given	on	the	historian’s	75th	
birthday,	«the	author	refused,	as	he	said,	to	understand	the	
rigorous	shift	in	the	national	question,	meaning	the	artificial	
construct	of	an	East	German	nation».	The	archival	material	al-
so	contained	the	«DRAFD	Information»	created	between	Oc-
tober	1992	and	November	1997.	It	reflects	Stefan	Doernberg’s	
work	as	a	member	of	the	board	of	the	Association	of	Germans	
in	the	Resistance,	in	the	armed	forces	of	the	Anti-Hitler	Coali-
tion	and	in	the	Movement	for	a	Free	Germany	(DRAFD).
Dornberg’s	curriculum	vitae	is	located	in	the	appendix	of	the	
finding	aid.	It	is	complemented	by	an	overview	of	the	book	
and	pamphlet	publications	that	the	academic	wrote	as	an	au-
thor	and	worked	on	as	an	editor,	as	well	as	by	a	compilation	of	
secondary	literature.
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WhAt is A finding Aid?

A	finding	aid	is	a	finding	guide	in	book	form.	Finding	aids	is	
the	generic	term	for	various	development	tools	for	archival	
collections,	such	as	delivery	lists,	finding	indexes,	finding	aids	
and	holdings	guides.	They	are	intended	to	make	it	easier	for	
archive	library	users	to	search	the	stacks	with	the	relevant	re-
cords	and	enable	a	more	targeted	search	for	information.	A	
finding	aid	usually	consists	of	a	preface,	table	of	contents,	
classification	and	itemization	section,	as	well	as	an	index	of	
names	and	subjects.	In	addition	to	the	printed	form,	an	in-
creasing	number	of	finding	aids	will	be	available	online.

In	mid-2011,	the	Foundation’s	library	moved	to	new	rooms	in	the	ND	building

«eveRYone And AnYone is WelCome»

The	Archive	Democratic	Socialism	is	part	of	the	Archives	
and	Library	Department	of	the	Rosa	Luxemburg	Foundation.	
Christine	Gohsmann	is	a	member	of	the	archive	team.	

How old is the archive?
Gohsmann: The	archive	was	created	in	summer	1999	with	its	
first	acquisition	of	archival	material.

What is archived?
Gohsmann: We	see	ourselves	as	a	place	of	history	that	serves	
our	politically	affiliated	party,	DIE	LINKE,	and	its	source	orga-
nizations,	as	well	as	the	main	political	current	they	represent.	
Our	collection	includes	documents	from	the	party’s	board,	its	
federal	parliamentary	faction	and	state	parliamentary	factions,	
as	well	as	from	its	provincial	and	district	organizations.	We	ac-
cept	documents	from	federal	and	state	MPs.	And,	of	course,	
we	are	also	the	place	where	the	work	of	the	Foundation	is	ar-
chived.

How large is the archive?
Gohsmann: The	archive	is	measured	in	lineal	meters.	At	
the	end	of	2011,	we	exceeded	the	1,000	linear	meters	mark,	
which	is	quite	remarkable.

Who may use the archive?
Gohsmann: We	welcome	everyone	and	anyone	who	can	
demonstrate	a	legitimate	interest.	It	is	there	to	serve	any	ar-
chival	activity.

How do you get archival material?
Gohsmann: We	basically	have	to	be	proactive.	We	present	
our	work	and	advertise	our	services	from	time	to	time,	in	the	
parliamentary	groups,	with	the	executives	or	the	respective	
divisions	of	DIE	LINKE	party.	For	research,	records	from	the	
committees	are	as	important	as	the	draft	proposals	for	parlia-
mentary	initiatives	and	the	documents	of	officials	and	MPs.

So, I could, for example, find a piece of scratch paper by 
Gregor Gysi in your archives?
Gohsmann: The	previously	transferred	inventory	is	extensive	
and	dates	from	his	time	in	the	federal	parliament	from	1990	
to	2002.	It	consists	mainly	of	documents	from	his	work	there,	
and	his	parliamentary	correspondence.

What challenges do you face in your work?
Gohsmann: As	trained	archivists,	we	do	not	have	a	problem	
with	paper	material.	It	is	another	thing,	however,	with	digital	
documents.	These	pose	quite	different	questions:	how,	for	ex-
ample	is	film	material	indexed?	Which	format	should	be	used	
for	long-term	digital	archiving,	where	are	documents	stored,	
how	are	they	connected	to	our	indexing	software?	We	have	
established	a	work	group	to	answer	these	questions	and	de-
velop	viable	solutions	for	such	issues	in	the	future.

What do you like most about your job?
Gohsmann:	First	and	foremost,	I	am	pleased	by	the	active	use	
of	our	resources	by	interested	users.	I	am	also	glad	that,	since	
fall	2011,	we	have	been	training	a	specialist	in	media	and	infor-
mation	services,	with	a	focus	on	archiving.	

And what is the biggest misconception?
Gohsmann:	Many	people	believe	that	we	maintain	the	estate	
of	Rosa	Luxemburg.	This,	however,	is	not	the	case.	Her	estate	
is	divided	among	several	archives	around	the	world,	unfortu-
nately.
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dependent foundAtions

tRust foundAtions

In	2011,	the	Rosa	Luxemburg	Foundation	administered	five	
so-called	dependent	foundations	with	total	assets	of	more	
than	two	million	Euros,	consisting	of	real	estate,	art	works	and	
investments.	With	earnings	and	revenues	from	these	assets,	a	
number	of	cooperation	projects	are	funded.	In	addition,	with	
these	additional	funds,	the	Rosa	Luxemburg	Foundation	–	in	
compliance	with	the	statute	of	the	trust	foundations	–	can	ex-
pand	its	own	sphere	of	activities	in	political	education	by,	for	
example,	addressing	and	examining	new	topics.	Listed	below	
are	some	examples	of	this	synergetic	cooperation.	

A foundAtion As A pRopeRtY oWneR  

And developeR

Since	2007,	the	Rosa	Luxemburg	Foundation	has	been	the	
administrator	of	the	estate	of	Max	Lingner	(*	1888	in	Leipzig,	
†	1959	in	Berlin).	The	estate	of	the	graphic	artist,	painter	and	
anti-Nazi	resistance	fighter	also	includes	his	home	and	studio	
in	Berlin-Niederschönhausen,	built	in	the	1950s	and	now	a	na-
tional	monument.	
It	turned	out	that	the	building	was	in	desperate	need	of	reno-
vation,	for	which,	however,	the	funds	were	initially	lacking.	
The	funds	that	the	Rosa	Luxemburg	Foundation	receives	for	
its	political	education	from	the	federal	government	may	not	
be	used	for	large-scale	construction	or	renovation	activities.	
A	solution	to	the	problem	came	about	through	the	federal	
stimulus	packages	of	2008	and	2009,	which	allowed	the	Ro-
sa	Luxemburg	Foundation	to	eventually	apply	for	funding	for	
the	extensive	and	landmark-compliant	restoration	of	the	Max	
Lingner	House.	With	this	project,	the	Rosa	Luxemburg	Foun-
dation	acted	in	the	role	of	a	property	owner	and	developer	for	
the	first	time.
This	task	represented	uncharted	territory	for	the	Foundation’s	
employees,	who	were	entrusted	with	the	task	of	construction	
management.	The	fact	that	this	task	was	mastered	so	brilliant-
ly	is	largely	thanks	to	the	good	cooperation	that	prevailed	be-
tween	the	Foundation	and	the	Federal	Office	for	Building	and	
Regional	Planning	and	the	Lower	Conservation	Authority	Pan-
kow.	The	construction	phase	lasted	from	March	to	November	
2010.	The	Max	Lingner	House	re-opened	in	spring	2011,	and,	
since	then,	it	has	represented	the	successful	renovation	and	
modernization	of	the	Erich	Weinert	Settlement,	the	entirety	
of	which	is	under	landmark	protection.	The	estate	was	built	
in	the	1950s,	primarily	to	house	the	returning	«intelligentsia»,	
which	had	been	living	in	exile	during	the	war.	
About	60	guests	attended	the	opening	ceremony	on	April	1,	
2011.	Opening	addresses	were	given	by	the	director	of	the	
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Reconstructed	from	the	ground	up:	the	Max	Linger	House	in	Berlin-Pankow

An	Erik	Neutsch	Foundation	flyer

National	Landmark	Commission,	Joerg	Haspel;	the	presi-
dential	secretary	of	the	Academy	of	Arts,	Hans	Gerhard	
Hannesen;	architect	Alexander	Pechmann	of	PMS	Manage-
ment	Consulting	AG,	the	construction	firm	in	charge	of	the	
restoration	work;	and	the	chairman	of	the	Rosa	Luxemburg	
Foundation,	Heinz	Vietze.	The	Max	Lingner	House	is	once	
again	the	site	of	the	eponymous	archive	founded	in	1969.	It	
also	serves	as	a	political	education	center	and	is	home	to	both	
the	Cultural	Forum	of	the	Rosa	Luxemburg	Foundation	and	
the	two	trust	foundations	named	after	Max	Lingner	and	Her-
mann	Henselmann.	The	Max	Lingner	Foundation	supports	
publications,	exhibitions	and	discussions	on	Lingner’s	work	
and	academic	research	on	the	art	and	cultural	history	of	his	
time.	The	Hermann	Henselmann	Foundation	is	dedicated	to	
issues	of	architecture,	city	planning	and	social	urban	deve-
lopment.

the eRik neutsCh foundAtion’s  

WRiting Competition

In	honor	of	its	founder	and	namesake,	currently	under	the	um-
brella	of	the	Rosa	Luxemburg	Foundation,	the	Erik	Neutsch	
Foundation	staged	a	competition	for	writers	on	the	occasion	
of	Neutsch’s	80th	birthday	on	June	21,	2011.	The	author	of	
such	novels	as	«Spur	der	Steine»	(The	Trace	of	the	Stones)	or	
«Der	Friede	im	Osten»	(Peace	in	the	East)	feels	a	special	af-
finity	for	the	younger	generation	of	writers:	«[It	is]	especial-
ly	young	people,	who	have	a	vein	of	writing,	who	should	be	
encouraged	by	the	competition,	inspired	by	experiences	of	
everyday	life	or	even	by	people	from	their	own	social	environ-
ment	to	write	short	stories	or	novellas	and	to	submit	these.»
The	well-known	East	German	writer	and	journalist,	Erik	
Neutsch,	is	certain	that	«topics	for	stories,	short	stories	and	
other	literary	forms	of	expression	can	be	found	more	or	less	
anywhere.	Whether	it	is	those	without	jobs,	or	Hartz	IV	recipi-
ents,	about	whom	one	writes;	or	the	life	of	a	soldier	stationed	
in	conflict	areas	like	Afghanistan;	or	the	thoughts	and	experi-

ences	of	courageous	people	who	rebel	against	injustices	in	
this	society».
Invited	to	participate	were	authors,	writing	in	German,	un-
der	30,	whose	literary	texts	deal	with	«the	destinies	of	people	
in	social	processes	around	the	turn	of	the	millennium»	(from	
about	1990	to	2010).	The	texts	had	to	be	20	to	50	printed	pag-
es	long	and	as	yet	unpublished.	A	jury	composed	of	board	
members	of	the	Erik	Neutsch	Foundation	and	other	experts	
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dePendent foundations

Participants	in	the	7th	Hermann	Henselmann	Colloquium	in	Weimar

awarded	the	prizes	of	3,000,	2,000	and	1,000	Euros	in	October	
2012.	Since	it’s	founding	in	2006,	the	non-profit	Erik	Neutsch	
Foundation	has	been	promoting	literary	and	artistic	works	that	
contribute	to	the	development	of	free	thinking	and	acting	in	
solidarity	with	a	humanistic,	democratic	and	internationalist	
spirit.

ideAs fRom WeimAR –  

the 7th heRmAnn henselmAnn Colloquium

Hermann	Henselmann	(*	1905	in	Roßla,	†	1995	in	Berlin)	sig-
nificantly	influenced	urban	planning	in	the	GDR	with	his	archi-
tecture.	His	most	famous	work	is	the	«House	of	the	Teacher»	
at	Berlin’s	Alexanderplatz.	Since	its	establishment	in	2005,	the	
foundation	that	bears	his	name	has	been	dedicated	to	archi-
tectural,	urban	planning	and	social	urban	development,	both	
from	a	historical	and	a	contemporary	perspective.
On	April	8,	2011,	the	7th	Hermann	Henselmann	Colloquium	
was	held	in	Weimar	and	attracted	more	than	100	participants.	
In	addition	to	the	Hermann	Henselmann	Foundation,	event	
organizers	included	the	«Leibniz	Institute	for	Regional	Deve-
lopment	and	Structural	Planning»	and	the	«Institute	for	Euro-
pean	Urban	Studies»	of	the	Bauhaus	University	Weimar.	The	
colloquium	focused	on	«urban	(planning)	history	as	social	his-
tory	and	the	hidden	discourse	of	reform	in	the	urban	planning	
debate	in	the	GDR».	It	was	based	on	the	example	of	events	at	
the	«Academy	of	Architecture	and	Civil	Engineering»	in	Wei-
mar,	the	only	educational	institution	in	the	GDR	for	city	plan-
ners,	where,	in	the	second	half	of	the	1980s,	a	lively	debate	on	
the	reorganization	of	town	construction	in	the	GDR	evolved,	
involving	not	just	local	actors	but	also	representatives	of	the	
«Building	Academy»,	the	then	main	academic	institution	for	
architecture	and	urban	planning	in	the	country.	At	that	time,	
the	economic	approach	of	homogeneous	«housing	produc-
tion»	under	the	motto	«quantity	over	quality»	was	unequivo-
cally	rejected.	For	the	first	time,	social	science	methods	and	a	
«municipal	internship»	became	required	subjects	in	the	edu-

cation	of	city	planners	at	the	Weimar	Academy,	thereby	gi-
ving	these	professionals	tools	for	the	critical	analysis	of	living	
and	housing	conditions	in	the	GDR.	The	reform	ideas	from	
Weimar	were	also	reflected	in	the	«urban	forecast»	of	1988,	
a	critical	study	of	the	condition	and	development	of	cities	in	
the	GDR,	carried	out	at	the	Institute	for	Urban	Planning	and	
Architecture	at	the	«Building	Academy»	in	Berlin.
The	end	of	the	GDR,	however,	also	meant	an	end	to	this	reform	
debate.	Its	failure,	according	to	the	conclusion	of	the	execu-
tive	board	member	of	the	Hermann	Henselmann	Foundation,	
Thomas	Flierl,	had,	after	all,	produced	an			excess	of	reform	
ideas	that	–	running	counter	to	the	GDR	institutions	–	aimed	
for	a	balance	between	representative	democracy,	expertise	
and	knowledge	(free	from	the	influence	of	lobby	groups)	and	
elements	of	direct	democracy	–	something	that	is	still	desir-
able	today.

inteRnAtionAl ACtivities of the  

hARAld bReueR foundAtion

The	Harald	Breuer	Foundation	operates	primarily	outside	of	
Germany.	The	trust	foundation	of	the	Rosa	Luxemburg	Foun-
dation	was	established	in	2006	with	the	purpose	of	promot-
ing	political	education,	arts	and	sciences	and	research,	as	well	
as	international	understanding.	Particular	emphasis	is	placed	
on	development	cooperation.	At	present,	in	cooperation	with	
the	«International	Action	against	the	Circumcision	of	Girls	and	
Women	Association»	(INTACT),	established	in	1996	as	a	lo-
cal	non-profit	organization	in	Saarbrücken,	it	is	engaged	in	a	
two-year	project	in	the	region	of	Kolda	in	southern	Senegal.	
In	Kolda,	almost	94	percent	of	girls	and	women	are	genitally	
mutilated.	These	circumcisions,	which	are	performed	for	reli-
gious	reasons,	often	lead	to	lifelong	health,	psychological	and	
social	problems	for	those	affected.
The	educational	work	of	the	local	NGO	«Umbrella	Support	
Unit»	(USU)	and	«Forum	pour	un	développement	durable	en-
dogène»	(FODDE)	in	recent	years	and	in	more	than	200	vil-
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dePendent foundations

The	goal	of	this	project	funded	by	the	Harald	Breuer	Foundation	is	to	educate	and		
sensitize	people	to	the	issue	of	female	circumcision

Michael	Schumann	(*1946,	†	2000)

Funding	for	the	Harald	Breuer	Foundation’s	project	in	the		
Kolda	region	is	ending.	In	March	2012,	a	delegation	of		
the	Rosa	Luxemburg	Foundation	went	on	site	to	investigate	
the	project’s	results	and	progress.

lages,	has	reached	nearly	40,000	people,	including	2,000	
young	people,	and	has	been	able	to	sensitize	students	to	the	
issue	through	various	projects	in	schools.	Thus,	the	willing-
ness	to	abandon	the	ritual	circumcision	of	girls	is	increasing	
in	the	population,	especially	among	mothers.	Many	village	
chiefs	and	imams	have	also	spoken	out	openly	against	female	
genital	mutilation.	Other	activities	include	the	training	of	lo-
cal	NGOs	and	support	of	village	committees	and	the	initiation	
of	sponsorships	that	could	provide	newborn	girls	with	some	
protection	from	the	procedure.	In	addition,	for	a	large	number	
of	women	who	suffer	from	the	frequent	consequences	of	cir-
cumcision,	the	formation	of	fistulae,	a	surgical	procedure	that	
deals	with	this	problem	is	now	being	performed	at	a	hospital	
in	Kolda.	These	examples	demonstrate	the	sustainability	of	
the	local	work.

miChAel sChumAnn foundAtion

Since	its	establishment	in	2006,	one	of	the	Rosa	Luxemburg	
Foundation’s	dependent	foundations	has	borne	the	name	of	
Michael	Schumann	(*	1946	in	Zella-Mehlis,	†	2000	in	Gransee).	
Michael	Schumann’s	name	is	inextricably	linked	to	his	speech	
at	the	extraordinary	party	congress	of	the	SED	on	December	
16,	1989.	«We	irrevocably	break	with	Stalinism	as	a	system»	
was	the	title	of	the	contribution	with	which	the	former	SED	dis-
trict	politician	and	professor	of	philosophy	entered	the	public	
spotlight.	This	programmatic	rejection	of	Stalinism	by	the	SED,	
compiled	by	a	group	of	authors,	was	an	important	point	in	the	
development	of	the	party	that	became	the	Party	of	Democratic	
Socialism	and,	after	the	parliamentary	elections	in	2005,	one	of	
the	new	–	all-German	–	parties	that	went	on	to	form	DIE	LINKE.	
The	Michael	Schumann	Foundation	aims	to	promote	the	spirit	
of	its	namesake,	political	education,	science	and	research,	art	
and	culture	and	international	understanding	and	cooperation.	
In	2007,	the	Michael	Schumann	Foundation	acquired	all	the	
shares	of	the	Karl	Dietz	Verlag	Berlin	GmbH,	successor	to	the	
JHW	Dietz	publishing	house,	founded	in	1946.	

In	December	2011,	Michael	Schumann,	who	had	been	a	
member	of	the	Brandenburg	state	parliament	since	October	
1990	and	a	member	of	the	party’s	executive	board	from	1989	
until	October	2000,	would	have	been	65	years	old.	He	and	his	
wife	both	died	on	December	2,	2000,	in	a	car	accident.
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peRsonnel development

In	2011,	the	Rosa	Luxemburg	Foundation	grew	enormously.	
At	the	end	of	the	year,	just	under	a	quarter	of	all	employees	
had	been	at	the	Foundation	for	less	than	twelve	months.	This	
development	will	certainly	prove	an	exception	in	the	long	run.	
The	background	for	the	growth	were	the	election	results	of	
our	affiliated	party,	DIE	LINKE,	and	the	Rosa	Luxemburg	Foun-
dation’s	equal	status	with	the	foundations	affiliated	with	the	
other	major	political	parties,	which	enabled	us	to	also	receive	
similar	public	funding.	Hence,	there	was	more	work	for	em-
ployees	to	do	in	late	2011	than	in	early	2011.	The	increase	in	
employees	follows	the	principles	of	human	resource	planning	
set	up	in	2014.	Besides	the	expansion	of	the	Institute	for	Criti-
cal	Social	Analysis,	one	goal	is	to	consolidate	the	Foundation’s	
national	work.	At	the	same	time,	room	for	other	developments	
should	be	kept	open	in	order	to	be	able	to	respond	flexibly	to	
emergencies	and	political	changes.
Selection	of	new	employees	is	based	on	the	broader	thematic	
list	of	the	Foundation.	We	consider	a	demographic	perspec-
tive	and	strive	to	create	a	workforce	that	represents	a	balance	
with	regard	to	the	age,	gender,	ethnicity	and	political	social-
ization	of	our	employees.	We	aim	for	the	right	mix	of	general-
ists	and	specialists.
We	would	like	to	and	will	use	the	increase	in	funding	to	diver-
sify	human	resources	development,	mainly	through	educa-
tion.	In	2011,	we	began	to	implement	our	ambitious	goals.	
Now,	years	of	consolidation	will	follow.
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	 Employees
	 Directors	of	international	offices

humAn ResouRCes development fRom 1999 to 2012

12

2009

126

16

March	2012

169

2005

57

4

1999

33

0

Number of … December 31 …  2009 2010 2011 March 31, 2012

Employees	total	 	 126	 134	 169	 169

	 …	of	which	in	international	offices	 12	 14	 16	 16

	 …	of	which	in	regional	offices	 15	 15	 16	 16

Full	time	 	 116	 125	 154	 156

	 	 	 	 	 	

Percentages:     

Female	employees	 	 54	%	 55	%	 51	%	 52	%

Male	employees	 	 46	%	 45	%	 49	%	 48	%

Employees	with	an	immigrant	background	 10	%	 11	%	 11	%	 14	%

Permanent	employees	 	 82	%	 84	%	 81	%	 80	%

Part-time	employees	 	 29	%	 22	%	 17	%	 19	%

On	parental	leave	 	 	 	 2	%	 2	%

Retired,	part-time	(passive	phase)	 	 	 1	%	 1	%

Trainees	 	 	 	 2	%	 2	%

	 	 	 	 	 	

In addition:     

Workers	in	job	creation	measures	 0	 2	 1	 1

Minimal	part-time	employees1	 6	 8	 12	 7

Interns2		 	 11	 22	 34	 13

	 	 	 	 	 	

Median age:   46.2 45.0 45.0

Men	 	 	 47.8	 45.7	 45.4	

Women		 	 	 44.8	 44.4	 44.7

	 	 	 	 	 	

1	 In	accordance	with	company	policy,	based	on	the	TVöD	(collective	agreement	for	public	service	workers)	
2	 In	total	for	the	entire	year;	paid	internships	based	on	the	guidelines	of	the	German	Federation	of	Trade	Unions	and	DIE	LINKE	party
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geneRAl AssemblY

If	an	institution	does	a	good	job,	it	is	often	the	focus	of	public	
interest.	In	recent	years,	the	Rosa	Luxemburg	Foundation	has	
increasingly	succeeded	in	enhancing	its	skills	in	political	edu-
cation	and	research,	and	in	implementing	projects	that	are	of	
great	socio-political	relevance.	As	a	consequence,	demands	
on	the	Foundation	have	also	increased.	Not	only	must	it	re-
spond	with	an	improved	range	of	content,	but	it	must	also	
adapt	its	structures.	This	was	also	the	view	of	the	Founda-
tion’s	General	Assembly	when	it	met	in	late	2011.	The	Rosa	
Luxemburg	Foundation,	like	most	party-affiliated	political	
foundations,	is	a	registered	non-profit	association.	The	high-
est	organ	of	the	Foundation,	the	General	Assembly,	appointed	
a	commission	to	make	and	refine	proposals	and	to	supple-
ment	existing	statutes.	The	main	concerns	here	are	the	regu-
lations	for	membership,	but	also	clarifications	of	the	duties	of	
the	individual	statute.	In	addition	to	statutory	issues,	in	2011,	
the	General	Assembly	also	addressed	issues	of	political	edu-
cation,	which	are	to	be	better	integrated	in	the	area	of	history	
and	further	developed.	A	work	group	will	undertake	this	task.
Although	structural	and	organizational	issues	dominated	
the	General	Assembly	in	2011,	a	political	debate	also	took	
place	–	in	the	spirit	of	the	Foundation’s	focus	on	discourse	
that	primarily	addressed	the	situation	of	DIE	LINKE	party,	the	
political	party	with	which	the	Rosa	Luxemburg	Foundation	
is	affiliated.	A	controversial	debate	arose	about	the	thesis	of	
the	parliamentary	correspondent	of	the	taz	newspaper,	Ste-
fan	Reinecke,	that	the	party	DIE	LINKE	was	unable	to	score	
points	with	its	criticism	of	capitalism	because	of	its	wrong	po-
sitioning.	With	its	criticism	of	the	SPD,	he	claimed,	DIE	LINKE	
confined	itself	to	its	oppositional	role.	Although	this	may	have	
a	stabilizing	effect	for	the	party	in	the	short	term,	in	the	long	
term,	it	would	forfeit	its	potential	for	social	change,	thus	mak-
ing	DIE	LINKE	dispensable.	
In	accordance	with	the	left-wing	mosaic	image,	which	depicts	
a	pluralistic	Left,	seven	people	were	admitted	to	the	sponsor-
ing	organization	of	the	Foundation	by	the	General	Assembly.	
In	addition	to	the	literature	student	Marwa	Al-Radwany	and	
journalist	Daniela	Dahn,	both	the	former	Green	Party	politician	
Birgit	Daiber	and	the	German	literature	and	language	scholar	
Gabi	Ohler	now	work	with	the	Foundation.	The	General	As-
sembly	also	welcomed	social	scientist	Richard	Detje,	free-
lance	journalist	Karl-Heinz	Heinemann	and	former	national	
chairman	of	DIE	LINKE	Klaus	Ernst	into	its	ranks.	From	now	
on,	Rainer	Rilling,	longtime	deputy	director	of	the	Institute	
for	Critical	Social	Analysis,	will	enrich	the	Academic	Advisory	
Council	with	his	work.
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As of April 30, 2012

An	active	committee:	the	Rosa	Luxemburg	Foundation’s	General	Assembly	
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exeCutive boARd

The	executive	board	of	the	Rosa	Luxemburg	Foundation,	
elected	by	the	General	Assembly	for	a	period	of	four	years,	
works	on	an	unpaid	basis,	with	the	exception	of	the	execu-
tive	director.	Eight	members	are	currently	active	on	the	Foun-
dation’s	board,	in	addition	to	the	chairman	of	the	board,	his	
vice	chair,	his	representative	and	an	executive	member	of	the	
board.	The	executive	board	specifically	implements	the	mea-
sures	decided	by	the	General	Assembly.	This	means	that	the	
work	of	the	Board	is	based	on	those	decisions.
In	2010,	the	General	Assembly	decided	to	establish	three	so-
called	project	umbrellas	that	were	to	summarize	the	foci	of	
the	contextual	work	of	the	various	parts	of	the	Foundation.	
In	2011,	the	Foundation’s	executive	board	immediately	dealt	
with	these	project	umbrellas	in	several	meetings.	The	focus	
was	not	so	much	on	information	regarding	the	Foundation’s	
current	state	of	affairs	as	on	strategic	guidance	for	the	Foun-
dation	by,	for	example,	pointing	out	issues	that	may	not	yet	
have	been	taken	into	account.	Particularly	important	in	this	
regard	was	the	flagship	project	«Let’s	Talk	about	Alternatives	
...	in	Solidarity	and	Justice	–	for	Democratic	Socialism»,	which	
is	nothing	less	than	a	model	of	societal	transformation	ap-
proaches	based	on	actual	experience	at	the	local	level.
The	board	also	addressed	the	amendment	to	the	selection	
process	for	the	Foundation’s	scholarship	holders.	In	discus-
sions	with	the	representatives	of	tutors	and	scholarship	hold-
ers,	the	board	mediated	between	the	different	positions.	The	
solution:	over	a	trial	period	of	about	two	years,	a	new	selection	
procedure	is	to	be	tested.
In	accordance	with	its	statutory	duties,	the	board	also	adopt-
ed	the	personnel	and	staffing	plan	as	well	as	the	Foundation’s	
financial	planning.	Moreover,	in	September	2011,	issues	of	
the	division	of	labor	between	the	board,	its	managing	board	
member	and	the	full-time	management	level	of	the	Founda-
tion	were	explored	in	depth	in	an	advisory	meeting.	In	2011,	
the	board	of	the	Rosa	Luxemburg	Foundation	met	in	eight	
sessions.
Mid-year,	Stefanie	Ehmsen	stepped	down	as	a	board	mem-
ber.	Together	with	Albert	Scharenberg,	she	now	heads	the	
Foundation’s	New	York	office.	The	board	currently	has	twelve	
members,	whose	four-year	terms	end	in	autumn	2012.	The	
elections	for	the	next	executive	board	are	currently	being	pre-
pared.	In	addition,	the	work	is	overseen	and	supported	by	the	
statutes	commission	appointed	by	the	General	Assembly.

ACAdemiC AdvisoRY CounCil

The	decision	made	at	the	Foundation’s	2008	General	Assem-
bly	to	dissolve	its	board	of	trustees	was	not	welcomed	by	all.	
For	this	reason,	the	establishment	of	an	Academic	Advisory	
Council	was	also	accompanied	by	a	certain	degree	of	skepti-
cism.	After	all,	with	this	council,	which	was	intended	to	func-
tion	as	an	interface	between	political	education	and	academia,	
the	Foundation	was	entering	uncharted	territory.	The	16	elec-
ted	members	accepted	the	challenge	and	set	to	work.	More	
than	three	years	have	passed	since	then.
The	Academic	Advisory	Council	has	long	been	a	recognized	
force	in	the	Foundation	and	is	valued	as	a	guide.	Not	only	do	
the	various	sectors	of	the	Foundation	refer	to	the	expertise	of	
board	members	on	issues	of	targeting	or	in	the	evaluation	of	
individual	projects.	The	Academic	Advisory	Council	is	also	in-
volved	in	the	profiling	of	particularly	sensitive	areas.
In	2011,	the	Advisory	Council	met	three	times.	The	Council	
supported	the	Foundation	in	setting	up	a	site	for	a	feminist	cri-
tique	of	capitalism	and	provided	(post-)doctoral	students	with	
advice	about	getting	their	research	concepts	approved.	Also	
discussed	were	the	study	of	Leftist-leaning	milieus	and	the	
crisis	awareness	of	work	councils.	Criticism	was	not	sparing	
but	always	constructive.	Special	attention	is	devoted	to	the	
Advisory	Council’s	projects	and	the	conceptual	orientation	of	
the	Institute	for	Critical	Social	Analysis.	It	supports	the	focus	
on	the	transformation	of	research	as	a	central	task	of	this	de-
partment,	but	calls	for	a	stronger	empirical	realignment	of	the	
projects.
Albert	Scharenberg,	who	until	summer	2011	was	chairman	
of	the	Advisory	Council	and	since	then	has	been	one	of	the	
directors	of	the	Foundation’s	New	York	office,	put	it	this	way	
in	his	analysis	of	his	previous	work:	«The	best	sessions	of	the	
Advisory	Council	were	those	in	which	the	contextual	matter	
was	related	to	academia,	and	then	always,	when	these	areas	
were	also	chosen	with	confidence».	Since	December	2011,	
Irene	Dölling	has	been	chairwoman	of	the	Academic	Advisory	
Council,	which	currently	has	15	members.
The	theme	of	socialist	transformation	policies	will	continue	to	
be	explored	more	deeply	together	with	the	Institute	for	Critical	
Social	Analysis.	In	addition,	the	Academic	Advisory	Council	
wants	to	network	the	Foundation’s	lecturers	better,	as	well	as	
networking	with	the	parliamentary	group	of	DIE	LINKE	party.	
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membeRs of the ACAdemiC AdvisoRY CounCil

prof. dr. irene dölling
Chairwoman of the Academic Advisory Board, b. 1942, professor emeritus for women’s 
studies and the sociology of gender relations at the University of Potsdam. Main fields 
of research and interest: personality theory, cultural theory, sociology of gender rela-
tions, transformation processes in East Germany.

prof. dr. frank deppe
Deputy chairman of the Academic Advisory Board, b. 1941, professor emeritus of po-
litical science at the University of Marburg, co-editor of the journals Sozialismus and  
Z – Zeitschrift marxistische Erneuerung, board member of wissentransfer. Main fields of 
research and interest: trade unions and labor movements, Marxist theory, international 
political economy and European integration.

prof. dr. frigga haug
B. 1937, professor emeritus of sociology at the Hamburg University of Economics and 
Politics, chairwoman of the Institute for Critical Theory (InkriT), co-editor of the journal 
Das Argument and of the Historical-Critical Marxist Dictionary, member of Attac’s aca-
demic advisory council. Main fields of research and interest: Marxist theory, women and 
feminism, labor, interventional social research.

prof. dr. Kornelia hauser
B. 1954, professor of feminist social and cultural research at the University of Innsbruck. 
Main fields of research and interest: educational sociology, societal (self-)relations, so-
ciology of literature.

prof. dr. michael r. Kraetke
B. 1949, professor of political economy at the University of Lancaster/UK and director of 
the Institute for Advanced Studies, co-editor of various magazines (incl. SPW) and book 
series (Historical Materialism). Main fields of research and interest: political economy, 
Marxism and anti-capitalism.

prof. dr. Stephan lessenich
B. 1965, professor of sociology with a focus on comparative social and cultural analysis 
at the University of Jena, member of the PROKLA editorial board, member of Attac’s 
academic advisory council and of the «Network Basic Income». Main fields of research 
and interest: theory of the welfare state, social policies, political sociology and com-
parative societal analysis.

prof. dr. birgit mahnkopf
B. 1950, professor of European social policy at the University of Economics and Law 
Berlin, member of the academic advisory councils of Attac, the German Foundation for 
Peace Research and the Labor Research and Advisory Center Vienna. Main fields of re-
search and interest: globalization, European integration, informal economics and indus-
trial relations.

prof. dr. margit mayer
B. 1949, professor of political science at the John F. Kennedy Institute at the Free Uni-
versity of Berlin. Main fields of research and interest: American and European politics in 
a comparative perspective, urban policy and social movements.

prof. dr. rolf reißig
B. 1940, political and social scientist, co-founder of the Brandenburg-Berlin Institute for 
Social Science Studies (BISS), member of the Willy-Brandt-Kreis and guest lecturer at 
the Free University of Berlin. Main fields of research and interest: transformation of so-
ciety, development of political players, governance concepts.

prof. rainer rilling
B. 1945, associate professor of sociology at the University of Marburg and, until 2011, 
academic advisor at the Rosa Luxemburg Foundation Berlin, editor of the journal LuX
emburg, co-editor of various magazines (incl. Blätter für deutsche und internationale 
Politik), member of Attac’s academic advisory board. Main fields of research and inter-
est: analysis and critique of capitalism, international relations.

prof. dr. birgit Sauer
B. 1957, professor of political science at the University of Vienna. Main fields of research 
and interest: state and democracy theories, governance and gender, comparative gen-
der policy research, multiculturalism.

dr. Sylka Scholz
B. 1964, research associate at the Institute for Sociology at the TU Dresden, member of 
the academic advisory council of the journal Women’s and Gender Studies (Frauenfor
schung und Geschlechterstudien). Main fields of research and interest: gender relations 
in East Germany and Eastern Europe, masculinity studies, media and politics, qualita-
tive research methods. 

dr. thomas Seibert
B. 1957, philosopher and anthropologist, employee of medico international, activist 
with Attac and with the Interventionist Left (IL). Main fields of research and interest: 
political philosophy (Marxism, existentialism, deconstruction).

dr. Axel troost (mp)
B. 1954, economist and politician, honorary director of the work group Alternative Eco-
nomic Policy (Memorandumgruppe) and board member of the Institut Solidarische 
Moderne, member of the national executive board of the German Bundestag, financial 
policy expert of the parliamentary group of DIE LINKE, member of the finance committee 
in the Bundestag.

dr. franziska Wiethold
B. 1946, sociologist, long-time consultant and secretary of the IG Metall and HBV/ver.di 
trade unions, until 2005 member of ver.di’s federal board. Main fields of research and 
interest: precarious employment, standard employment, trade union strategies.
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disCussion gRoups

Labor Law/Labor Codes
Steffen	Hultsch,	agb.hultsch@web.de

European Politics
Birgit	Daiber,	daiber@rosalux.de

Women and Politics
Eva	Schäfer,	schaefer@rosalux.de

Peace and Security Policy
Erhard	Crome,	crome@rosalux.de

History
Bernd	Hüttner,	huettner@rosalux.de

History for the Future
Cornelia	Domaschke,	domaschke@rosalux.de

Trade Unions
Fanny	Zeise,	on	parental	leave,	substituted	by:	Florian	Wilde,	
	wilde@rosalux.de

Cultural Forum of the Rosa Luxemburg Foundation 
Thomas	Flierl,	flierl@rosalux.de

Rural Areas
Kurt	Krambach	(until	the	end	of	2011)/Bini	Schlamann/	
Michael	Luthardt,	gklaendlicherraum@rosalux.de

Living Time – Working Time
Rosalind	Honig,	gk-lebenszeit-arbeitszeit@rosalux.de

Metropolitan Politics (in planning)
Wenke	Christoph

Migration
Koray	Yilmaz-Günay,	yilmaz-guenay@rosalux.de

Sustainability and Regional Development
Evelin	Wittich,	wittich@rosalux.de

Network Privatization
Markus	Euskirchen,	euskirchen@rosalux.de

Political Parties and Social Movements
Cornelia	Hildebrandt,	hildebrandt@rosalux.de

Philosophy and Education/Academic Colloqium
Reinhard	Mocek/Wolfgang	Girnus/Klaus	Meier,		
meier@rosalux.de

Political Education
Dieter	Schlönvoigt,	schloenvoigt@rosalux.de

Right-wing Extremism
Fritz	Burschel,	burschel@rosalux.de

Economic Policy
Sabine	Reiner/Michael	Popp,	sabine.reiner@verdi.de

RosA luxembuRg foundAtion  

disCussion gRoups

One	of	the	key	concerns	of	the	Rosa	Luxemburg	Foundation	is	
to	facilitate	exchanges	and	to	provide	space	for	thematic	dis-
cussions.	Within	the	context	of	the	Foundation,	there	are	spe-
cial	committees	that	are	dedicated	to	this	task.	The	so-called	
discussion	groups	are	among	these.	Based	on	themes	such	
as	neo-Nazism,	party	research	or	ecology,	the	volunteer	con-
tributors	deepen	the	contextual	exploration	of	current	social	
developments,	initiate	informational	and	educational	events,	
write	various	publications	and	assist	the	Foundation’s	special-
ists.	The	Foundation	now	has	19	discussion	groups,	whose	
establishment	was	previously	confirmed	by	the	board.	In	
2011,	three	new	discussion	groups	–	on	trade	unions,	Europe	
and	urban	policies	–	were	established.	The	discussion	group	
devoted	to	trade	union	issues	has	already	organized	two	major	
consultation	meetings	in	which	the	possibilities	and	forms	of	
political	strikes	were	discussed.

Structurally	linked	to	the	Foundation,	the	discussion	groups	
act	either	by	coordinating	with	a	specialist	at	the	Rosa	Luxem-
burg	Foundation	or	with	an	employee	who	serves	as	a	con-
tact.	Their	activities	demonstrate	that	the	discussion	groups	
are	more	than	«talking	shops».	The	discussion	group	dedi-
cated	to	issues	of	rural	areas,	for	example,	was	instrumen-
tal	in	the	implementation	of	the	international	conference	«Vil-
lage	Europe»	in	May	2011.	As	part	of	the	«History»	discussion	
group’s	work,	three	educational	booklets	on	a	pluralistic	Left	
were	written.
Out	of	the	discussion	group	«Woman	and	Politics»	came	the	
impetus	for	the	new	event	format,	«ROSA’	S	SALON»,	where,	
in	a	relaxed	atmosphere	outside	of	the	traditional	seminar	situ-
ation	and	together	with	guests,	different	facets	of	the	(lesbian)	
feminist	critique	of	capitalism	are	addressed	and	discussed.	
The	establishment	of	additional	discussion	groups	dedicated	
to	educational	policy	and	the	analysis	of	class	and	social	struc-
tures	are	planned	for	2012.
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foundAtion budget

As	a	political	foundation,	the	Rosa	Luxemburg	Foundation	
is	related	to	the	political	party	DIE	LINKE.	Like	other	political	
foundations,	it	is	financed	by	the	federal	budget.	The	founda-
tion	receives	grants	from	the	budgets	of	the	Federal	Ministry	
of	the	Interior	(BMI),	the	Ministry	of	Economic	Cooperation	
and	Development	(BMZ),	the	Ministry	of	Education	and	Re-
search	(BMBF),	the	Federal	Foreign	Office	(AA)	and	the	Ad-
ministration	of	the	German	Bundestag.	A	prerequisite	for	a	
political	foundation’s	receipt	of	funding	is	that	it	must	repre-
sent	a	significant	and	sustained	intellectual	and	political	cur-
rent	within	society.	The	decision	of	which	criteria	to	use	when	
allocating	funds	to	foundations	resides	with	the	German	Bun-
destag.	In	political	practice,	the	indicator	used	for	measuring	a	
political	current’s	longevity	and	importance	is	that	the	political	
party	related	to	the	foundation	must	have	been	represented	in	
the	German	Bundestag	repeatedly,	and	then	at	least	once	with	
enough	seats	to	be	officially	recognized	as	a	political	party.	
Here,	the	amount	of	funding	is	based	on	the	respective	affili-
ated	party’s	results	in	the	last	four	elections.

Following	the	successful	re-entry	of	DIE	LINKE	into	the	Ger-
man	Bundestag	in	2005	(with	enough	seats	to	be	recognized	
as	a	parliamentary	group)	and	the	increased	share	of	votes	in	
the	national	elections	in	2009,	there	was	an	incremental	in-
crease	in	the	annual	amount	of	allocated	funds	from	the	fed-
eral	ministries,	with	the	aim	of	treating	the	Rosa	Luxemburg	
Foundation	the	same	way	as	other	party	foundations.	This	ad-
justment	was	completed	in	2011.

Until	2014,	the	Foundation	will	receive	9.5	percent	of	the	total	
funding	for	political	foundations	from	the	federal	ministries.	
Compared	with	2010,	the	funding	increased	from	30.6	million	
Euros	to	42.5	million	Euros	in	2011.
By	exposing	its	revenue	and	expenditure	structure,	the	Rosa	
Luxemburg	Foundation	demonstrates	its	commitment	–	as	
a	political	foundation	–	to	the	openness	and	transparency	of	
fund	utilization,	a	practice	established	by	party-affiliated	foun-
dations	in	1998	in	a	joint	statement,	and	one	that	has	been	
practiced	by	all	foundations	ever	since.
The	most	important	grants	come	from	the	BMI	(the	Federal	
Ministry	of	the	Interior,	from	its	so-called	general	funds),	the	
BMZ	(the	Ministry	for	Economic	Cooperation	and	Develop-
ment)	and	the	AA	(the	Foreign	Office).	The	general	funds	are	
the	backbone	of	the	political	education	activities	within	Ger-
many	and	are	used	to	finance	and	maintain	the	offices	of	the	
Foundation.	The	funds	allocated	serve	to	finance	the	imple-
mentation	of	seminars,	conferences	and	colloquiums,	to	pur-
chase	teaching	and	learning	materials	and	to	award	research	
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 Federal Ministry of the Interior 
 Federal Ministry for Education and Research 
  Administration of the German Bundestag for international parliamentary internships
 Federal Foreign Office – scholarships 
 Federal Foreign Office – projects  
  Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development

17.63 %

1.79 %

0.04 %3.24%

54.44 %

22.86 %

FunDs 2011

2 %

6 %

22 %

3 %

68 %

  Personnel expenses  
(incl. employees abroad)

 Administrative costs  
 Investment expenses 
 Specialist expenses  
 Transfer of general funds

expenDitures 2011
general buDget

 Personnel expenses 
 Administrative costs  
 Investment expenses 
 Specialist expenses  
 General funds to the state foundations

expenDitures, Domestic buDget
From bmi, VKz/VKp, aa anD bmbF resources

51 %

8 %

19 %

4 %

18 %

projects	with	socio-political	aims,	particularly	in	the	area	of	
educational	research.	
The	resources	from	the	BMZ	and	the	Foreign	Office	are	used	
by	the	Rosa	Luxemburg	Foundation	to	maintain	a	network	of	
international	relations.	This	includes	financing	international	
offices,	projects	with	partner	organizations	and	international	
events.	Grants	from	the	BMBF	(Ministry	of	Education	and	Re-
search)	are	used	for	scholarships	for	talented	undergraduate	
and	postgraduate	students.	In	addition	to	federal	funding,	the	
party-affiliated	foundations	can	also	make	use	of	state	fund-
ing.	Within	the	framework	of	the	Foundation	Alliance,	these	
funds	are	used	by	eleven	state	associations.	
The	Foundation	has	to	fulfill	its	statutory	tasks	independently	
of	its	affiliated	political	party	regarding	organization	and	per-
sonnel.	Furthermore,	is	not	permitted	to	grant	any	financial	
funds	or	services	of	monetary	value	to	the	party	DIE	LINKE.	

The	annual	contributions	are	allocated	to	the	Rosa	Luxemburg	
Foundation	based	on	grants	that	contain	clauses	to	ensure	
that	the	funds	provided	are	used	for	specific	purposes	and	that	
the	usage	is	monitored.
As	a	political	foundation,	the	Rosa	Luxemburg	Foundation	is	
committed	to	having	its	accounts	audited	annually	by	an	inde-
pendent	chartered	accountancy	firm.	For	the	2011	business	
year,	the	accountant	confirmed	that	the	general	funds	coming	
from	the	Federal	Ministry	of	the	Interior	and	the	funds	for	ad-
ministrative	costs	from	the	other	ministries	had	been	econom-
ically	allocated	as	stipulated	in	the	legal	regulations,	and	that	
all	requirements	had	been	met.	The	Rosa	Luxemburg	Founda-
tion	uses	a	controlling	procedure	that	is	suitably	equipped	and	
staffed	to	ensure	and	check	that	financial	contributions	are	al-
located	promptly	and	correctly.
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foundation budget

Assets   December 31, 2010 in Euros  December 31, 2009 in Euros

	 	 	 	 	

A Fixed Assets    

I	 Intangible	assets	 	 	 	

	 Computer	software	 	 160,566.75	 	 202,071.00

II	 Tangible	assets	 	 	 	

	 Furniture	and	fixtures	 	 414,857.26	 	 424,995.00

 Total fixed assets  575,424.01  627,066.00

B  Accounts receivable and other assets     

	 Total	accounts	receivable	 	 727,088.08	 	 776,759.95

C Liquid assets    

	 Total	liquid	assets	 	 1,748,627.16	 	 869,496.46

D Prepayments    

 Total   3,051,139.25  2,273,322.41

	 	 	 	 	

Assets   December 31, 2010 in Euros  December 31, 2009 in Euros

	 	 	 	 	

A Net assets    

I	 Previous	year		 	 784,459.49	 	 493,233.12

II	 Surplus/deficit	 	 -39,692.47	 	 291,226.37

	 Net assets  744,767.02  784,459.49

B Advances and contributions from donations    

I	 Intangible	assets	 	 160,566.75	 	 202,071.00

II	 Tangible	assets	 	 414,857.26	 	 424,995.00

	 Total advances and contributions  575,424.01  627,066.00

C Accrued liabilities    

	 Other	provisions	 	 271,796.69	 	 158,831.40

D Liabilities    

I	 Accounts	payable	 	 521,431.26	 	 432,306.14

II	 Other	liabilities	 	 12,963.28	 	 8,817.58

III	 Federal	grants	 	 791.84	 	 45,771.16

	 Total liabilities  535,186.38  486,894.88

E Deferred income  923,965.15  216,070.64

 Total   3,051,139.25  2,273,322.41

	 	 	 	 	

Asset And liAbilitY stAtement As of deCembeR 31, 2010 
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foundation budget

   2010 in Euros  2009 in Euros

	 	 	 	 	

I. Revenues  30,594,753.62  27, 377,837.79

1.		 Federal	grants	 	 30,414,594.49	 	 27,267.457.90

2.	 	Donations	 	 12,590.38	 	 25,343.42

3.		 	Other	income	 	 167,568.75	 	 85,036.47

II.  Expenses  29,670,001.80  27,086,611.42

	 Means	for	statutory	activities	 	 20,281,119.12	 	 18,833,597.73

	 	 of	which	for	conferences	and	seminars	 	 546,133.17	 	 507,953.26

	 	 for	publications	 	 527,454.98	 	 484,236.73

	 	 for	research	projects	 	 210,418.41	 	 243,877.96

	 	 for	the	transfer	of	general	funds	 	 824,216.81	 	 4,893,475.21

	 	 for	funding	students	and	postgraduates	 	 5,150,660.19	 	 3,866,697.23

	 	 for	international	cooperation	 	 12,272,024.33	 	 11,376.782.99

	 	 other	 	 750,211.23	 	 521,939.47

	 Staff	costs	 	 7,628,468.63	 	 6,327,065.61

	 Administrative	costs	 	 1,605,045.05	 	 1,455,319.01

	 	 of	which	operating	expenses	 	 344,396.37	 	 328,204.31

	 	 other	(incl.	rent,	travel,	 	 	 	 	
	 	 repairs	and	maintenance	costs,	etc.)	 	 1,260,648.68	 	 1,127,114.70

	 Investments	 	 155,369.00	 	 470,629.07

	 	 	 	 	

Asset And liAbilitY stAtement As of deCembeR 31, 2010

I.  Income in Euros    41,824,114.36

	 	 	 	 	

1.  Grants    42,111,310.79

	 Federal	Ministry	of	the	Interior	(BMI)	 	 	 	 9,306,000.00

	 Independently	generated	revenues	BMI,	previous	year		 	 	 318,600.98

	 Federal	Ministry	of	Education	and	Research	 	 	 	 7,425,355.81

	 German	Bundestag	Administration	for	international	parliamentary	internships	 	 16,919.00

	 Foreign	Office	scholarships	 	 	 	 754,000.00

	 Foreign	Office	projects	 	 	 	 1,365,435.00

	 Federal	Ministry	for	Economic	Cooperation	and	Development	 	 	 22,925,000.00

2.  Donations    10,174.48

3.  Membership fees    12,482.00

4.  Other revenues    176,690.88

5.  Revenue deductions    -486,543.79

	 	 	 	 	

inCome in 2011 (pRovisionAl)
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II. Expenditures in Euros    

	 	 	 	 	

1. Staff costs    -9,018,946.76

 of	which	staff	costs	in	Germany	 	 	 	 -7,043,200.06

a)	 Wages	and	salaries	 	 	 	 -7,567,727.44

b)		 Social	security	contributions	and	others	 	 	 	 -1,451,219.32

2.  Administrative costs    -2,526,091.21

2.1	 Operating	expenses,	devices,	equipment	and	furniture,	consumables	 	 	 -434,883.94

	 Network,	software	and	system	support	 	 	 	 -227,234.57

	 Agency	fees	 	 	 	 -42,840.00

	 Maintenance	fees	and	repairs	 	 	 	 -22,755.56

	 Office	and	consumable	supplies	 	 	 	 -43,641.44

	 Rented	Equipment	 	 	 	 -35,910.28

	 Tools	and	small	appliances	 	 	 	 -58,610.51

	 Books/teaching	materials	 	 	 	 -3,891.58

2.2 Operating	and	maintaining	land	and	structural	facilities	 	 	 0.00

2.3	 Other	administrative	costs	 	 	 	 -2,091,207.27

	 Costs	for	premises	 	 	 	 -647,860.87

	 Cleaning	 	 	 	 -14,153.12

	 Maintenance	of	space	 	 	 	 -353,928.10

	 Insurance	costs	 	 	 	 -2,775.26

	 Contributions	and	other	duties	 	 	 	 -67,655.53

	 Work	of	third	parties	–	contracts	for	work	–	administration	 	 	 -218,850.52

	 Repair	and	maintenance	of	technical	equipment	 	 	 	 -5,153.76

	 Advertising/ads	 	 	 	 -83,326.05

	 Promotional	costs	 	 	 	 -15,845.90

	 Entertainment	costs	 	 	 	 -8,996.82	

	 Travel	expenses	 	 	 	 -202,081.00

	 Courier	service	 	 	 	 -7,254.28

	 Further	training	costs	 	 	 	 -53,032.01

	 Postal	fees/telephone/Internet	costs	 	 	 	 -100,500.40

	 Magazines/books/media	 	 	 	 -37,044.31

	 Legal	consultancy/auditor/accounting	 	 	 	 -168,217.99

	 Incidental	costs	of	monetary	transactions	 	 	 	 -7,463.53	

	 Other	expenses	 	 	 	 -97,067.82

3.  Investment expenses (of which in Germany 595,177.44)   -761,070.38

4.  Specialist expenses	 	 	 	 -28,305,934.26

	 Conferences	and	seminars	 	 	 	 -899,416.17

	 Publications		 	 	 	 -783,137.59

		 Research	projects	 	 	 	 -527,774.95	

	 Other	specialist	expenses	 	 	 	 -283,114.24

	 	 	 	 	

expendituRes in 2011 (pReliminARY)

foundation budget
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Revenues     

	 	 	 	 	

Grants	from	the	Federal	Ministry	of	the	Interior	 	 	 	 9,306,000.00

Grants	from	the	Federal	Ministry	of	Education	and	Research	 	 	 	 7,500,000.00

Grants	from	the	German	Bundestag	Administration	for	international	parliamentary	internships	 	 5,960.00

Grants	from	the	Federal	Ministry	for	Economic	Cooperation	and	Development	 	 	 23,503,000.00

Grants	from	the	Foreign	Office	for	projects	 	 	 	 1,425,000.00

Grants	from	the	Foreign	Office	for	scholarships	 	 	 	 754,000.00

	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	

Expenditures (extract)    

	 	 	 	 	

Staff	costs	 	 	 	 8,000,000.00

Administrative	costs	 	 	 	 2,555,000.00

	 of	which	for	investments	 	 	 	 300,000.00

Specialist	expenses	(not	including	permanent	employees)	 	 	 	 32,450,000.00

	 of	which	education	programs	 	 	 	 4,000,000.00

	 of	which	scholarships	 	 	 	 7,320,000.00

	 of	which	projects	of	international	cooperation	 	 	 	 21,130,000.00

	 	 	 	 	

totAl oveRvieW of All Revenues And expendituRes, expeCted in the 2012 budget

notes:

In	the	year	2011,	general	funds	for	political	and	democratic	
educational	work	were	transfered	to	the	following	associa-
tions	and	foundations:
n		Peter-Imandt-Gesellschaft	–	Verein	für	politische	Bildung	

und	Kultur	e.V.
n		Rosa-Luxemburg-Initiative	–	Bremer	Forum	für	Bildung,	

Gesellschaftsanalyse	und	-kritik	e.V.
n		Rosa-Luxemburg-Stiftung	Hamburg	–	Forum	für	Ana-

lyse,	Kritik	und	Utopie	e.V.
n		Rosa-Luxemburg-Stiftung	Nordrhein-Westfalen	e.V.
n		Rosa-Luxemburg-Stiftung	Sachsen	e.V.
n		Rosa-Luxemburg-Stiftung	Sachsen-Anhalt	e.V.
n		Rosa-Luxemburg-Stiftung	Baden-Württemberg	e.V.

n		Rosa-Luxemburg-Stiftung	Hessen,	Forum	für	Bildung	
und	Analyse	e.V.

n		Kurt-Eisner-Verein	für	politische	Bildung	in	Bayern	e.V.	–	
Rosa-Luxemburg-Stiftung	Bayern

n		Rosa-Luxemburg-Stiftung	Niedersachsen	e.V.
n		Rosa-Luxemburg-Stiftung	Schleswig	Holstein	–		

werkstatt	utopie	und	gedächtnis	e.V.
n		Rosa-Luxemburg-Stiftung	Brandenburg	e.V.
n		Rosa-Luxemburg-Stiftung	Thüringen	e.V.
n		Rosa-Luxemburg-Stiftung	e.V.	Mecklenburg-Vorpommern
n		Max-Lingner-Stiftung
n		Helle	Panke	e.V.	–	Rosa-Luxemburg-Stiftung	Berlin
n		Jenny-Marx-Gesellschaft	für	politische	Bildung	e.V.	–		

Rosa-Luxemburg-Stiftung	Rheinland-Pfalz

		 International	projects	 	 	 	 -18,991,226.51

		 Programs	for	students	and	postgraduates	 	 	 	 -6,592,621.36

	 Promotion	of	students	in	Germany	 	 	 	 -5,940,399.08

	 Promotion	of	students	abroad	 	 	 	 -636,017.77

	 International	parliamentary	internships	 	 	 	 -16,204.51	

	 Conceptual	support	of	scholarship	recipients	 	 	 	 -228,643.44	

5.  Transfer of general funds    -1,068,878.72

	 	 	 	 	

foundation budget
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«Where would we be today without 
those ‹defeats›, from which we draw 
historical experience, understanding, 

power and idealism? today […] we 
stand on the foundation of those very 

defeats; and we cannot do without any 
of them, because each one contributes 

to our strength and understanding.» 

Rosa LuxembuRg


